
Thursday 9th April 2020 

Greetings to all in the congregation of St. Cuthbert’s Church!  
  

In this third week of national restrictions during the Covid-19 crisis, I hope you 
and your families are keeping well, and finding the restrictions on meeting up 
with loved ones not too difficult.  We are so thankful for the invention of the 
telephone enabling our easy access to conversations over the phone with 
family and friends and fellow church members.  The further ability to see each 
other as we speak via skype or other forms of social media is another amazing 
invention which is helping us through this time.  However, we will all be 
looking forward to visiting each other at home and in church as soon as this is 
possible.  We can also look forward to helping local businesses get back on 
their feet as we go out for coffee and cakes in our favourite coffee shops.  I’m 
having a craving for those toasted scones with jam and cream at one of my 
favourite seaside venues!  

As you know, today is Maundy Thursday, when we would have been gathering 
in church this evening for a remembrance of Jesus’ Last Supper with His 
disciples.  I have heard that some branch of the Church is looking at live-
streaming a ‘virtual’ Lord’s Supper, but I am not sure how that will ‘work’.  
However, if we remember that Jesus sharing in the breaking of bread and the 
pouring out of wine was part of the evening meal in someone’s home, I would 
invite you to place a piece of bread and a glass of grape juice or wine in the 
centre of your dining table this evening.  This may not be a sacramental 
Communion service, but the presence of bread and wine will remind us of the 
Last Supper, of its symbolic visualisation of the broken body and shed blood of 
Jesus on the cross, and of our continuing communion as one body of believers 
with Christ crucified and risen.  May God bless us this Maundy Thursday 
evening with a reminder that nothing in death nor life can ever separate us 
from His love.   

This is also the evening when we are invited onto our doorsteps or by an open 
window to applaud all those working to care for us in the NHS and in care 
homes and in our own homes.  This ‘Thank-you’ is expanding to think of 
everyone carrying out essential work – to build temporary hospitals and clinics, 
to bring us medicine and food, to care for the children of key-workers, to keep 
the lights and heating on, to clear our rubbish and clean our public areas, to 
transport key-workers to where they need to be, to manage our security and 
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progress through this crisis.  Every week we realise that someone else is doing 
an essential work, and the list increases.  Most of us hope that we will not 
need to call on one group of people during this time, although everyone needs 
them at some time.  Let us remember those who work as funeral directors and 
in cemeteries and crematoria during this sad time.   

Lest you think I am ending on a gloomy note, may I invite you to read some 
verses from Romans 8 which I referred to earlier for our Maundy Thursday 
reflections at home, “Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall 
trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or 
sword?  No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who 
loved us.  For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor 
demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor 
depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the 
love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  Thanks be to God for His amazing 
love! 

With love and prayers from Sarah. 

 

 


