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June, 2014 

 
 
Minister's  Letter 
I write this letter as Susan and I prepare to take part in the 
opening of this year's General Assembly.   The ceremony, which 
will take place on Saturday the 17th, will bring to an end my year 
as one of the chaplains to the Moderator. 

Behind the ceremonial, however, the Church is struggling with 
the day-to-day problems which have to be addressed.   If you 
subscribe to Life and Work, you will see in the current issue some 
of the problems which confront the Church in the training and 
recruitment of ministers.   The report opens with the stark 
figures that 80% of parish ministers are over the age of 50, and 
around 500 are due to retire by 2025. 

Fewer than 20 people a year are currently being accepted to 
train for the full-time parish ministry.   Even allowing for the 
current reduction in posts (unions, linkages, etc.), Ministries 
Council anticipates a shortfall of over 200 by the early 2020s. 

The Report offers a solution and I pass it on to you: 

"This can be seen as a matter of despair or it can present an 
opportunity to move forward with new forms of Ministry.   The 
Church is asked to respond with a call to prayer, to ask God to 
raise people up to the call of Ministry". 

Challenging times indeed! 

Arthur Sherratt 
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Hospitality 
On two evenings at the beginning of May, the office bearers were 
invited to the manse.   Arthur and Susan made everyone very 
welcome and were lovely hosts. 
 
Susan provided a generous and enticing buffet which was much-
enjoyed and appreciated.   The evenings were spent chatting, 
eating and getting to know one another in a relaxed and informal 
gathering. 
 
Over the next month, the members of the congregation will be 
invited to the manse for a light lunch after the service.   Your 
elder will contact you with dates and arrangements.   I do hope 
everyone will be able to attend and enjoy the hospitality offered 
by Arthur and Susan. 
 
We thank them sincerely for the hospitality already received. 
 
Evelyn Slater 
Session Clerk 
 

 
Plant Sale 
The final total for the plant sale will be roughly £2160.  
 
Many thanks are extended to all those who delivered plants and 
helped on the day. 

 
Ann Turner 
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Sunday School 
On Sunday, 1st June, (during the morning Communion Service) we 
will be holding a Fun Day for children who are members of the 
Sunday School, with games, craft and a picnic lunch. 
 
The final service for the Sunday School will be Sunday, 8th June;  
this will take the form of a Family Service, followed by the 
presentation of books.   Sunday School will start again on 7th 
September.   We wish you all a happy holiday. 

The Sunday School Teachers 
 
 

Girls' Brigade 
Our last evening for this session was Tuesday, 27th May, when 
parents were invited to join the girls for a Beetle Drive.   This 
was followed by light refreshments and then the girls sang a few 
songs related to the countries that they had been learning about 
to earn their badges - France, Canada, USA and Scotland.    

It is planned to take a trip to Calderglen Country Park in East 
Kilbride on Saturday, 31st May.   This is an excellent park for 
children - with play areas, picnic areas and small animal 
enclosures as well as a hot-house with butterflies, snakes, etc.   
There is no entry fee to the park, with only a small fee of £1.25 
for the animal enclosure, and is well worth a visit.    

We will hold a registration evening for new members on Tuesday, 
26th August, 2014, and the Company will resume on Tuesday, 2nd 
September. 

Lorna Hamilton 
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Flower Donations 

May 
  4  - Lesley Boyle 
11  - Sheena Love 
18  - Marion Mitchelll 
25  - Joan Aitken 
June 
  1 - Ena Grove 
  8 -  
15  - Ella Gibb 
22  - Susan Cross 
29 - Primrose Canavan 

 
Many thanks are due to all who have donated flowers for the 
church.   Anyone wishing to put flowers in, please contact Anita 
(tel. 468101) or Adele (tel. 464790) or see us in church. 

 
Anita Gillespie and Adele Kerr 
Flower convenors 
 
 

Afternoon Club 
On Monday, 12th May, the Afternoon Club members and friends 
enjoyed an outing to Cumnock Outlet and then on to Dumfries 
House.   The day ended with a lovely meal at the Corran Inn. 

We are now on holiday and will resume on Monday, 1st 
September.   New members are always welcome.   Have a lovely 
summer, everyone! 

Nan Smith 
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Cleaning Rota 
Sun. 25 May -  Gillian Morrison, Anita Gillespie 
Fri.  30 May -  Maureen Crilley, Elaine Ramsay 
Sat.  7 June -  Susan Cross, Nan Smith 
Fri. 13 June -  Elizabeth Murray, Sheila Hanlon 
Sun.22 June -  Shona Turner, Gillian Morrison 
Fri. 27 June -  Ena Grove, Muriel Parker 
Fri.   4 July -  Sheila Hanlon, Christine Saunders 
Fri. 11 July -  Sheena Love, Agnes Algie 
Sat. 19 July -  Elizabeth Barclay, Liz Sutherland 
Fri.  25 July -  Ann Turner, Elsa Kirk 
Fri.   1 Aug. -  Maureen Crilley, Elaine Ramsay 
Sat.  9 Aug. -  Susan Cross, Nan Smith 
Fri.  15 Aug. -  Elizabeth Murray, Sheila Hanlon 
Sun. 24 Aug. -  Shona Turner, Gillian Morrison 
Fri.  29 Aug. -  Ena Grove, Muriel Parker 
Fri.  5 Sept. -  Sheila Hanlon, Christine Saunders 
Fri. 12 Sept. -  Sheena Love, Agnes Algie 
Sat.20 Sept. -  Elizabeth Barclay, Liz Sutherland 
Fri. 26 Sept. -  Ann Turner, Elsa Kirk 
 
Ann Turner 

 
Church Outing 
A day outing has been arranged for church members and friends 
on Saturday, 13th September, to see "Whisky Kisses", a new 
musical comedy from the Highlands, at the Pitlochry Theatre. 

It is anticipated that the coach will leave the church at 10.30 
a.m. and return at 8.30 p.m. with a tea stop on the homeward 
journey. 

x-apple-data-detectors://0/
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Approximate cost will be £35 for coach and theatre ticket. Please 
give names as soon as possible with a £5 deposit to William, 
Hunter or Nan. 

 
Whisky Kisses 
This new Scottish musical comedy, a finalist in Sir Cameron 
Mackintosh's Highland Quest competition, is the flagship 
production of the summer season at Pitlochry. 

One of the last family-owned Scottish distilleries has to sell their 
remaining asset, the very last bottle of an ancient fabled whisky - 
the Glenigma, to address their financial difficulties. 

When the battle to own the bottle begins, things don't turn out 
quite as anyone expected ... 

" ... Full of humour and theatrical energy..." The Scotsman 
"... Genuinely classy and riotously good fun."   The Times 
 
William Parker 
 
 

It's the Thought That Counts 
Choosing a gift for an elderly mother … 

 
Three sons left home, went out on their own and prospered.   
Getting back together, they discussed the gifts they were able to 
give their elderly mother. 
 
The first said, “I built a big house for our mother.”   The second 
said, “I sent her a Mercedes with a driver.”   The third smiled and 
said, “I've got you both beat.  
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You remember how mum enjoyed reading the Bible?   And you 
know she can't see very well.  So I sent her a remarkable parrot 
that recites the entire Bible.   It took elders in the Church twelve 
years to teach him.   He's one of a kind.   Mum just has to name 
the chapter and verse, and the parrot recites it". 

Soon after, mum sent out her letters of thanks: 
“David”, she wrote one son, “The house you built is so huge.   I 
live in only one room, but I have to clean the whole house".   
“John”, she wrote to another, “I am too old to travel.   I stay 
most of the time at home, so I rarely use the Mercedes. And the 
driver is so rude!” 

“Dearest Jeffrey”, she wrote to her third son, “You have the 
good sense to know what your mother likes.  The chicken was 
delicious.” 
 
Contributed 

 
Church Register 
New Member by Transference Certificate 

Mrs. A. Hamilton, Longfield Place, Saltcoats. 

A warm welcome is extended to all new members of our church 
family and we look forward to their participation in the worship, 
life and work of Saltcoats St. Cuthbert's Church. 

 

Material for the next edition of the magazine will 
be due on Sunday, 24th August, 2014.          


