
     Saltcoats St Cuthbert’s  

           Church Magazine 
 

                      
   

               May 2018        

                           Website: www.saltcoats-stcuthberts.org.uk 

                                Email: stcuthberts100@btinternet.com 

From the Interim Moderator 
 

The Scottish Government has designated 2018 The Year of Young People. 
Keen to get in on the act, the Church of Scotland has done the same. It seems 
to me that there is a large generation gap between the older generation and 
young people. The young use social media: Facebook, Twitter, Snapchat, 
YouTube, Instagram. Myspace and many other platforms and they interact 
with each other in ways which many of us don’t understand. Many of their 
values and attitudes are quite different from ours. 
 

“The young people of today think of nothing but themselves. They have no 
reverence for parents or old age. They talk as if they know everything….as for 
the girls, they are immodest and unwomanly in speech, behaviour and dress.” 
That was said by Peter the Monk in 1274. 
 

Lack of understanding between the generations is no new issue, neither is the 
condescension from the older generation! There are so many things which I 
admire about the younger generation. They are far more engaged with 
environmental issues than many of us often are. They also tend to be more 
tolerant of difference: sexual orientation; disability; transgender issues; 
people of different races and creeds, than many of their elders. 
 

In reality young people aren’t that different from us: they are trying to make 
sense of the world in their own way. They have the same anxieties, 
insecurities and hopes that we have. Community is enriched by the 
contributions of both the older and younger generations. We all have 
different talents to offer. We should redouble our efforts to ensure that young 
people find a place of welcome in the church even if it on their terms rather 
than ours. The church premises at St. Cuthbert’s are used by many young 
people over the course of a week and it is the responsibility of all of us to 
ensure that they know they are welcome and valued by the church 
community. 
 

My hope is that this Year of Young People will help us focus on the value of 
diversity and the contribution that people of every age group can make in 
creating a community where everyone has a part to play. 
 

Fraternally  
 

David Watson.         01475 672370      dwatson@churchofscotland.org.uk 
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We have a New Minister 
 

On Sunday 29th April 2018 the members of Saltcoats St. Cuthbert’s elected our 
new minister. We welcome Rev. Sarah Nicol with joy and gratitude and we 
look forward to her induction which looks likely will take place in early August. 
 

This year during the annual General Assembly, the Church of Scotland will 
celebrate the historic 50th anniversary of the decision to ordain women as 
ministers of word and sacrament. 
 

It was indeed heartening to see the church so well attended on 29th April and 
we fervently hope that those members and friends who attended on the day 
will continue to support the church and the minister in the months and years 
ahead. And what a joy it was to see the children and young people of St 
Cuthbert’s there in such numbers. You are our future.  
 

We in St. Cuthbert’s are indeed blessed, not only by the appointment of our 
minister but by our good fortune in that on 26th April 2018 there were 133 
vacancies for parish ministers on the Church of Scotland website. 
 

We owe a deep debt of gratitude to our locum, Bert McCool, who has 
conducted worship; funerals and pastoral visits in the vacancy. Bert has done 
a great job and we are most grateful to him. Bert, you will always be welcome 
at St. Cuthbert’s. We shall keep you in a job for a while yet. 
 

Rev. David Watson, our Interim Moderator, has put in an immense amount of 
work on our behalf. He has conducted worship; funerals, weddings and 
baptisms; led the Session; led the Nominating Committee and responded to 
all requests for advice and help, all in addition to his own duties at Clark 
Memorial in Largs; his work as Moderator of Ardrossan Presbytery and a visit 
to Malawi.  
 

Further blessed are we in St. Cuthbert’s as we have Rosemary Smith as 
organist. Rosemary provides the wonderful sound-track to the most solemn 
occasion and to the most joyous. The alternative in many churches who lack 
an organist is a “ Hymn Karaoke Machine.” Heaven forfend. The skill in playing 
the organ such as we have in St Cuthbert’s has been compared to the multi-
tasking needed for flying a helicopter. Rosemary, you are worth your weight in 
gold. Next time we see a helicopter we shall wave in case Rosemary is the 
pilot.                                                                                                                             

Your Nominating Committee worked as a team during the vacancy and wishes 
to record most sincere thanks to Alec Wilkie of Clyde Studios, Saltcoats for the 
design and production of our Parish Profile which was sent out to all eligible 
ministers in the church. It was eye-catching and effective and played its part in 
bringing Rev Sarah Nicol to us. 
 

During the interview process our Nominating Committee spent a very 
pleasant afternoon in the company of Sarah and her husband Stewart. They 
had made the long journey from Aberdeen to visit the church and find out a 
little more about the locality and the congregation. Before leaving Sarah was 
given a gift of flowers as a thank you for traveling such a distance. A few days 
later Elsa received an email part of which read – 
 

Hello Elsa. 
Sending a photo of your lovely 
flowers - with a text from a 
daily text calendar in the 
church office (not looked at 
every day!) 
When I looked into the office 
on Sunday I noticed that by 
"co-incidence" on 
20th March, the day of our 
visit to you, the picture was of 
a rose of peach colour, 
matching your flower 
arrangement, and the text 
was from Isaiah,  "I heard the 
voice of the Lord, saying, 
'Whom shall I send, and who 
will go for Me?'  Then said I, 
'Here am I; send me.'"    
                
The Nominating Committee is now discharged- with joy and thanksgiving for 
the election of Sarah.   Thank you one and all for all your support. 
 

Maureen & Robin Crilley, Hunter Grove, Simon Hales, Elsa Kirk, Adele & Archie 
Kerr, William Parker, Evelyn Slater, Nan Smith, Shona Turner & David Watson 



From the Session Clerk 

Sunday 29th April is the day we will remember when a breath of fresh air 

blew through St Cuthbert’s. Sarah Nicol preached as Sole Nominee. It was 

a Joyous occasion and I am glad to have been part of it. I am sure Sarah will 

lead us forward with enthusiasm and joy. Let us all embrace this 

opportunity to help St Cuthbert’s move ahead as a vibrant, welcoming 

church for everyone. 

                               The Call                               
Now that our congregation has elected Rev. Sarah Nicol to be our minister 

a Call has been prepared and this will available in the church until Sunday 

20th May for those on the Electoral Roll to sign. A paper of Concurrence will 

be available for those connected with the church but not on the Electoral 

Roll to sign. Children are welcome to add their names to this paper. 

Evelyn Slater 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK  13-19 MAY 

Christian Aid Week is fast approaching, and as always we are looking for 

volunteers to help with this worthwhile cause. If you would like to take part 

in the door to door collection through the week, or the street collection on 

Saturday 19th, please contact Graeme or Liz Sutherland (Tel: 465744) 

Men’s Club                                                            

On the 10th of April, Mr Wilson from the Ancient Order of Kilwinning 

Archers gave a well received presentation on the history of the order. It 

was most enjoyable and our thanks go to Mr Wilson.  On the 24th of April, 

Mr Hall, an Amateur Historian and retired policeman gave a fascinating 

address on the Victoria Cross from it’s origins in 1856 up to the present 

day. The brave deeds of many of the recipients were ably described. The 

last meeting before the summer break will be on 8 May. 

Tom Sommerville 

The Guild                                                                      

The Spring Rally, held in the High Kirk Hall, Stevenston, was well attended. 

The meeting opened with Songs of Praise postponed from February, 

followed by the annual business meeting and the customary "cup of tea". 

We thank Rosemary for her musical accompaniment. Congratulations to 

Bea on becoming the new Resources Representative.                                  

Our last meeting of this session was an illustrated talk on Glasgow's 

architectural gems, and told us the history of them.                                      

Our outing this year is on May 9 to Lauriston Hotel for Afternoon Tea. 

The Summer Rally is on June 5., on Cumbrae - only a short sail this time! 
More details will be available nearer the time.                               
We look forward to seeing you back in September. 

Sheila Sarginson 

 

Choir 

6/5.    Father of heaven                                  Hymn 483 
13/5   Blessing and honour and glory.         Hymn 443 
20/5   Before the throne of God above.      Hymn 466 
27/5   Fairest Lord Jesus.                                Hymn 463 
 

Rosemary Smith 
 

Thank You 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all friends and acquaintances 

for the many cards and good wishes that I received after my recent 

fall.  Also many thanks to Bert McCool for a very pleasant visit and to 

anyone who has stood in to cover church duties.  Finally a big thank you to 

Flower Ladies for beautiful deliveries.  All this has been very much 

appreciated.   Hope to be back with you soon.                                                          
 

Susan Cross. 



Community Cafe    

                      Wed 9th & 23rd May.  11:30am - 1:30pm 

                     Call in, catch up, fill up and relax in great company 
 

                                          

                                     Sample Menu 

                                    Special      £3.50       Donations of home baking, books and    

                                     Mince & Tatties           magazines gratefully appreciated.      
                                        Soup £1.50                  

                                   Sandwiches £1.50            

                                            Cake 50p           Ever fancied being a waiter/waitress? 

                                     Tea & Coffee £1                 – now’s your chance! 

                                            Free refill   

 

 

Our numbers have been increasing slowly over the past 4 lunches.              

For the last lunch the Lasagne made as a special sold out in 30mins.       

What a surprise!     

Do you have any special request? Just let us know. 

It’s a great way to meet friends and pass the day. 

We have a book stall, magazines and games.  

Looking forward to meeting you all.  

 Angela Beattie      Tel:01294 829612 
 

Flower Donations 
May                                       June                                  
  6th   Lesley Boyle                  3    Evelyn Slater     

13th   Marion Mitchell         10   Irene Hogarth 

20th   Ena Grove                    17   Ella Gibb 

27th   Joan Aitken                  24   Primrose Canavan 
 

Annita Gillespie and Elsa Kirk     Flower convenors 

Afternoon Club 
 

 World Mission Stamp Appeal. 

I received a nice letter last week, thanking our congregation for the used 

stamps collected and for the continued support. In 2017, £2,194.00 was 

raised. The appeal which started in April this year is raising money for the 

Hungarian Reformed church in Transcarpathia in Ukraine which gives 

valuable support to children and young people with learning difficulties 

and disabilities. They help run a number of day care centres which provide 

educational, emotional, and physical support, allowing them to live life in 

all its fullness, and to enjoy participating in society and family life.  

We are fortunate in St Cuthberts to collect enough stamps to help the 

World Mission Stamp Appeal and also the Crossreach Stamp Appeal which 

provides various services in Scotland. Please keep your stamps coming in 

for these two very worthwhile causes. The Afternoon Club finishes for the 

summer break on Monday 14th of May and will resume on Monday 3rd 

September, where new members will be made to feel welcome. In the 

meantime club members hope you all have a warm, relaxing summer. 

Nan Smith 
 

Sunday School 
 

We are now thinking about our summer outing. How time flies. 
The proposed date for this is Saturday 2nd June. More details to follow 
soon. The Books will be presented on Sunday 10th June when the Sunday 
School will close for the summer break. 
As you will see from our boards we have finished the story of Moses, and 
this turned out to be a story most of the children had not heard.  During 
the next month we will be learning about worship in countries overseas. 
 

Our pennies collection for the Children’s Hospice stands at £157 and a big 
thank you to everyone in the congregation who has helped us reach this 
total so far.   We will still be collecting pennies for the hospice until June 
and any coins received after this date will go towards next year. 
 

Sunday School Teachers 



Girls' Brigade.  
 

On Tuesday 17th April a representative from Mary's Meal visited the 
company to uplift 10 backpacks filled by the girls and leaders with essential 
items such as flip flops, shorts, t shirts, notebook, pencils, soap, toothpaste 
etc for children aged 8-11 years and which will eventually make their way 
to recipients in Malawi.   
 

On Saturday 28th April GB Scotland is taking over Kelburn Country Park 
when over 900 girls and leaders will attend the Mad Hatter's Tea 
Party/Alice in Wonderland as part of the GB 125 celebrations. Now where 
did I put that blue hairband!! 
The next few Tuesday evenings will see us preparing for our annual display 
and presentation of awards which will take place on Tuesday 29th May.   
 

Lorna Hamilton.  Captain.   

 
Teenage Cancer Trust 
 

On Saturday 24th March three young people from St Cuthbert’s 
volunteered to help raise funds for Teenage Cancer Trust.  Megan Roberts, 
Sarah Park and Amy Park, along with three youngsters from Kilwinning 
willingly gave up their Saturday afternoon to be involved in a national 
fundraising day at Aldi in Saltcoats.                                                                
Their efforts exceeded all expectations and jointly they helped to raise 
£1710; the largest amount collected at any Aldi store in the UK that 
weekend.  The girls’ conduct and enthusiasm were highly praised by the 
ALDI management and TCT organisers. They were a credit to themselves, 
their families and the church.  
 

TCT is a fantastic organisation which raises much needed funds to provide 
specialist nursing care and support for young people diagnosed with 
cancer. If you would like to know more about the charity and their work go 
to www.teenagecancertrust.org 
 

Liz Sutherland 
 

Summer Concert 
 

Kilmarnock based choir Achoired Taste are presenting their 10th 

Anniversary Concert “Hooray for Hollywood” in the Grand Hall, Kilmarnock 

on Saturday 2nd June at 7.30pm. Tickets priced £10 can be obtained from 

William (471207) or Ena (464437).  A bus (£8) will be arranged if a 

minimum of 16 passengers are guaranteed.    

Cleaning Rota 

Fri 4 May E Kirk M Parker 
Fri 11 May C Saunders S Hanlon 
Fri 18 May  S Love A Algie 
Sat 26 May A Gillespie J Campbell 
Sat 2 June A Kerr Liz Sutherland 
Fri 8 June A Turner E Kirk 
Fri 15 June M Crilley E Ramsay 
Sat 23 June S Cross N Smith 
Fri 29 June S Hanlon E Murray 
Sun 8 July G Morrison S Turner 
Fri 13 July E Kirk M Parker 
Fri 20 July C Saunders S Hanlon 
Fri 27 July S Love A Algie 

 

Have a Smile 

Joe was opening a new business, and one of his friends decided to send 

flowers for the occasion. 

The flowers were delivered and Joe read the card which said “Rest in 

Peace”.      Joe was enraged and called the florist to complain.                                                                 

The florist replied, “Sir, I’m really sorry for the mistake, but rather than 

getting angry, you should imagine this: somewhere there is a funeral taking 

place today and they have flowers with a note saying, “Congratulations on 

your new location.” 

http://www.teenagecancertrust.org/


 

 

 

 Plant Sale 

Don’t forget that the highly successful Plant Sale will be held on Saturday 

12 May at 2pm.  Assistance with transport on the Friday evening and/or 

help on Saturday would be appreciated. Order forms are available in the 

church or from Ann Turner who virtually single-handedly raises the plants 

for this fundraiser. 

 

 

Diary Dates at a Glance 

May  8     Men’s Club 

May  9     Community Café 

                  Guild Afternoon Tea – Lauriston Hotel 

May 12    Plant Sale 

May 23    Community Cafe 

May 29    Girls’ Brigade Display 

June  2     Concert in Kilmarnock 

June  5     Guild Rally Cumbrae 

Sept         Fashion Show                                                                          

 

Ongoing                                                                                                          

Items for Foodbank                                                                                         

Sunday School pennies collection for the Children’s Hospice                         

 

 

         Weekly Calendar 

Sundays:        10.45 a.m.  -  Morning  Service,                   

                                                                                                                                                               Sunday School and Youth Group                                                    

Mondays:        2.00 p.m. – Afternoon Club  

                                 for bridge play & instruction, crafts, etc                                                   

.                          1.30 p.m. – Rennie Dance Academy      

                          7.30 p.m. – Country Dancing   

                                               (a social dancing class) 
 

Tuesdays:        6.00 p.m. – Girls Brigade 

                          7.00 p.m. – (fortnightly) Men’s Club 
 

Wednesdays:  10.30 a.m. – Walking Group 

                           11.30 a.m. – Community Cafe                      
                            (2nd & 4th Wednesdays)                        
                            2.00 p.m. -(fortnightly) The Guild 

                            6.00 p.m. - Weightwatchers 
 

Thursdays:         9.30 a.m. – Mother and Toddler Group 

                  6.30 p.m. – Anchor Boys 
 

Fridays:               6.00 p.m. Boys Brigade 

                                                           
 Scottish Charity Number: SC 002905 

   



 

 

 

 

 
 


