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November, 2014 
 

 

Dear Friends, 

Recently Susan and I had a three day-stay in a lighthouse. 

The interesting thing for me was the lighthouse was still in 
use, although fully automated. 

The other interesting thing was that the lamp didn’t shine 
over land - only over the sea. 

As I was thinking about this, it occurred to me that this 
reminded me of the Church. 

As Christians, we are called to be lights in the world but so 
often fail. 

Like the lighthouse, we only shine on a part of God’s 
Kingdom. 

We can’t quite summon the energy to push the Kingdom 
forward. 

As we approach a time of remembering in the Church, let us 
think about those who gave their all for Queen and Country. 

They didn’t hold back, and neither must we, because we 
serve our Lord and Master. 

Arthur Sherratt 



2 
 

 

On the evening of 4 August 2014, I stood quietly with a 
friend and with a gentleman from The British Legion, the 
three of us silently contemplating the World War 1 Memorial 
on South Beach, Ardrossan.  On that memorial are the 
names of the 150 men from the town who had lost their 
lives in the “War to End All Wars”: 150 lives lost from a 
population of approximately 6000, losses repeated in every 
community in the land.   It is each individual name that tells 
the story of war to me:  each one a man with family, friends 
and colleagues, lives with stories to be told. 
 
The three of us stood silently to remember the horror of a 
war that had begun a hundred years ago and thoughts 
turned to later wars and conflicts involving our military that 
have persisted over the generations since that date:  World 
War 2, Palestine, Ireland, Malaya, Korea, Suez, Kenya, 
Cyprus, Borneo, Aden, Northern Ireland, The Falklands, The 
Gulf, The Balkans, Afghanistan, Iran ….far from an 
exhaustive list. 
 
Remembering the words of Sir Edward Grey, Foreign 
Secretary, on 3 August 1914, “The lamps are going out all 
over Europe. We shall not see them lit again in our 
lifetime,” we turned for home glimpsing in the gloaming yet 
another memorial stone for the sinking of HMS Dasher – 
another tragedy of yet another war. 
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Two good friends of mine, Gordon and Jimmy, brothers 
respectively of Lesley Boyle and Ann Turner, recently 
visited Arras, The Somme and Ypres. Jimmy referred to a 
poem written by a 24-year-old from the Devonshires who 
wrote the night before “going over the top” three verses 
ending with the following lines: 
 “Oh Lord, teach me to be a man.” 
 “Oh Lord, teach me to be a soldier.” 
 “Oh Lord, teach me to die.” 
This young man was killed the following morning and was 
posthumously awarded the M.C.   

I too have made these visits better to try to understand 
both World Wars: to Arnhem and Oosterbeek; to 
Arromanches and the D-Day Beaches; to the Caen Memorial; 
to the Walcheren Islands; to Normandy; to Flanders and to 
Jewish memorials in France and the Netherlands; to Anne 
Frank’s House; to Pegasus Bridge and to many, many 
cemeteries both Allied and German. Uplifting  sometimes; 
heart-breaking, always. 
 
If it is the history books, the documentaries, the poetry, the 
literature, the visits and indeed the memorials which inform 
me about World War 1, then indeed it was my post–war 
upbringing which informed me of World War 2: an uncle who 
served with The Black Watch, plucked from the sea during 
the evacuation from Dunkirk and whose health never 
recovered; another uncle of the officer class whose war was 
fought in North Africa and Italy; a step-mother who, as an 
evacuee bound for Canada, survived the torpedoes which hit 
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the SS Volendam 200 miles off the Irish coast in August 1940 
and who later also  survived the Clydebank Blitz of March 
1941.  It was, however, my father’s narrative, a sergeant 
with the 6th Battalion, Highland Light Infantry, which was 
told only in part over many years, that gave me perhaps the 
greater insight into that dark period in our national history. 
 
He told of his company’s march through one small French 
village and of the old crone who spat on his uniform.   
Suffice to say, this one action begat a lifetime of prejudice 
against the French!   He loathed the Nazis but had great 
sympathy for many German soldiers and the suffering of 
their civilian population. Apparently German POW’s were 
good singers! Without bitterness, he spoke of the years’ 
training in mountain combat in preparation for an invasion 
of Norway, only for the high command to send them to 
liberate the Netherlands instead.   He was granted two 
days’ leave in 1941 to marry my mother: Glengarnock 
Church, a high tea in Ayr then back to the war. 
 
When I wear my poppy or watch the Festival of 
Remembrance or the ceremonial of Remembrance Sunday or 
stand in silence for two brief minutes, I think of that one 
old soldier who survived the war but also of those who 
never came home.  I think of their families and of young 
lives cut short or blighted by war, even today.   I think of 
the countless civilians who have suffered and who continue 
to suffer the consequences of war.  I think I am indeed the 
undeserving beneficiary of the sacrifices made by others 
unknown but “Known unto God.” 
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With whose words to conclude: Wilfred Owen and the pity 
of war?   Sassoon and his graphic realism?   Binyon’s “For 
the Fallen” whose fourth stanza is spoken on every occasion 
of remembrance, “They shall grow not old, as we that are 
left grow old”?  Perhaps not, perhaps words closer to home.   
Chris Tavendale rages against “The madness beyond the 
hills” in Sunset Song and the minister, at the 
commemoration of the Kinraddie War Memorial on the 
Standing Stones above Blawearie, preaches on Revelation 
Ch. 2, v. 28. The most memorable passage for me is not the 
political but the intensely human and spiritual: 
“Nothing, it has been said, is true but change, nothing 
abides……beyond it and us, there shines a greater hope and 
a newer world.” 
 
Contributed 
 
 

 

Almighty and Eternal God, from whose love in Christ we 
cannot be parted, either by death or life: 

Hear our prayers and thanksgivings for all whom we 
remember this day; 

Fulfil them in the purpose of your love; and bring us all, 
with them, to your eternal joy, through Jesus Christ our 
lord. 
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O God of truth and justice 

We hold before you those men and women who have died in 
active service: 

In Iraq, in Afghanistan and elsewhere. 

As we honour their courage and cherish their memory, may 
we put our faith in your future; for you are the source of 
life and hope, now and forever. 

Amen 

              

 

 

The children have been working on their harvest poster in 
October and this is on display in the hall.   Also on display 
are the pictures of our fun day in June – please do have a 
look at them. 

Our pennies this year are being collected for the Teenage 
Cancer Trust, and we thank you for your continued support. 

Sunday School Teachers 
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November is a busy month for the Guild: 

At 2 p.m. on 5th November, we are taking the Guild 
meeting at South Beach House, entitled Scots Fayre, with 
Willie Parker providing the entertainment. 

During morning service on Sunday, 16th November, there 
will be the Dedication of the Guild.   We hope to have a 
good turn-out of members for this. 

Guild Week runs from 16th – 22nd November and we are 
having a Beetle Drive on Wednesday, 19th November, 
followed by tea.   Tickets are priced at £1, with everyone 
welcome.  

The Christmas Fayre is being held on Saturday, 22nd 
November.   Once again we will be having a red-and-green 
stall.   Any donations  in either of these colours will be 
much appreciated. 

Sheila Sarginson 

 

              
 



8 
 

 

It seems no time at all since we were planning this event 
last year!   However, preparations are well ahead for this 
year's Christmas Fayre to be held on Saturday, 22nd 
November. 
 
The stalls include home-baking, which is always a firm 
favourite and the first stall to sell out!   There will be a stall 
with red-and-green items, bric-a-brac, crafts, games, books 
and toys.   Other attractions this year include 'Name the 
Dolly', mystery bags, 'Find Cuddles the soft toy', 'Guess the 
Weight of the Cake' and 'Amount of Sweets in the Jar'.   
Donations for any of the above or for the tea-room will be 
most welcome.   See either Nan or Evelyn or bring along on 
the day.   Better still, why don't you join us for a morning of 
fun, have tea, coffee and lovely home-baking, and do a bit 
of Christmas shopping too! 
 
The small hall will again be used as the "Kiddies Corner" and 
this free activity has proved to be very successful in the 
past. 
 
Admission charge for adults is £3 and children go free:  all 
monies will go towards church funds. 
 
Feel free to join us on 22nd November from 10 a.m. till 1 
p.m. – a date to highlight in your diary! 
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At the Kirk Session meeting on 5th November, we will 
welcome our three new elders – Julie Fisher, Archie Kerr 
and Shona Turner - to their first Session meeting.   I'm sure 
they will be a welcome addition to our numbers.   We wish 
them many happy years working for St. Cuthbert's. 
 
Evelyn Slater 
Session Clark 
 

              
 

 

Safeguarding Training for new volunteers and those wishing 
update training will take place in the Ardrossan & Saltcoats 
Kirkgate Parish Church on Saturday, 15th November, 2014:  
registration will be at 9.45 a.m. for a prompt start at 10 
a.m. until 1 p.m.  Anyone wishing to attend should contact 
me on 01294 464294 by Sunday, 9th November. 
 
Maureen Crilley, 
Safeguarding Co-ordinator 
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 2nd - Nancy Smith 
 9th - Catherine Stewart 
16th - Margaret Reid 
23rd - Adele Kerr 
30th - Ann Turner 
 
Many thanks to all who have donated flowers for the 
church. 
 
Anita Gillespie and Joyce White 
Flower Convenors 

              
 

 
Many thanks are extended to all who bought my jams and 
chutneys.   It was a bumper year for brambles and I was 
able to increase production.  As a result, £550 has been 
given to church funds. 

Thank you also to those who contributed fruit and sugar. 
Please keep saving the jars as I hope to fill them again next 
year. 

Muriel Parker 
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Fri.  7 Nov. -  Sheila Hanlon, Christine Saunders 
Fri. 14 Nov. -  Sheena Love, Agnes Algie 
Sat. 22 Nov. -  Elizabeth Barclay, Liz Sutherland 
Fri. 28 Nov. -  Ann Turner, Elsa Kirk 
Fri.   5 Dec. -  Maureen Crilley, Elaine Ramsay 
Sat. 13 Dec. -  Susan Cross, Nan Smith 
Fri. 19 Dec. -  Elizabeth Murray, Sheila Hanlon 
 
If any of the above dates are not suitable, please feel free 
to swap with someone else or, alternatively, contact me.   
Please also see me if you wish to join the rota:  you will be 
needed only every ten weeks or so.                   

Ann Turner 
 

              

 

 

 
The Dentist’s Hymn:   Crown him with many crowns 
The Weatherman’s Hymn:   Summer suns are glowing 
The Contractor’s Hymn:   The Church’s one foundation 
The Tailor’s Hymn:   Holy, holy, holy 
The Golfer’s Hymn:   There is a green hill far away 
The Zoo Keeper’s Hymn:   All creatures of our God and  
              King 
The Baker’s Hymn:   When the roll is called up yonder 
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The Geologist’s Hymn:   Rock of ages 
The Farmer’s Hymn:   We plough the fields and scatter 
The Chiropodist’s Hymn:   One more step along the world 
     I go 
 

              

 
 

     

 
 
Sunday, 2nd November -  Worship (including a short  
     Communion at close of service)    
Sunday, 9th November -  Remembrance Service 
Sunday, 16th November -  Dedication of The Guild and 
    CrossReach    

   (Start of Guild and CrossReach  
    weeks) 

Saturday, 22nd November -  Christmas Fayre 
Sunday, 30th November -  First Sunday in Advent 
Sunday, 7th December -  Worship (including a short 

Communion at close of service) 
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Deaths 

October -  Mrs. Irene Kerr, Caledonia Road, Saltcoats 

-  Mrs. Main, Lauriston Court, Ardrossan 

              
 

 

 

 

 

Material for the next edition of the magazine will 
be due on Sunday, 23rd November, 2014.        
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Mondays: 2.00 p.m. - Afternoon club for 
beginners’, improvers bridge, crafts, 
etc. 

 7.30 p.m. - Country Dancing (a social 
dancing class) 

Tuesdays: 10.30 a.m. - Informal mid-week service 
 6.00 p.m. – Girls' Brigade 

Wednesdays: 10.30 a.m. - Keep Fit Class 
 2.00 p.m. (fortnightly) – The Guild  

Thursdays: 9.30 a.m. - Mother and Toddler Group 

Fridays: 6.00 p.m. – Boys' Brigade 

 

 


