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February, 2014 

 
 
From the Minister 
Today I am privileged to write my first magazine article for St. 
Cuthbert's Church. 
 
We begin on another chapter in the life and Christian worship of 
those who are part of our congregation. 
 
Susan and I shared in the ministry of Kilbarchan West and we look 
forward to sharing here at St. Cuthbert's. 
 
In some ways, the two congregations have the same kind of past.   
Kilbarchan West is about to enter into a union and I believe that 
you were very close to a union. 
 
Both of these situations can very often have a negative influence 
on the numbers attending worship.   I believe that the future 
must begin with the younger people but it is important that we 
go from here and win back those who have drifted away. 
 
As I said, Susan and I look forward to sharing the challenge with 
you and committing ourselves anew to the Word of the Lord. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Arthur Sherratt 
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From the Interim Moderator 
Dear Friends, 

By the time you read this, my time as Interim Moderator with you 
will be over and you will have your new minister inducted into 
the charge of St. Cuthbert's.  

I have enjoyed my time with you and getting to know at least 
some of you.   My job was made easier because of your locum, 
Andrew McCance, and the sterling work he did among you.   I am 
sorry Andrew wasn’t able to finish his time there because of his 
health but he will be assured of our prayers for him.   I have to 
thank the office bearers for being patient with me in what was a 
new role and challenge for me and for the way they have worked 
together on behalf of the whole congregation.   Your Session 
Clerk, Evelyn Slater, and Treasurer, Ann Turner, were kind 
enough to give me a bed and a meal when I was over for meetings 
and services and I am grateful for that.  However, many of you 
have worked hard to keep the church going and in good health for 
a new ministry there.  Thanks is due as well to your Fabric 
Convenor, Angela Beattie, and her team who worked tirelessly 
over the weeks to get the manse ready for Mr. and Mrs. Sherratt; 
their efforts  saved the congregation a great deal of money.   I 
am sure you are grateful to them for all of their hard work. 

My thoughts and prayers will be with you all on this next phase of 
your journey in the life of St. Cuthbert's.   If you are over here on 
Arran, you are welcome to come and see me or give me a phone 
and we can meet up.   May God continue to guide and bless each 
one of you as you serve Him. 

Jean Hunter 
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Induction of 
Rev. Arthur Sherratt, BD 
A new chapter was opened in the history of our church on the 
evening of Wednesday, 22nd January, when a sizeable gathering 
met for the Induction of Rev. Arthur Sherratt to the charge of 
Saltcoats St. Cuthbert’s Parish Church. 
 
The congregation stood as the members of the Presbytery 
entered the church and took their seats in the chancel.   
Presiding at the service was the Rev. Alex Noble, Saltcoats North, 
Moderator of Ardrossan Presbytery.   The singing of The Church’s 
one foundation was followed by prayers, two readings from 
scripture and the reciting of The Apostles' Creed. 
 
Take my life, Lord, let it be was sung before the first part of the 
official Induction process, after which the congregation again 
rose to sing Will you come and follow me? 
 
A prayer of Induction and Blessing led into the Right Hand of 
Fellowship from the Presbyters, concluding with Questions to the 
Congregation. 
 
Jesus calls us! O’er the tumult preceded the Charges to the 
Congregation and Sermon. 
 
The address, entitled “Our Hope Lies in a Promise”, was 
delivered by The Right Rev. E. Lorna Hood, Moderator of the 
General Assembly of The Church of Scotland. 
 
The penultimate hymn, Look forward in faith, a favourite of the 
new minister, was sung before the prayers of Intercession,   
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with the formal part of the evening being brought to a close with 
Ye servants of God and the Benediction. 
 
All remained standing as the Presbytery left the church, after 
which everyone was invited to move to the hall and enjoy the 
refreshments prepared by the ladies of the congregation. 
 

Welcome Social 
 
To conclude the evening, the company returned to the church 
where the Welcome Social was opened by Mrs. Jean Hunter, 
Interim Moderator. 
 
William Parker, Convener of the Nominating Committee, warmly 
welcomed Rev. Sherratt to his new seaside charge with a gift on 
behalf of the congregation, while Nan Smith presented flowers to 
Mrs. Susan Sherratt. 
 
The Rev. Sandy Montgomerie brought greetings from the local 
Ministers’ Fraternal after which Rev. Sherratt suitably replied and 
took the chair. 
 
The Right Rev. Lorna Hood spoke of having known Rev. and Mrs. 
Sherratt over many years.   She had invited him to be one of the 
Moderator’s Chaplains during her term as Moderator. 
 
William Parker contributed a solo musical item which was 
followed by a few more words in support of Rev. Sherratt from 
Mr. Colin Campbell, Kilbarchan. 
 
Mrs. Evelyn Slater then spoke of the indebtedness of the office 
bearers and congregation of Saltcoats St. Cuthbert's to Jean 
Hunter for her help, guidance and friendship over her period as 
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Interim Moderator and presented a gift, to which Mrs. Hunter 
generously replied. 
 
Unfortunately, Rev. Andrew McCance, the most recent locum, 
was unable to be present due to illness but Robert Hunter would 
convey the thanks and good wishes of everyone to him for his 
sterling work during his time with us. 
 
The church choir then performed Beethoven’s “The Heavens 
Declare the Creator’s Glory.” 
 
Mrs. Marion Mitchell proposed a comprehensive vote of thanks to 
everyone who had been involved in the evening in whatever 
capacity and included all who had worked so tirelessly during the 
last three years. Specifically, she acknowledged the Vacancy 
Committee for bringing their work to a successful conclusion; 
Angela Beattie, Fabric Convenor, for planning and co-ordinating 
the manse refurbishment, and everyone who had helped in any 
way to prepare for the arrival of our new minister and his wife.  
 
The evening concluded by singing Christ is Our Light to the tune 
of Highland Cathedral and with Rev. Arthur Sherratt pronouncing 
his first benediction as minister of Saltcoats St. Cuthbert’s Parish 
Church. 
 
William Parker 
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Our New Minister 
By the time you read this, the Presbytery of Ardrossan will have 
inducted the new minister - The Reverend Arthur Sherratt - to 
the charge of Saltcoats St. Cuthbert's, OUR CHURCH. 
 
We hope and pray that as many of you as possible will join in the 
services and activities week by week and will take an early 
chance to meet Mr. Sherratt and for him to get to know you. 
 
Sunday, 2nd February, will be our next Communion Service and it 
will be a special occasion and a very good chance to meet Mr. 
Sherratt and many old and new friends over tea/coffee after the 
service. 
 
For any of you who are not able to be in church or at your usual 
activity, we will be helping Mr Sherratt get round the church 
family but, if you have not had a visit from him, please let your 
visiting elder - or any elder - know and a visit will be arranged. 
 
I hope and pray that 2014 will be a happy and peaceful year for 
all and that you will be able to join in the church family life. 
 
John Aitken 
Presbytrery Elder  (01294 462693) 

 
 
Financial Records 
Would the leaders of all organisations please ensure that their 
financial records are in the hands of the Treasurer by Sunday, 9th 
February at the latest. 

Ann Turner 
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Sunday School 
Sunday School has now resumed after the holidays and we are 
delighted to see the children back.   This term we are looking at 
the Disciples of Jesus, with stories, craft and games. 
 
Our pennies collection in support of the Hessilhead Wildlife 
Rescue Centre has now reached £92:  a big "thank you" to all who 
have contributed.   Please keep the pennies coming as we will be 
collecting until June. 
 
We welcome Margaret Roberts to our teaching staff and hope she 
will enjoy her time with us. 
 
The Sunday School Teachers 
 
 

Bible Class / Youth Group 
The group is soldiering on quite cheerfully with three regular 
young men and one young lady, as well as occasional visits from 
two others. 
 
There are, of course, two not-so-young leaders – Chris Knight and 
myself – the vision being that such a group will continue in the 
church and younger leaders can be found. 
Modern "talks to reach and teach your teens" from Faith in Mission 
book makes the job fairly easy and enjoyable for all – hopefully!   
Two recent topics:  The Real Thing – labels, etc. – and The Best 
Team in the World.   Cheerful and thoughtful discussion is taking 
place. 
 
The Christmas treat to lunch and two games of bowling was a 
happy experience, with a mysterious person called 'old' winning 
the second game! 
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Funds remain healthy from the past, and responsibility has been 
gratefully passed to Mrs. Senga McCallum. 
 
Liz Copland 
 

The Guild 
The Guild resumes at 2 p.m. on Wednesday, 5th February.   We 
will be having a talk by Mr. Joe Cassidy on the Julius Project, 
dealing with Housing for the Homeless in Scotland.   Please bring 
any gifts for the shop at South Beach House. 
 
On 19th February, we will be having a talk by Louise Davidson on 
Home Care. 
 
We look forward to welcoming you all back, together with anyone 
who wishes to join us.   Do come along for an interesting and 
friendly afternoon followed by a cup of tea and a chat.   Our 
meetings are from 2 – 4 p.m. fortnightly on Wednesdays. 
 
Sheila Sarginson 
 
 

Exercise Class 
Are you feeling the need for more exercise?   If so, why not come 
along and join us in the hall on a Wednesday morning at 10.30 for 
an hour?   The cost is £2.50 per week (to pay for instructor).   
Everyone works at their own pace so it suits those who are not as 
active as well as those wishing to maintain fitness levels. 

The class is open to men and women - and not exclusively for 
church members. 

Ann Turner 
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Flower Donations 
 
December 
  1 -  Jenny Horwood 
  8  -  Margaret Sommerville 
 15 -  Sheena Love 
 22 -  Mary McGonagle 
 29 -  Mr. Gray 
 
January 
  5  -  Flower Fund 
 12  -  Adele Kerr 
 19  -  Anita Gillespie 
 26  -  Elsa Kirk 
 
 
Many thanks are due to everyone who contributed towards the 
purchase of the poinsettias. 
 
 
Anita Gillespie & Adele Kerr 
Flower Conveners 

 
 
Cleaning Rota 
Fri.    7 Feb. -  Ena Grove, Muriel Parker 
Fri. 14  Feb. -  Christine Saunders, Sheila Hanlon 
Fri. 21  Feb. -  Agnes Algie, Sheena Love 
Fri. 28  Feb. -  Ann Turner, Elsa Kirk 
Sat.  8  Mar. -  Elizabeth Barclay, Liz Sutherland 
Sun. 16 Mar. -  Gillian Morrision, Anita Gillespie 
Fri. 21 Mar. -  Elizabeth Murray, Sheila Hanlon 
Sat. 29 Mar. -  Maureen Crilley, Eileen Ramsay 
Sat.   5 Apr. -  Susan Cross, Nan Smith 
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If any of the above dates are not suitable, please feel free to 
swap with someone else or, alternatively, contact me.   Please 
also see me if you wish to join the rota:  you will be needed only 
every ten weeks or so. 
 
Ann Turner 
 

World Mission Stamp Appeal 
Thank you to everyone who brought used stamps to be sent off to 
the stamp appeal.      It is through your support that vital funds 
are able to be raised to help our partners worldwide. 
 
There was a very good response over the festive season;    the 
project, however, is ongoing so please keep the stamps coming. 
 
Nan Smith 
 

 
Church Register 
Funerals 
Dec., 2013  
 
Mrs. M. Leslie, Moffat Wynd (Parish) 
Mr. C. Hutchinson, Canal Court (Parish) 
Mrs. F. Blake, O’Connor Court (Parish) 
Mrs. E. Lennox, Argyle Road (Parish) 
Mrs. E. Jones, Kinnier Road (Parish) 
Mr. J. Cornelius, Parkhouse Road (Parish) 
Mr. A. Jones, Old Raise Road (Parish) 
 

Material for the next edition of the magazine will be 
due on Sunday, 16th February, 2014.          


