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December, 2014 
 

 
Sunday the 30th of November is the first Sunday in Advent - the 
beginning of the celebration of Christmas.   As we approach 
Christmas, we look forward to the events of the Christian 
celebration. 
 
I have never failed to be surprised by the number of people who 
attend one or more services at this time.   I often ask myself 
what it is that we, in the Church, do to attract people at this 
time. 
 
I read last week that Songs of Praise is due to be revamped 
(whatever that means).   This has prompted the anti-Christian 
movement to call for the end of the programme.   I hope that the 
programme continues as it still enjoys a large following. 
 
Let me finish by asking you to support our Sunday School Nativity 
Play, our services during Advent and those on Christmas Eve. 
 
You will hear more of the worship programme during the next 
few weeks and I will be asking some of you to take part in some 
of the events. 
 
Susan and I wish you a peaceful Christmas. 
 
Arthur Sherratt 
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Dear Friends, 

At the moment preparations are being made for the Christmas 
season in our churches and out in the world.    As well as giving 
and receiving presents, one of the things that the children look 
forward to most are Christmas parties (so they tell me anyway!).  
Christmas parties are very much a part of the tradition about 
Christmas - and not only for the children as you will know, but 
why do we follow these customs?   Where do they come from?   
Let me tell you about a few. 

1.  Did you know that the first Christmas card was sent in the 
year 1842?   Nowadays, millions of cards are sent all over the 
world with messages of goodwill.  They have 'Doves of Peace' and 
'Nativity Scenes' on them and, of course, the non-religious 
pictures of snowmen and reindeer. 

2.  Mince Pies are a favourite of Christmas.   Did you know that 
the first mince pies were made in the shape of a manger?   The 
reason for the sprig of holly on the top of the Christmas pudding 
is that the prickly leaves are like the thorns that Jesus was forced 
to wear on Good Friday.   The red berries remind us of the drops 
of blood that came when the thorns pierced His flesh. 
 
3. Then there is the Christmas carol.   The origin of carols goes 
back hundreds of years. Alongside more sophisticated music, 
there grew up a tradition of popular songs suitable for 
celebrating the birth of Jesus.   We sing many of the traditional 
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carols year upon year and I am sure we all have our favourites. 
My particular favourite is 'O little town of Bethlehem' and I never 
get tired of singing it or many of the others. 
 
Alongside the traditional carols, songwriters have written many 
Christmas songs over the years. The singer/songwriter, Ian White, 
has penned many and one of these I would like to share with you. 
It is supposed to be a children's song but there is a meaning in it 
for us all, I'm sure.   It is called . . . 
 
                 'Somebody's Birthday' 
 
Crackers and turkeys and pudding and cream, 
Toys in the window that I've never seen, 
This is the Christmas that everyone sees, 
But Christmas means more to me 
   
It's somebody's birthday I won't forget, 
As I open the things that I get, 
I'll remember the inn and the stable so bare, 
And Jesus who once lay there 
 
Everyone's out shopping late every night, 
For candles and presents and Christmas-tree lights, 
This is the Christmas that everyone sees, 
But Christmas means more to me. 
 
It's somebody's birthday I won't forget . . . 

In the build-up to Christmas and because of the rush, no matter 
who we are, we can find it hard sometimes to stop and think 
what Christmas means to us.  We know that 'Jesus is the reason 



4 
 

for this season' and we hear that often . . . but what does 
Christmas mean to you? 

A  CHRISTMAS  PRAYER 

Eternal God, you gave your son Jesus Christ to be the Light of the 
World;  as we prepare to celebrate his birth - may we begin to 
see the world in the light of the understanding you give us. As 
you chose the lowly, the outcasts and the poor to receive the 
greatest news the world had ever known, so may we worship you 
in meekness of heart. 

May we also remember our brothers and sisters less fortunate 
than ourselves in this season of giving.   Lord, we give thanks for 
the gift of your love;  may we be shining examples of that love to 
others.   AMEN 

May Joy and Peace be yours at Christmas and may 2015 be a Good 
and Fulfilling Year for you and those whom you Love. 

Jean Hunter  

              

 

 
At the Board meeting on 5th November, the Board considered the 
finances for the year to date and agreed the budget for 2015.   
You will find the figures I am referring to in the centre pages of 
this magazine. 
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The first column shows the agreed budget for 2014, the second 
column has the expected outcome for 2014, and the third is the 
budget agreed by the Board for 2015.   The figures require some 
explanation:- 

Firstly the INCOME:  the total expected income is expected to 
increase for 2014 by roughly £7450.  This has been achieved by an 
increase in offerings of roughly 5%, an increase in gift aid tax 
received of £2500 (due in part by the claim for £1250 from the 
small donations scheme which commenced in April, 2013) and the 
inclusion of special efforts in the ordinary income. 

Previously we were fortunate to contribute all the monies raised 
from special efforts to the fabric fund but this is not now possible 
as we are ‘running at a deficit in our ordinary account’. 

With regard to the EXPENDITURE and disregarding the removal 
and disruption costs of £3060 which were not included in the 2014 
budget, the expenditure for the year is expected to be down by 
roughly £10700.  This is mainly due to a reduction in our 
ministries and mission allocation, a large reduction in the amount 
of repairs and small reductions elsewhere. 

This means that the expected deficit for the year will roughly be 
the amount of the disruption and removal expenses which are 
paid when we appoint a new minister. 

However, we have to be realistic in setting the budget for 2015 
and this is shown in the final column. 

Assuming we can maintain our offerings at the 2014 level and 
returning the expenditure on ordinary repairs to a more realistic 
level, the projected budget for 2015 will be a shortfall of roughly 
£8000. 
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Maintaining our offerings at the current level is precarious as 
some of our oldest members are our most generous givers and the 
number of our members is falling every year. 

There are other factors which have an impact on our income, e.g. 
the loss during the year of rental income from Weightwatchers 
and the Chest, Heart and Stroke Club. The replacement of this 
rental income is proving very difficult as it is not easy to find 
satisfactory regular bookings and there is only a small number of 
office-bearers willing to open and close up the church. 

Although there is a huge reduction in the cost of repairs this year, 
a considerable amount of small items have been undertaken by 
our new fabric convenor, Archie Kerr, and other volunteers, 
including the clearing of downpipes and the painting of the 
railings, and the Board are most grateful for this. 

We also require the services of another organist on alternate 
Sundays as Joan is not able to play every Sunday and this will 
increasingly impact on our finances in the future. 

Finally, the Board would ask everyone to reconsider the level 
of their offerings at this time, whether you contribute weekly 
by Freewill Offering, Bankers Order or annually by cheque.  
Freewill Offering envelopes are always available for anyone 
wishing to join the scheme. 

It is appreciated that we live in difficult times and there are 
many calls on our finances but we should not forget our church 
commitment and consider exactly how much your offering would 
buy at today’s prices compared to five or ten years ago. 

We know that there is a lot of expenditure for the church which 
is never claimed.  If you are a taxpayer and have a Gift Aid claim 
in place, the church could claim an additional 25p in every pound 
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if you simply claimed the expense and donated the amount back 
to the church.   Gift Aid forms and Bankers Order forms are 
always available. 

Any queries regarding offerings, freewill offering envelopes, gift 
aid and bankers order can be addressed to the treasurer at:    42 
Keir Hardie Drive, Ardrossan, KA22 8PA – telephone: 01294 
462834. 

Information regarding charitable collections at church funerals is 
printed elsewhere in this magazine. 

On behalf of the Congregational Board – 
Maureen Crilley, Clerk;   Evelyn Slater, Session Clerk;     
Ann Turner, Treasurer 

              

 

 
We are now in the season of Advent. The first door in the 
calendar has been opened, the first candle in the ring has been 
lit. All our preparations have been begun: presents to buy, homes 
to decorate, parties to attend, meals to plan and food to 
prepare.   Is this what Christmas means to us?   There has to be 
more than this. 

We remember the shepherds in the field tending their flocks and 
hearing the news of a baby to be born in a stable:  "We must go 
and see this wonderful sight".  They left everything and followed 
the star.   Far in the east, the three kings saw the signs and they, 
too, had to follow the star wherever it would lead.  We, too, 
must be ready to follow that star to the stable in Bethlehem 
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where we will find the baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a 
manger with the ox and ass close by:  our Saviour Jesus. 

We should be ready to rejoice as we gather together on Christmas 
Eve to sing carols with Christians all around the world.  May the 
peace and joy of that first Christmas morning so long ago be with 
us all this Christmas.   Let us experience the true meaning of a 
Happy Christmas! 

Evelyn Slater 

              
 

 
In the Sunday School we are preparing for our Nativity Play which 
will take place on 21st December.   Our numbers are small but the 
children are eager to participate in the nativity. 
 
Our gift service will be on Sunday, 14th December, when we will 
be collecting small gifts for children who are less fortunate than 
ourselves. 
 
There will be no Sunday School on 28th December and 4th January, 
2015. 
 
On behalf of the Sunday School, we wish everyone in the 
congregation a very Merry Christmas. 
 
Sunday School Teachers 
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Charity law requires the trustees of St. Cuthbert's Parish Church 
to account separately for all monies donated to charity within the 
bounds of the church to the nominated charity.   In order to 
comply with this, the trustees require the following procedure to 
be adhered to: 

Monies collected for charity after a funeral or at church services 
will be counted separately and the amount recorded and counter-
signed.   This will then be receipted by the bank and the 
treasurer, within three working days will inform the family of the 
amount, and the cheque for the amount collected will be sent to 
the charity along with the details of the deceased and his/her 
nearest relative directly to arrive within a week of the collection. 

No collection can thus be allowed in any other circumstances. 

For the avoidance of doubt, the undertaker will not remove 
this collection uncounted and give it to the family. 

Ann Turner 

              
 

 
I have taken over the running of the Youth Group from Liz 
Copland from Sunday, 16th November.    

I am keen to hear the youngsters' ideas on how they want their 
group to run so that they find it fun and interesting.   Any young 
people aged between 12 and 18 will be made very welcome. 
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A big thank you is due to Liz and Chris who have kept the group 
going since Laura's departure.   I am no expert but will approach 
the job with enthusiasm and, if anyone has any hints or tips, I 
shall be glad to hear them. 

Diane Lambert 

 

              

 

 
We started off Guild Week with a dedication service on 18th 
November.   Evelyn explained the work of CrossReach to the 
congregation and about the support our Guild gives to South 
Beach House. 

We held a Beetle Drive on Wednesday, 19th November, which was 
thoroughly enjoyed by everyone who attended:   this was 
followed by a delicious tea. 

Our next meeting, to be held on Wednesday, 3rd December, will 
be the last one until February:  we do not meet in January.   Do 
come along and join in the Christmas spirit;  it will also be our 
Finance meeting. 

Sheila Sarginson 
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The girls have been busy over the past few weeks working 
towards gaining their badges by learning a variety of subjects as 
well as enjoying games and crafts, etc.   The Brigader Section 
baked Pudsey biscuits on Tuesday, 11th November, and sold them 
at the end of the evening to the other members, £20 
being sent to Children in Need. 

On Saturday, 1st November, three members represented the 
ompany at the Division Swimming Gala at Troon Swimming Pool 
and all returned home with medals around their necks!   Eleanor 
Roy - 1 Silver medal, Olivia Dougall - 2 silver medals, Emma 
McKechan - 1 Silver and 2 Gold medals.   Congratulations to them 
all! 

On Sunday, 9th November, Leah, Paige and Charlotte laid the 
wreath at the War Memorial as part of the Remembrance Day 
Parade. Thanks to Margaret and Gillian for holding the fort while I 
took time out to enjoy the tennis at the O2 in London!  
 
At the Christmas Fayre we kept the children occupied with 
Christmas crafts, allowing parents time to browse the stalls and 
enjoy coffee and cakes.  We had been asked to attend Seabank 
Nursing Home to entertain the occupants on the 2nd of 
December: this, however, has been postponed until the New 
Year.  Our Christmas Party will be on Tuesday, 9th December, 
and we will return on Tuesday, 6th January, 2015. 
  
Season's Greetings to one and all from everyone at the Girls' 
Brigade.  
 
Lorna Hamilton 
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On behalf of CrossReach, may I thank everyone who ordered 
Christmas Cards, etc. from the catalogues.   I will shortly be 
sending a cheque for over £300. plus donations.   This is a 
generous amount and will be much appreciated by the 
organisation.   Your help is what enables the organisation to 
reach the vulnerable all over Scotland.   Thank you all. 

Evelyn Slater 
 

              

 

 
This year a total of almost 60 boxes and additional cash donations 
were sent from the church to the appeal along with another 28 
boxes organised by Evelyn’s daughter from the staff at the 
children’s outreach service based at Auchenharvie Academy.   

We have been asked to extend our thanks to everyone who 
contributed to this worthy collection. 

CHRISTMAS  FAYRE 

The total raised for last weekend’s Christmas Fayre up to Sunday, 
23rd November, is presently almost £1670.   Very many thanks to 
all who contributed.    

A breakdown of the stalls is also included. 
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Stalls    Sat.  Sunday Total 
Ticket money   288      288 
Cake and Candy  225      31    256 
Red and Green  120      55    175 
Crafts    355      50    405 
Mystery Bags    84      11      95 
Photograph    21        21 
Cuddles    80        80 
Cake/Sweets    47        47 
Doll (name)    60        60 
Bric-a-Brac   103        7     110 
Toys     97        6     103 
Plants     16        16 
Donation    10        10 
         ________________________________  
Total for Saturday        1506     160   1666 
         ____________________________  
         
Ann Turner 
 

              
 

 

The fund-raising team would like to thank the congregation, 
friends and family for their support at the recent Christmas Fayre 
and also for their contributions in one way or another which 
resulted in the event being such a success.   The sum raised has 
now reached £1700.    
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Grateful thanks are also due to Stephen McQuiston for his 
assistance with printing the tickets and posters.    

We hope all of you have a lovely time over the festive season. 

Nan Smith 

              

 

 
Fri.   5 Dec. -  Maureen Crilley, Eileen Ramsay 
Sat. 13 Dec. -  Susan Cross, Nan Smith 
Fri. 19 Dec. -  Elizabeth Murray, Sheila Hanlon 
Sun.  4 Jan. -  Gillian Morrison, Shona Turner 
Sat. 10 Jan. -  Ena Grove, Muriel Parker 
Fri. 16 Jan. -  Sheila Hanlon, Christine Saunders 
Fri. 23 Jan. -  Sheena Love, Agnes Algie 
S/S 30 Jan. -  Anita Gillespie, J. Campbell 
Sat.  7 Feb. -  Elizabeth Barclay, Liz Sutherland 
Fri. 13 Feb. -  Ann Turner, Elsa Kirk 
Fri. 20 Feb. -  Maureen Crilley, Eileen Ramsay 
Sat. 28 Feb. -  Susan Cross, Nan Smith 
 
If any of the above dates are not suitable, please feel free to 
swap with someone else or, alternatively, contact me.   Please 
also see me if you wish to join the rota:  you will be needed only 
every ten weeks or so.                   

Ann Turner 
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  7th  - Jenny Horwood 
14th - Margaret Sommerville 
21st  - Mary McGonagle 
28th  - John Gray 
 
Many thanks to all who have donated flowers for the church. 
 
Once again we would like to place poinsettias on the church 
windowsills during the festive period.   Any small donations 
towards the purchase of the plants would be much appreciated 
and can be given to Joyce or Anita. 
 
Anita Gillespie and Joyce White 
Flower Convenors 

 

              

 

 
Deaths 

October -  Mrs. Knox, Saltcoats. -  Parish Funeral 
  -  Mr. H. Wallace, The Braes, Saltcoats 
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Sunday, 30th November -  First Sunday in Advent 
Sunday,  7th December -  Worship (a short Communion at 
  close of service) 
Sunday, 14th December -  Gift Service 
Sunday, 21st December -  Family Service and Sunday 
     School Nativity 
Wed., 24th December  -  6.30 p.m. -  Short Carol Service 
    -  11.30 p.m. -  Watchnight Service 
    -  Tea, coffee and mince pies will  
       be served after the 6.30 p.m.  
       service and before the 11.30  
       p.m. service 
Sunday, 28th December -  Worship  
 

                
   

    

 

Material for the FEBRUARY edition of the magazine 
will be due on Sunday, 18th January, 2015.    (There 
is normally no January edition).      
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Mondays: 2.00 p.m. - Afternoon club for beginners’, 
improvers bridge, crafts, etc. 

 7.30 p.m. - Country Dancing (a social 
dancing class) 

Tuesdays: 10.30 a.m. - Informal mid-week service 
 6.00 p.m. – Girls' Brigade 

Wednesdays: 10.30 a.m. - Keep Fit Class 
 2.00 p.m. (fortnightly) – The Guild  

Thursdays: 9.30 a.m. - Mother and Toddler Group 

Fridays: 6.00 p.m. – Boys' Brigade 

 

 

 

 
 

 


