
It is often said that it’s good we don’t know what’s around the corner.  As we began 2020, 
who would have imagined the impact that a new virus would make on our lives and the life 
of the world?   

The period of ‘lockdown’ has been longer than we might have hoped, with the closure of 
our church buildings being just one aspect of the restrictions and sacrifices asked of us.   

Covid-19 has brought suffering to many – both directly through illness and bereavement, 
and also indirectly through its impact on our sense of wellbeing.  We have had to adapt to 
changes in how and when we have been able to meet up with our loved ones.  Many have 
faced the challenges of home schooling and working from home.   Many have been 
impacted by the loss of income and employment, and the wider economic downturn.  We 
have experienced restrictions on our freedom to travel, and have struggled with the 
uncertainty of what the new normal will look like and when it will evolve into something we 
understand and appreciate.   

While the pandemic may seem to have had the greatest impact on 2020, other unrelated 
life experiences will also have influenced our journey over the past few months.   

2020 will be embedded in our memories, that’s for sure!   

Some companies have even decided that creating a T-shirt to express the feeling, “2020 – 
been there, done that, got the T-shirt!” will be a great way of making money!   

Although this year has been tough, we have also discovered that some of our experiences 
have brought us new inspiration and courage.  Communities have found themselves drawn 
closer together through the common experience of lockdown.  People have helped shielding 
neighbours with shopping.  They have kept in touch by phone with those who live alone or 
waved to neighbours as they walked along the street.  Many went out every Thursday 
evening to show their appreciation for our NHS staff and Carers.   

During this period we have realised how much we depend on each other for the smooth 
running of our nation and our world.  We have rediscovered that there are lots of “essential 
workers” around.  Top of the list has been our NHS staff, who have looked after so many 
people with great compassion and courage.  We have also been reminded how much we 
need those who care for us and our loved ones in the community and in care homes.   

We have rediscovered an appreciation of the dedication of social workers and teachers, of 
the contribution of lorry drivers, farmers, fishermen, factory workers and retail staff.  We 
have affirmed the important work of refuse collectors, mail deliverers and funeral directors.  
We have depended on the research of scientists and the support of computer specialists.   

One of our Bible passages was the imagery of the Church as a body and this can apply more 
widely, reminding us of how much we need each other, not just in the Church, but in the 
community and nation and world.   

Many have also discovered that they received strength through those people who drew 
them nearer to God through prayers and readings and songs reaching into their lives via the 
internet, radio and television.  Some have spoken of the way the enforced reduction in 



activity has helped their personal spiritual journey, whether that be direct communion with 
God or simply reflecting on what is more worthwhile in life.   

I hope you have all found encouragement and help during these last few months through 
the worship brought to us by so many different churches using every form of electronic and 
digital technology available to us.  Alongside our church buildings reopening with some 
restrictions still imposed, let us remember that we still have access to these other ways of 
worshipping God as His worldwide Church.  Let’s make good use of every opportunity!   

 

 

Heavenly Father, we have been reminded over the last few months that You are near to us 
wherever we are -  

and wherever we are, we can worship You, and share with You the deepest thoughts of our 
hearts and minds.   

You are not bound to any building we construct or any place we define as ‘holy’.  You don’t 
need special places, and can surprise us with Your blessing in the most unexpected places – 
not just in the beauty of a sunset or soaring mountain or expanse of the ocean, but also in 
the darker corners of our troubled world as someone smiles in kindness, or reaches out to 
comfort another.   

You are everywhere, heavenly Father, in obvious and hidden places, and we praise You for 
every experience of Your embracing love.   

And yet, Lord, in certain buildings we find a peace that passes human understanding.  We 
feel close to You in places where others before us have lifted their voices in song and bowed 
their hearts in prayer, where people have listened for Jesus bringing again His message of 
love and mercy, challenge and hope.    

After five months away from this building, we pause to sense Your Presence here once again 
… 

Fill this place and fill our hearts anew with Your Holy Spirit, and lead us out from this place 
as servants of Your renewal for the world.  In Jesus’ Name, Amen.   

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your Name.   

Your Kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us today our daily bread.   

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Do not bring us to the time of trial, but deliver us from evil. 

For the Kingdom, the power and the glory are Yours, now and forever.  Amen. 

 


