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Christmas Fayre

This will be held on Saturday, 23rd November, at 10 a.m. in the church hall.

There will be lots of posters and flyers available so do have a look to see what you can 
do to help:   goods for bric-a-brac  -  home-baking for tea room and baking stall – 'red 
and green' items for Guild stall  -  books, games, DVDs.   Bring the children along for fun 
with Santa in the children's corner while you have a cuppa and a chat and support the 
various stalls.   There will be many side stalls too, e.g.  Guess the Weight of Cake and 
others.

We hope this will be an enjoyable day involving all members and friends.   Tickets are £2 
(children free), including tea room.   Speak to Evelyn or Nan if you can help in any way. 
We hope to see you all there.

Evelyn Slater (551691) Nan Smith (604898)

The Guild
We had a very interesting meeting when David Bailey came from the Hessilhead Wildlife 
Rescure Centre, Beith and showed us slides and talked about the injured animals they 
rescue.   These range from swans, hedgehogs, deer, seals – and even bats and birds.

Our next meeting, on Wednesday, 30th October, will be a light-hearted talk by Sheila 
Bond on the Hummel figures and how she collected them.  

An advance reminder  that  the  Guild  stall  at  the  Christmas  Fayre  on Saturday,  23rd 
November, will be selling any tems that are red or green.   We did this last year and it 
was a great success.

Meetings are open to everyone so do come along.

Sheila Sarginson 

Choir
Forthcoming Anthems: 

Oct.   27th  -  God be in my head  -  W. Davies
Nov.    3rd  -  Holy, Holy, Holy  -  Schubert
  "      10th  -  Dear Lord and father of mankind  -  Parry
  "      17th  -  Lead me, Lord  -  Wesley
  "      24th  -  Sing alleluia forth  -  Thiman
Dec.    1st  -  When out of poverty is born a dream - Hy 291

Joan Gordon
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Bible Class / Youth Group
Laura  Oxburgh  has  communicated  by  letter  with  Evelyn  Slater  and  returned  a  very 
healthy bank book.   She expressed the hope that the group might again reach the 
steady number of six as happened at the turn of last year.

The photos sent of the day trip to Largs in June have been proudly pinned to their  
notice-board.
Before receiving Laura's letter, by happy coincidence, I  had visited the Faith Mission 
bookshop  in  Bothwell  Street,  Glasgow  for  suitable  teaching  materials  as  she  has 
recommended.

So far, four young people have attended over two weeks, looking at and discussing a clip 
from  a  modern  version  of  Prodigal  Son which  was  a  spin-off  from  an  ice-breaking 
introductory first meeting with Chris Knight and myself.   Chris has kindly supported me – 
a well-retired, well-meaning school teacher – as we try to keep the youth group going.

Liz Copland

Church and Society Newsletter
Some of the issues discussed in the Church of Scotland Church and Society e-newsletter this 
month are highlighted below.  However, if you wish to read the whole newsletter, you can access 
it by going to the link below.  You will also find other e-publications such as CrossReach's Circle 
of Care and The Guild Newsletter.  The link is available from the church website. 

http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news_and_events/publications_and_newsletters

MAKING  A  STAND  ON  VIOLENCE  AGAINST  WOMEN
The Church of Scotland has expressed a clear intention to address violence against women. The 
General  Assembly  has  stated  that  violence  against  women  is  unacceptable  in  every 
circumstance.  Read the article on this topic on the Church of Scotland website and find out how 
you can make a difference through some of the campaigns they support.
http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/news_and_events/news/2013/violence_against_women

PRISONERS'  WEEK
It  is  Prisoners'  Week between 17th and 24th November. This is  an opportunity to reflect on 
change that leads to better care for all affected by crime and imprisonment.  

The Prisoners' Week Prayer

Lord, you offer freedom to all people.
We pray for those who are held in prison.
Break the bonds of fear and isolation that exist.
Support with your love, prisoners, their families and friends, prison staff, chaplains and all who care.
Heal those who have been wounded by the activities of others, especially the victims of crime.
Help us to forgive one another, 
to act justly, to love mercy, and walk humbly together with Christ in his strength and in his Spirit,
now and every day. 
Amen.

For more details, have a look at the Prisoners' Week website:

http://prisonersweekscotland.org.uk

Ros Lee
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Blythswood Shoe Box Appeal
Filled shoe boxes and any additional items should be returned to the church by Sunday, 
10th November, at the latest.   

Ann Turner

Cleaning Rota
Fri.   1 Nov. -  Elizabeth Murray, Sheila Hanlon
Fri.   8 Nov. -  Ann Turner, 
Sat. 16 Nov. -  Ann Turner, Elizabeth Barclay
Sat. 23 Nov. -  Maureen Crilley, Elaine Ramsay
Sat. 30 Nov. -  Susan Cross, Nan Smith
Sun.  8 Dec. -  Gillian Morrison, Anita Gillespie
Fri. 13  Dec. -  Christine Saunders,
Fri. 20  Dec. -  Agnes Algie, Sheena Love
Fri. 27  Dec. -  Elizabeth Murray, Sheila Hanlon
Sat. 4  Jan. -  Ann Turner, Elizabeth Barclay
Sun. 12 Jan. -  Shona Turner, Angela Beattie
Sat. 18 Jan. -  Maureen Crilley, Eileen Ramsay
Sat. 25 Jan. -  Susan Cross, Nan Smith
Sun.  2 Feb. -  Gillian Morrison, Anita Gillespie

If any of the above dates are not suitable, please feel free to swap with someone else 
or, alternatively, contact me.   Please also see me if you wish to join the rota:  you will 
be needed only every ten weeks or so.

Ann Turner

North Ayrshire Food Bank
Your support of the Food Bank at the Harvest Service was much appreciated.   Please 
continue to donate to the Food Bank as the need is getting greater.   Regular giving – and 
not  necessarily  large  amounts  each time –  is  what  is  required.    Ian  Perrie  is  now 
delivering the goods.
Evelyn Slater

Parker's Preserves
Many thanks to everyone who bought my bramble jelly and chutney. 

As a result of your support and generosity, I have been able to donate £400 to the Fabric 
fund.   Thanks also to those who assisted by supplying apples. 

Suitable circumstances permitting, there could be a requirement for jelly jars (no larger 
than 1lb) to refill next year!

Muriel Parker 
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Two Little Boys
A couple had two little boys, ages 8 and 10, who were excessively mischievous.  The two 
were always getting into trouble and their parents could be assured that, if any mischief 
occurred in their town, their two young sons were in some way involved. 

The parents were at their wits' end as to what to do about their sons' behaviour. The 
mother had heard that a minister in town had been successful in disciplining children in 
the past, so she asked her husband if he thought they should send the boys to speak with 
the clergyman. 

The husband said, 'We might as well. We need to do something before I really lose my 
temper!'   The  minister  agreed  to  speak  with  the  boys,  but  asked  to  see  them 
individually.  The 8-year-old went to meet with him first. The clergyman sat the boy 
down and asked him sternly, 'Where is God?' 

The boy made no response, so the minister repeated the question in an even sterner 
tone, 'Where is God?'  Again the boy made no attempt to answer.  So the clergyman 
raised his voice even more and shook his finger in the boy's face, 'WHERE IS GOD?' 

At that the boy bolted from the room and ran directly home, slamming himself in the  
cupboard.  His  older  brother  followed  him  into  the  cupboard  and  asked  what  had 
happened. The younger brother replied, 'We are in BIG trouble this time.  God is missing 
and they think we did it.'

Contributed

Church Register

Deaths
Oct. -  Mr. J. Graham, Bute Terrace, (Parish)

-  Mr. G. Cumming, Weir Place, (Parish)
-  Miss M. Scott, Abbotsford Nursing Home.

New Members By Profession of Faith
Oct. -  Brian Smith and Jennifer Gray, 

   Holmbyre Cottage, Dalry.

Material for the next edition of the magazine will be due on Sunday, 17th 
November, 2013.         
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