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March, 2014 
 
 
From the Minister 
We began February with the Sacrament of Holy Communion.   
This is central to the life and witness of the Church and I intend 
to celebrate it in an informal way in the transept, at the close of 
worship on the first Sunday of the month (except June, July and 
August). 
 
In addition, I know that you also provide Home Communion for 
anyone who is unable to get to church.   I would ask that this is 
emphasised, particularly during the Communion Seasons. 
 
I have attended my first Congregational Board and Kirk Session 
Meetings.   I didn't have a Board in my last church but I served on 
both of them over the years.   They were, to a lesser or greater 
extent, similar in operation. 
 
I have been in the local school and look forward to working with 
the pupils and staff. 
 
I have been to my first Presbytery Meeting and been invited to 
become a member of the local Ministers' Forum. 
 
I look forward to sharing with you as we chart a way forward in 
the life of St. Cuthbert's. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
Arthur Sherratt 
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From the Session Clerk 
Last week I presented the Books and Records of the Church to the 
Presbytery Superintendence Committee, i.e. Session Minutes, 
Congregational Board Minutes, Communion Roll, Safeguarding, 
Property and Baptismal Records.   The Accounts are presented 
separately. 

All these records and minutes have been kept diligently by Ann, 
myself, Maureen, William and Angela.   They are attested 
annually by Presbytery and are a complete record of the life of 
the church.   The work going on behind the scenes is considerable 
and requires dedication.    

The dedication of the congregation is so important in the daily 
life of St. Cuthbert's and to the church nationwide.   We have the 
opportunity at the start of a new ministry to dedicate ourselves 
anew to the Lord's work. 
 
In Christ's name, 
Evelyn Slater 
Session Clerk 
 

Letter from Andrew 

Dear Friends, 
 
Corinne and I were overwhelmed by the generosity of the gifts 
which you bestowed upon us at the end of our spell at St. 
Cuthbert's Church.   They were to have been presented during the 
"welcome social" for Mr. Sherratt on 22nd January but, as you will 
have been told, I became ill quite suddenly at the end of 
December and was quite unable to complete my period of tenure 
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(I am happy to say that I am much better now and I am able, 
once again, to use my car).   It has been suggested that "a proper 
presentation be made at some later occasion" but we felt that it 
would be wrong to delay our very sincere expression of gratitude 
and also that a letter in the St. Cuthbert's Church magazine 
would reach more of the people involved than would any 
'occasion'. 
 
Thank you all from the bottom of our hearts for the gifts (the 
beautiful floral arrangement and the cheques for £700), all of 
which remind us not only of the pleasure and sense of privilege 
we have enjoyed during the last fifteen months but also of the 
friendship which you have extended to us while we have been 
with you.   We thank you all for this and our best wishes go with 
you as you travel into the future. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
Andrew and Corinne McCance 
 

The Choir 

Anthems for March are as follows:- 
 
 2nd -  Jesu, joy of man's desiring  -  Bach 
 9th -  Now the green blade riseth  -  Hy 417 
16th -  Blessed are the pure in heart 
23rd -  O Breath of Life  -  Hy 595 
30th -  The Lord my pasture shall prepare  -  Harris 
 
Joan Gordon 
 
 



4 
 

Sunday School 
During March we will continue to study the Disciples of Jesus, 
before our thoughts turn to the Easter story. 
 
We are delighted to have four new children in the Sunday School  
– three girls and one boy. 
 
Our Pennies Appeal in support of the Hessilhead Wildlife Centre 
continues to increase and has now reached £110. 
 
The Sunday School Teachers 

 
 
The Guild 
The Guild recommenced after the Christmas break and we were 
very pleased to welcome the minister's wife, Susan, to our 
meeting and hope she will be a regular visitor.   We were also 
pleased to see so many of our members in spite of the winter 
weather. 
 
We had an interesting talk about the Julius Project which helps 
the homeless in Scotland and is being supported this year.  We 
also collected gifts for the shop at South Beach House. 
 
Our next meeting will be a talk on Home Care, at 2 p.m. on 19th 
February. 
 
Now a date for your diary:  the World Day of Prayer will be held 
at 2 p.m. on Friday, 7th March, in the Saltcoats North Parish 
Church. 
 
Sheila Sarginson 
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Church and Society E-Newsletter 
Unfortunately, the timing of the release of each month’s Church 
and Society E-Newsletter does not coincide with our church 
magazine and therefore a lot of the events have passed before 
our magazine comes out.   However, if you wish to keep up to 
date with events across the country, simply access the News and 
Events section of the Church of Scotland website 
www.churchofscotland.org.uk 

You can also read CrossReach News (formerly Circle of Care) and 
The Guild newsletter in this section of the website. 

News of two events organized for later on in the year are: 

Solas Festival: 20-22 June, 2014 

Solas Festival derives inspiration and values from its roots in the 
broad Christian tradition, and aims to create a hospitable space 
in Scotland where the arts can be performed and enjoyed by 
all. The programme makes space for challenging debate with 
activists, writers and thinkers from across the political, cultural 
and religious spectrum, and offers an entertaining programme for 
all ages in a safe environment.   For more information and to 
book tickets, visit the Solas website: www.solasfestival.co.uk 

In Concert With the Cosmos - 'Celebrate the Wonders of 
the Universe!’: Saturday 7 June, 2014 

Search for Truth Enterprises and Kharis Productions are holding 
an event at the Clyde Auditorium, Glasgow along with Springfield 
Cambridge Festival Chorus and Orchestra.   Special guests, 
astronaut James Dutton (NASA) and John Lennox (Professor of 
Mathematics and Philosophy of Science), will be reflecting on the 
God question: are we the products of chance or intention?  The 

http://www.churchofscotland.org.uk/
http://www.solasfestival.co.uk/
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event is being held in support of Children's Hospice Association 
Scotland, and Educating and Supporting Orphans in Malawi. 

Tickets are priced from £15 and will be available soon – visit 
www.thegodquestion.tv/cosmos for more information. 
 
Ros Lee 

 
 
Charity Concert 
A charity concert is scheduled to take place in the church on 
Thursday, 3rd April, at 7.30 p.m.   This is to raise funds for 
Deafblind Scotland – "Field of Dreams" appeal – to build a new 
state-of-the-art facility.   Taking part in the concert will be 
youngsters from local schools, choirs and musicians.   Ticket price 
is expected to be in the region of £5 and will be available from 
Bruce McLellan (tel:  07709 391348). 
 
This should be a very enjoyable evening so do come along and 
support this very worthwhile charity. 
 
Evelyn Slater 
 
 
Annual Plant Sale 
The plant sale will take place this year on 10th May for the sale of 
bedding plants, etc. 

A list of available plants will be in next month’s magazine. 

 
Ann Turner 

http://www.thegodquestion.tv/cosmos
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Cleaning Rota 
Sat.  8  Mar. -  Elizabeth Barclay, Liz Sutherland 
Sun. 16 Mar. -  Gillian Morrision, Anita Gillespie 
Fri. 21 Mar. -  Elizabeth Murray, Sheila Hanlon 
Sat. 29 Mar. -  Maureen Crilley, Eileen Ramsay 
Sat.   5 Apr. -  Susan Cross, Nan Smith 
Sun. 13 Apr.  -  Shona Turner, 
Fri.  18 Apr.  -  Ena Grove, Muriel Parker 
Fri.  25 Apr.  -  Sheila Hanlon, Christine Saunders 
Fri.   2 May   -   Agnes Algie, Sheena Love 
 
Ann Turner 
 
 

Flower donations in February 
 
 2 - The Guild 
 9 -  Liz Sutherland 
16  - Mr & Mrs J. Smith 
23  - Eileen Ramsey 
 
There are still a few dates available for flower donations and, if 
interested, please contact – 
 
Anita Gillespie or Adele Kerr 
Flower Conveners 
 
 
 
 

Material for the next edition of the magazine will be 
due on Sunday, 23rd March, 2014.          


