
September, 2015

From the Manse

Dear Friends,

I wonder how many of you managed a holiday this year and, if you did, was it a happy one for you?   
Was it fun- packed or stressful?

I have to admit that the Christian Church does not have a very good track record when it comes to fun.
Its darkest hour was probably when the Kirk did not allow the singing of hymns other than the 
metrical psalms, and pipe organs were banned and many of the great festivals like Christmas were 
frowned upon.

Years ago I can remember a congregation advertising a forthcoming family day with the phrase that 
Christians 'really did have fun'.   

To be honest, I cringed at such a statement:  as if the very need to print those words suggested to the 
readers the very opposite:   Christians were so dull and boring we needed to advertise when we were 
going to have fun in case the world at large didn’t notice it.

Summer is a time when we can really have fun - the game of bowls, the sunny afternoon, the golf 
match with good friends.

There is not much in the way of fun these days, with talk of the recession still biting:

worries about the Food Bank;
worries about pensions;
the sail on the Waverley;
the long-anticipated holiday.

Perhaps you feel that having fun is in some way contrary to Christianity, but that’s not what Jesus said.
He said, "I have come that they have life and have it abundantly".

Isn’t that a wonderful promise?

Arthur Sherratt



Church Organist

Members of the congregation who have been attending regularly will be aware that Rosemary Smith, 
one of our choir members of long standing, has been playing the organ for many of our Sunday 
morning services since the beginning of the year.

We are delighted that Rosemary has agreed to become our organist and will shortly be commencing 
fortnightly rehearsals with the choir. Rosemary enjoys playing for our services but will be happy to re-
join the ranks as soon as a suitably-qualified organist becomes available.

New choir members will be warmly welcomed and anyone interested can “test the water” by coming 
along to any of the rehearsals.   Please speak to any of the choir members or to Rosemary.   (See 
elsewhere in the magazine).

St. Cuthbert’s has a long tradition and association with church music.
In the words of the song – “Come on board, there’s room for many more!”

William Parker

The Guild

The new session of The Guild begins on Wednesday, 9th September, at 2 p.m. with a Beetle Drive, 
followed by tea.   Tickets at £1 each, including tea, are on sale from Guild members.   Do please come 
along for a fun afternoon:  all are welcome.

Now for a taste of things to come:  our next meeting will be a talk by Rev. T. Bogle on "Weddings I have
Done".

At the following meeting, we will have a lady, assisted by her three dogs, demonstrating Pet Therapy.

We do have a varied programme throughout the session.   This will be posted on the Guild notice-
board in the hall, so do come along if something takes your fancy.    We look forward to seeing you!

Sheila Sarginson

Harvest Thanksgiving

The Harvest Thanksgiving Service will be held on Sunday, 27th September. Gifts of non-perishable 
goods can be handed in on Saturday, 26th,  or on the Sunday.

The Glasgow City Mission will receive the items this year.

Evelyn Slater



Choir

Choir practices will resume on Thursday, 10th  September, at 7.30 p.m., and fortnightly thereafter.
 It would be great to welcome some new members to the choir so, if you enjoy singing, please come 
along on Thursday evening and help us make some joyful music.   No experience is required as "on-
the-job training" will be given!

It is important that the choir remains an integral part of our Sunday worship, especially during our 
search for a permanent organist and choirmaster.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the choir members who have sung in the choir 
throughout the summer months.   I have really appreciated their support as I, too, am doing "on-the-
job training".

Anthems for September:
6th -   Lead me Lord
13th -   O let the son of God enfold you
20th -   O send thy light forth and thy truth
27th -   For the beauty of the earth

Rosemary Smith

Iona Pilgrimage

North Parish Church in Saltcoats are hoping to organise a pilgrimage to Iona next year.   If you are 
interested in a week of exploring faith and meeting other Christians please contact Mrs. K. McIlreavy 
on 01294 650044 or by e-mail at:  h.mcilreavy@sky.com.

Graeme Sutherland

Church Flowers

Flower donations in September:
6th -   Maureen Crilley
13th -   Christine Carswell
20th -   Margaret Hall
27th -   Liz Copland

Many thanks are extended to all those who have donated flowers to the church.   It is much 
appreciated.

Anita Gillespie and Joyce White
Flower Convenors

mailto:h.mcilreavy@sky.com


Fashion Show

We are planning to use our church to house a Fashion Show given by the Dressing Room Boutique of 
Saltcoats.

This will be held in the main hall on Thursday, 1st October, at 7.30 p.m.   Tickets will cost £5 per person
and this includes refreshments.

Please come along and support the models who will be from our own congregation.

Fund-raising Team

Afternoon Club

The Afternoon Club will resume on Monday, 7th September.  We meet in the small halls from 2 p.m. 
until 4 p.m.

We have a Bridge Class for beginners and intermediate players in one room, and various forms of 
craftwork in another room.

We all get together half-way through the afternoon for tea, biscuits – and a chat!

New members will be made most welcome.

Nan Smith

Country Dance Club

The Country Dance Club will commence on Monday, 14th  September, at 7.30 p.m.   This is open to 
anyone who is interested in Scottish country dancing - even if you have not danced for many years or 
would just like to learn.   Do come along and find out more.

Ann Turner



Exercise Class

Our very popular exercise has class has now resumed after the 'summer' break.   We meet in the hall 
every Wednesday morning at 10.30 for an hour of music and movement, led by our tutor, Donna.

If you feel you would like to do a little exercise then do come along.   The nature of the class is such 
that it caters for all levels of fitness and you simply work within the limits of your own body's 
capabilities but, whatever stage you may be at, there is always some benefit to be gained from even 
the gentlest of exercise.   If you are unsure of being fit enough to take part, Donna will advise.

We have one brave male member among our number so I'm sure he would welcome some company!

Christine Saunders
CrossReach

The Christmas catalogue will be available from end of August.   I will have sample cards, etc. as in the 
past. 

I do hope that many will support this initiative on behalf of CrossReach which is the Social Care arm of 
the Church.   Their work is valued across Scotland and helps many of the needy and vulnerable 
members of our society. 

Thank you all.

Evelyn Slater

Cleaning Rota

Fri.     4 Sept. -  Elsa Kirk, Ann Turner
Fri.   11 Sept. -  Maureen Crilley, Eileen Ramsay
Sat. 19 Sept. -  Susan Cross, Nan Smith
Fri.   25 Sept. -  Sheila Hanlon, Elizabeth Murray
Sun.   4 Oct. -  Gillian Morrison, Shona Turner
Fri.      9 Oct. -  Ena Grove, Muriel Parker
Fri.    16 Oct. -  Sheila Hanlon, Christine Saunders
Fri.    23 Oct. -  Sheena Love, Agnes Algie

If any of the above dates are not suitable, please feel free to swap with someone else or, alternatively, 
contact me.

Ann Turner



Scottish Song Quiz Answers 

As promised, here are the quiz answers supplied by Christian Aid (with their spelling!)

1.   Near those nice TSB and RBS  buildings: By Yon Bonnie Banks
2.   Country of courage:  Scotland The Brave
3.   National flora: Flower Of Scotland
4.   Of riversides and hillsides: Ye Banks and Braes
5.   Lovely cake: Bonnie Dundee
6.   River aria: The Song of The Clyde
7.   Girl with a truck? Sounds like it!:  Annie Laurie
8.   Tether new oar - to this?:  The Rowan Tree
9.   Pretty lass from the west:  Bonnie Mary of Argyll
10. Air on a jam sandwich: The Jeely Piece Song
11. Ace shot shaw - about Bannockburn?: Scots Wha Hae
12. Celestial ship shanty: The Skye boat Song
13. Google  maps might supply this information: The Road and The Miles to Dundee
14. Power cut in Mull would render it thus: The Dark Island
15. EU galls Danny - especially  after the bells: Auld Lang Syne
16.  The Weegies anthem: I Belong to Glasgow
17.  Scientist’s woodland: Kelvin Grove
18.  Returning from the East: Westering Home
19.  Family: My Ain Folk
20.  Scot’s definition of “Aurora Borealis”: The Northern Lights of Old Aberdeen
21.  1/2d to stop the wean greetin’ for this: Coulter’s Candy
22.  Small barrel maker from the Ancient Kingdom:  The Wee Cooper o' Fife
23.  Was he in the tartan army?: A Scottish Soldier
24.  Watered whisky: Campbeltown Loch
25.  Admit to a passion for a famous dog: I Love a lassie
26.  Girl’s big day: Mhairie’s Wedding
27.  Hazel-dark-haired lassie: Nut Brown Maiden
28.  Question you might ask of a duck in underpants: Donald Where’s Your Troosers?
29.  So ugly man at bingo – across the minch: Mingulay Boat Song
30.  Furious ben and herb: Wild Mountain Thyme

Graeme Sutherland



Church Register

Death:
June - Mrs. A. Baillie, Barnett Court,  Saltcoats

New Member by Transference Certificate:

Mrs. Tracey Turnbull, 25 Hillside, West Kilbride

We extend a warm welcome to all new members and look forward to their participation in the life and
work of our beautiful place of worship.

William Parker

Weekly Calendar

Mondays:
2:00 p.m. - Afternoon club for beginners’, improvers bridge, crafts, etc.
7:30 p.m. - Country Dancing (a social dancing class)

Tuesdays:
10:30 a.m. - Informal mid-week service
6:00 p.m. – Girls' Brigade

Wednesdays:
10:30 a.m. - Keep Fit Class
2:00 p.m. (fortnightly) – The Guild 

Thursdays:
9:30 a.m. - Mother and Toddler Group

Fridays:
6:00 p.m. – Boys' Brigade


	September, 2015
	From the Manse
	Church Organist
	The Guild
	Harvest Thanksgiving
	Choir
	Iona Pilgrimage
	Church Flowers
	Fashion Show
	Afternoon Club
	Country Dance Club
	Exercise Class
	Cleaning Rota
	Scottish Song Quiz Answers
	Church Register
	Weekly Calendar



