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December, 2013 
 

 

From the Interim Moderator 
We are soon to be entering into another Advent season, advent a 
time of looking forward and expectation.   Although it is a busy 
time of year, I always think it is an exciting time with all the 
preparations for Christmas. 
 
You know that, for the last three years during the vacancy, you 
have been looking forward to a new minister coming among you 
and in leading you forward on the next stage of the journey in 
the life of St. Cuthbert's. 
 
On the 27th of October, Rev. Arthur Sherratt was unanimously 
elected to be your new minister – and that was a great day.   
Hopefully, he will be inducted to the charge at a service in 
January. 
 
As I said, Advent is a time of expectation and of preparation, a 
time of getting ready to celebrate the birth of our Saviour.   This 
year, for you, it will also be a time of preparation and getting 
ready to welcome Mr. and Mrs. Sherratt to St. Cuthbert's manse. 
 
It is an exciting time for both you and your new minister, and 
may God bless you all as you work together for the advancement 
of Christ's kingdom in Saltcoats. 
 
Your servant in the Lord, 
 
Jean Hunter 
Interim Moderator 
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From the Congregational Board 
At its meeting on 11th November, the Board agreed the budget for 
2014. 

Offerings in 2013 will be down on the 2012 figures by 
approximately £5,000.  The budget for 2013 was projected to 
show a deficit of £10,000 but it is expected that we will break 
even on our general account this year. 

This has arisen, not because our income has increased, but as a 
result of a legacy from the estate of the late Nancy Dickson of 
over £11,000. 

At its meeting, the Board agreed a deficit of roughly £18,000 for 
2014, mainly as a result of the increased expenditure of having a 
minister (Council Tax, telephone, etc), higher heating costs and a 
static income. 

This can only be reversed by more people coming to church, thus 
increasing income and increases from existing members. 

In January we will be entering a new five-year ministry and we 
have those five years to increase our membership and income.   If 
this does not happen, the church will be in grave danger of 
closing its doors in 2019 for the last time. 

These are difficult times for all churches in Scotland and this 
congregation is not alone in facing a rocky future.  

Grateful thanks have to be extended to all those who have 
supported the church, both financially and in many other ways in 
2013.   Without this commitment we would not have been able to 
sustain a new ministry. 

We also would like to extend good wishes for a very Merry 
Christmas and a good New Year. 

Details of the Christmas services will be found elsewhere in this 
magazine. 
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Please use this time to renew your commitment to St. Cuthbert's, 
spiritually, financially and by your regular presence Sunday by 
Sunday.   We look forward to seeing you. 

On behalf of the board, 

Maureen Crilley 
Clerk 
 
 
He does not lead me day by day 
Or even hour by hour 
But step by step my path unfolds 
My Lord directs my way. 
 
Contributed 
 
 
From the Presbytery Elder 
Most of you will have had information about the appointment of 
our new minister for St. Cuthbert's, the Rev. Arthur Sherratt, and 
I would like you to know that THE CALL to him has been 
completed and forwarded to the Presbytery.   It is hoped that we 
will have information about arrangements for the Service of 
Induction shortly. As soon as we have this information we will let 
you know the details. 
It has been a long and frustrating time for us - almost three years 
since Brian and Linda Oxburgh left us - and we hope and pray that 
St. Cuthbert's can move forward with Mr. Sherratt. 
 
As we approach the festive season, I wish you all a joyful, happy 
and peaceful Christmas and New Year. 
 
John Aitken 
Presbytery Elder 
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The Choir 
The season of Advent heralds, for us all, very many preparations 
in every sense.   In the Choir music library, we have very many 
beautiful choral pieces which we look forward to reviewing for 
the services ahead. 
 
On Sunday, 22nd December, at 2.30 p.m., a short concert will be 
held in the church involving choir members and young people 
studying music. 
 
Dec.   1st -  God so loved the world  -  Goss 
  "      8th  -  People look East!  -  Hy 281 
  "    15th   -  Of the Father's love begotten   

   "    22nd    -  O Little Town of Bethlehem 
  "    24th   -  Gabriel's Message 
  "    25th   -  Come to Bethlehem 
  "    29th   -  Whence is that goodly fragrance 
Jan.  5th   -  A New Year carol 
  "   12th   -  Once as I remember 
  "   19th  -  What child is this? 
  "   26th   -  When Mary brought her treasure  -  Hy 332 
 
Joan Gordon 
 
 
Sunday School 
As in previous years, stocking fillers will be collected from 
Sundays 1st to 15th December for Women's Aid, where they are 
greatly appreciated.  A box will be placed at the main entrance 
to the church, with another in the entrance to the hall. 
 
The annual Gift Service will be held on Sunday, 15th December, 
when gifts are brought for poorer children.   During this service, 
the Sunday School hope to present a short Christmas story.   The 
Sunday School will then close until 12th January, 2014. 
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On Saturday, 7th December, the children will be taken to the 
Craft Centre in Troon where they will decorate and paint ceramic 
figures.   The bus will leave the church hall at 10.30 a.m., 
returning by 1.30 p.m.   Lunch will be provided.   Please give 
names of children attending to teachers as soon as possible. 
 
The Sunday School  Teachers 
 
 
Girls' Brigade 
Since my last letter to the magazine, the girls have attended 
Messy Church at St. Margaret's in Dalry;  this consisted of a short 
praise service, lunch, and craft activities on the theme of 
Celebration where girls learned crafts and heard celebration 
stories from the Bible.  
 
The leaders have attended a Refresher Training Day where we 
updated our skills and also learned new ones in order to present 
the girls in our companies with fresh ideas, etc.  
 
On Tuesday, 5th November, we took the girls to McGavin Park in 
Kilwinning to enjoy the organised firework display which was 
enjoyed by us all.   
 
The Swimming Gala was held on the first Saturday of November 
at Troon Swimming Pool: Cara Dunwoodie, Karen Downie, Sarah 
Park and Amy Park represented the Company and all came home 
with medals as well as bringing home the overall 3rd place 
certificate which has been added to our notice-board.  
 
Our 3rd-year Explorer, Emma McKechan, took part in the Great 
Glasgow Run and proudly showed off her T-shirt and medal to the 
girls.  
 
Leah Curran and Paige Doyle, Brigaders, have successfully 
completed their Leadership 1 training and will be presented with 
chevrons and certificates at our enrolment service.   
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We will be stopping for the Christmas holidays on Tuesday, 10th 
of December.   The 2014 session will commence on Tuesday, 7th 
January.   Seasons Greetings to one and all from GB.  
 
Lorna Hamilton  
 
 
 
Boys' Brigade 
So far this session, the 1st Saltcoats Boys' Brigade Company has 
grown to thirty-six boys.   We have also gained several officers, 
balancing out the recent loss of the Maxwell family from the 
Company. 
 
The Company has also begun participating in North Ayrshire Boys' 
Brigade competitions, with a joint team being put into the Junior 
section football league between ourselves and 1st Kilbirnie, and 
several of our Company section boys and staff participating in the 
Bowling league.    
 
Although not a competition, we have also had several Anchor 
Boys participate in the North Ayrshire Boys' Brigade Anchor Boy 
Fun Day.   There are many more competitions this session and it 
is planned to send boys along to the majority of them. 
 
The Company staff have also recently completed a sponsored 
walk around Cumbrae to raise funds for the Company.   We also 
plan on having a sponsored silence on a section night in the near 
future for the boys. 
 
If anyone is interested in joining the Company or wishes more 
information, we meet in the church hall from 6 – 9.30 p.m. every 
Friday. 
 
Dr. Gordon Cunningham 
Acting Captain 
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The Guild 
On 13th November, the Guild held an afternoon tea, which 
everyone enjoyed, with the entertainment supplied by Double 
Cream – William Parker and Eleanor Lamont accompanied by 
Margaret McCrorie on piano – and gave us a most enjoyable 
afternoon of Scots songs.   All too soon it was over and tea was 
served.   Here's to the next time! 
 
At our next meeting we will be hearing about Tabeetha School, 
run by the Church of Scotland, in Israel. 
 
On 4th December, our Guild are taking the meeting at South 
Beach House Guild. 
 
After our Gift Service on 11th December, we close until 5th 
February, 2014.   Remember:  everyone is welcome at any of our 
meetings. 
 
Sheila Sarginson 
 
 
 
Flower Donations 
October 
  6 -  Mr. & Mrs. Smith 
13  -  Evelyn Slater 
20  -  Mrs. Mitchell 
27 -  Agnes Algie 
 
November 
 3  -  Nancy Smith 
10  -  Margaret Reid 
17  -  Jean Mitchell 
24  -  Ann Turner 
 
Many thanks are extended to all who have donated flowers to the 
church. 
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Once again we would like to place poinsettias on the church 
windowsills during the festive period.   Any small donations 
towards the purchase of the plants would be much appreciated 
and can be given to Adele or Anita. 
 
Anita Gillespie & Adele Kerr 
Flower Conveners 

 
 
Blythswood Shoe Box Appeal 
Grateful thanks are extended to all those who contributed to the 
shoebox appeal.   A total of almost 50 boxes have been passed on 
to Blythswood Trust. 
 
Ann Turner 
 
 
Cleaning Rota 
Sun.  8 Dec. -  Gillian Morrison, Anita Gillespie 
Fri. 13  Dec. -  Christine Saunders, Sheila Hanlon 
Fri. 20  Dec. -  Agnes Algie, Sheena Love 
Fri. 27  Dec. -  Elizabeth Murray, Sheila Hanlon 
Sat. 4  Jan. -  Ann Turner, Elizabeth Barclay 
Sun. 12 Jan. -  Shona Turner, Angela Beattie 
Sat. 18 Jan. -  Maureen Crilley, Eileen Ramsay 
Sat. 25 Jan. -  Susan Cross, Nan Smith 
Sun.  2 Feb. -  Gillian Morrison, Anita Gillespie 
 
If any of the above dates are not suitable, please feel free to 
swap with someone else or, alternatively, contact me.   Please 
also see me if you wish to join the rota:  you will be needed only 
every ten weeks or so. 
 
Ann Turner 
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Hearing Aid Users 
Do you have a hearing aid?   Recently, I learned that there is a 
clinic at Saltcoats Library, Springvale Place, on the second Friday 
of every month, 10 a.m. – 12 noon, for the supply of batteries 
and hearing aid repair.   This may prevent you having to journey 
to Crosshouse Hospital. 
 
Jenny Horwood 
 
 

From the mouth …… 
 
A father was reading Bible stories to his young son.   He read “Lot 
was warned to take his wife and flee out of the city, but his wife 
looked back and was turned into salt.”  His son asked, “What 
happened to the flea?” 
 

Church Register 
 
Deaths 
Oct.  -  Mrs. M. Weir, Lauriston Court, Ardrossan 
 
Baptism 
Nov. -  Fearne Gail, daughter of Brian Smith and Jennifer  
    Gray, Holmbyre Cottage, Dalry 
       
New Member 
By Resolution of the Kirk Session 
Oct. -  Mrs. Margaret Roberts, Kinnier Road, Saltcoats 
 

Material for the next edition of the magazine will be due on 
Sunday, 19th January, 2014.          
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CHRISTMAS  SERVICES 

 

Sunday, 15th December -  Sunday School Gift Service 

Sunday, 22nd December -  Family Service with carols 
  and readings 
 
Tuesday, 24th December -  Christmas Eve Service at  
     11.30 p.m. 
     Tea/coffee from 10.45 p.m. 
 
Wednesday, 25th Dec. -  CHRISTMAS  DAY short family 
    service at 10.45 a.m. 
    Children may bring one of  
    their presents to show if 
    they wish. 
 
 
 

NEW  YEAR 

 

Sunday, 5th January -  Service at 10.45 a.m. 


