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Minister’s Letter 
 

Dear friends, 

We were delighted to reopen the doors of St. Cuthbert’s Church on Sunday, 23rd August.  There are still some 
restrictions placed upon us in the light of the COVID-19 pandemic, such as a maximum number of 50 people in 
the sanctuary at any one time, with different households being seated 2 metres apart.  Up-to-date contact details 
have to be collected in case ‘Trace and Protect’ procedures are necessary.  We are also required to wear face 
masks inside the building and use hand sanitiser on entry.  Disappointingly, hymn-singing is not yet permitted, but 
we live in hope that this restriction will have been lifted before Advent and Christmas so that we can enjoy 
singing our favourite carols!   

With the restriction on numbers we are encouraging people to let us know each week if they are planning to 
attend the Sunday service in person.  This will assist our planning.  Several elders have volunteered to be the 
ones who on different Sundays give their place to someone else if it looks like we will exceed 50 worshippers, 
for it is very important to us that everyone who wants to come into the church building for 
worship is able to enjoy this blessing.   

Please don’t hold back because you are concerned there might be too many wanting to be there on any one 
Sunday.  We have some contingency plans!   

We look forward to welcoming you back into the building for worship. 

We also hope that the government restriction of 50 might increase, but we have no indication of any timescale 
for this at present.   

We will continue to upload recordings of at least part of each service onto our church website so that, at home 
or in the church building, we can affirm our belonging to one worshipping community.   

There is some uncertainty at present about the timing of our Communion Service in the autumn as we consider 
some of the practicalities around the handling of the bread and wine, as we are cautioned against the passing of 
plates and trays from person to person.  We might learn from so-called ‘virtual communion services’  

online where people in their different homes placed bread and grape juice on a table with a minister saying the 
prayer of consecration ‘at a distance’.  After all, the real consecration is a work of God’s Spirit and He is not 
limited to working through the physical presence of a minister or priest, nor is the bread and wine prepared by 
an elder in the church kitchen the action that sets it apart!  

Once we have worked out the best way for the congregation to share in the bread and wine, we may decide to 
offer Communion on two consecutive Sundays to accommodate our numbers.  Some churches may decide to 
hold two services on the one Sunday, but that would involve cleaning the sanctuary in between the services, 
something which will add to the demands on our group of volunteers, and I think would be to the detriment of 
our personal experience of the sacrament.    

We have also reviewed how we express our ‘Thanksgiving for the Harvest’ this year, inviting members to 
donate financially to the local Foodbank rather than bringing in food items.  If you would like to do this, please 
put your donation in an envelope marked “North Ayrshire Foodbank” or “Harvest Thanksgiving”. This will be 
counted separately from ordinary offerings. Please place in the collection plate as you leave church on any 
Sunday up to and including 20th September.   

As the uncertainty of 2020 continues, I hope and pray that you and your loved ones will find strength and 
support in your faith and in friendships within the fellowship of the church.   

May God bless you and all whom you love in the coming months, 
 

Sarah Nicol 
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From the planning committee 
Since the Scottish Government announced that places of worship could reopen from the 16th August, we have 
been working on how to recommence services at St Cuthbert’s in as COVID-19 safe way as reasonably possible. 
I must thank Angela Beattie, Roy Kelso, Ray and Bea Nicholson for their hard work in making this happen. 
 

Prior to attending services 

• Please notify your elder before 6pm on Saturday evening if you intend to be at church each Sunday. 

• It is essential that elders forward this information to the St Cuthbert’s Booking mobile 07538209161 by 
6pm every Saturday evening so that the holder of the phone does not have to chase responses.                                 

• Do not attend if you are unwell in anyway. Especially if you have any of the COVID-19 symptoms of high 
temperature, new persistent cough or new loss of taste or smell. 

• Use your toilet at home. 
 

There are a number of changes to how we worship 

• Social distance of 2 metres must be maintained between each household. Please remember a family group 
may be 2 or more households. 

• The pew cushions have been removed. 

• Face coverings need to be worn within the church. 

• A maximum of 50 people allowed in the sanctuary at any one time. 

• Entry will be one household at time with each household being asked for a contact name and number for Test 
and Protect. 

• You will be invited to sanitise your hands (or gloves if you chose to wear them) before entry. 

• You will be guided to a pew. There will be no choice of seat at this time. The balcony is closed for health and 
safety reasons. 

• At the end of the service please remain seated until invited to leave.  

• The halls are out of use at this time.  

• The only toilet available will be the one next to the vestry. Please use only if absolutely necessary. You will 
need to clean it after use. 

 

In the unlikely event of an emergency evacuation 

• There is no need for social distancing 

• Follow the normal evacuation plan by leaving via the nearest fire exit and gather in the carpark of St 
Cuthbert’s Court 
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Other points 

• Cash offerings require extra caution at this time. 

• Envelopes and collection money will be taken at the door as you exit 

• I would encourage everyone if they do not already do so to contribute by standing order either weekly or 
monthly. 

• Please consider downloading the app Tapmydata which allows a quick and secure way of recording your 
presence for Test and Protect. 

• One of the great joys of church attendance is the fellowship enjoyed within buildings both before and after 
the service. Unfortunately, the new reality is that talking in a large group indoors is unsafe. 

• If guidance continues to restrict attendance to 50 people it may be necessary to ask a few individuals who 
have attended on a number of occasions to take a turn at missing a Sunday if required as more members 
become comfortable about returning to worship. 

                                                                                                      Simon Hales 

Another centenarian in the congregation     

The most senior of our elders, Peter Milne, celebrated his 100th birthday on Thursday, July 2, 2020.  
Both he and his wife Mary were popular and active members of the congregation. Peter was 
ordained as an elder in 1956 and just over two years ago was awarded a long service certificate 
acknowledging 62 years’ service.  

Peter and Mary joined Caledonia Care Home in April 2012 and in his words, he has had a great 
time.  Sadly, Mary passed away in 2015. Peter was a lecturer in various places up until he retired, 
and Mary was a teacher in the local schools. A card and flowers were delivered on behalf of the 
congregation and we send our best wishes to Peter for his continued enjoyment of life. 

 

Congregational Register 
 

Deaths “In my Father’s house are many mansions...” 

Apr.    Mr. T. Causer, formerly Argyle Rd., Saltcoats. 

           Mr. H. Cooper, Thornhill Ct., Kilwinning. 

           Mrs. E. Shiels, Knockrivoch Place, Ardrossan.  

May   Mrs. S. Hanlon, Montgomerie Rd., Saltcoats. 
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Sheila Hanlon. An appreciation 

 

It is with deep sadness that we share with the congregation that 
our much-loved friend and loyal Church member, elder and 
dedicated Church Officer, Mrs Sheila Hanlon passed away on 
Sunday 17th May.   

Sheila has been part of the congregation of St. Cuthbert’s from her 
childhood days, and over the years has been a good friend to many 
in the church and community.  Her life was inspired by her 
Christian faith and she touched our lives with her cheerfulness and 
kindness. 

Sheila had recently completed 30 years as Church Officer, a post 
that she embraced with enthusiasm and commitment. In every 

instance Sheila went above and beyond her remit to ensure that the simplest of Sunday services to the grandest 
of occasions ran like clockwork.  Well done thou good and faithful servant.       

Maintenance/Property 

Although the church has been closed for over five months many wheels continued to turn to ensure that our 
beautiful place of worship was maintained, looked “lived in” and was ready to reopen in the best possible 
condition. Regular bills had to be paid, grass cutting and plant tending continued and the organ was serviced and 
played regularly to keep it tip top. Preparing material and updating the website has been one of the more 
constant and time-consuming challenges. More recently the guttering and downpipes have been scraped and 
cleaned by Fisher Decorators of Ardrossan and received their long-awaited repainting.  

 

As reopening became a possibility, members of the planning team had to digest a 57-page guidance document 
prior to preparing the procedure which would need to be followed. You will find this laid out elsewhere in the 
magazine. This has been a mammoth task which has allowed us to take a tentative step towards normality. Our 
thanks to all those whose tireless efforts have ensured that St. Cuthbert’s Church is open and stands proud in 
the community.                                                          Roy Kelso                                                   
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During lockdown I took over as Congregational Supporter for CrossReach, there has not been any facility to let 
everyone know.   

My first duty must be to thank Evelyn Slater for all she has done but also to thank her for the support she will be 
giving me in the future.  (She just doesn’t know about it yet). 

This past year has certainly been a year like no other, but the good news is that Christmas is happening!  I am 
sure we will be especially enthusiastic about reaching out to friends and family this year. 

With that in mind I can let you know that I have copies of the 2020 CrossReach Christmas Card and Calendar 
Collection Catalogue available from now.  Evelyn has given me a list of regular customers and I will be contacting 
them individually.  The collection of cards look so inviting I am sure there will be additional interested members.       

I am at church most Sundays and will always have a catalogue for you with me. 

Margaret Kelso 

 

Plant Sale 

When COVID 19 caused lockdown Ann already had her seedlings well established. There was some concern 
that like many garden nurseries the annual plant sale might be under threat. Ironically Ann reported that it had 
turned out to be one of her most successful growing seasons.  

When sourcing bedding plants became almost impossible demand for St. Cuthbert’s Plant Sale offerings rocketed 
resulting in record sales.  An impressive £2690 was raised with virtually everything sold. 

A massive thanks to Ann for her dedication and hard work and thanks also to those who helped to deliver the 
plants and of course the buyers for their support.  

 

Dates 

The Harvest Thanksgiving with financial donations rather than goods this year will be on Sunday 20th September. 
On the following Sunday we look forward to welcoming Rev. Marion Howie to lead our worship. 

Sarah, our much-loved minister, is taking a well-deserved break after a particularly difficult few months and we 
send her our prayers and good wishes for a relaxing and restful time. 
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As we approach the season when we give thanks for harvest in all senses of the word, many of us, particularly 
gardeners, will have sympathy with the following words given our fruitful or fruitless labours over the Spring and 
Summer. 

A GARDENER’S HYMN       by Alan Titchmarsh 

Eternal Father, cure my doubts 

And keep the aphids off my sprouts. 

Let weevil, codling moth and flea 

Eat someone else’s mange-tout pea.  

Oh, hear me when I shout and cry 

And send a cure for carrot fly. 

Make all my courgettes long and fat 

And neutralise my neighbour’s cat. 

Let not my spuds fall prey to blight 

Nor rosebuds vanish in the night. 

Oh, hear us when we cry to thee; 

For those who garden on TV.  

                                     Taken from Marigolds, Myrtle and Moles 

 

Blythswood Shoebox Appeal   

The shoebox appeal is being launched as normal this year. You can contribute two ways; either by donating 
individual items including shoeboxes or filling your own shoe box. A list of suggested and necessary items is 
included below.  

         

     

 

 

 

 

Leaflets will be available within the next few weeks. 

Shampoo, soap/shower gel, face cloth/moist wipes, deodorant, moisturising cream, comb/brush, sanitary 
products, shaving foam/razors, underwear socks/tights, household candles, screwdrivers/pliers, kitchen utensils, 
pens pencils/sharpeners, notepads, colouring books, rulers, rubbers, T-shirts, pyjamas, shirts.  
 

Separate items should be placed in collection boxes in the church by Sunday 25 October at the very latest to 
ensure that they are available for the boxes to be filled by 1 November. All completed shoeboxes must be 
returned by Sunday 3 November. 

Arrangements to collect boxes from anyone isolating can be arranged  

                                                                                            Ann Turner  



8 | P a g e  
 

From the Treasurer 
Dear Friends,  

We are living in exceptional times. Church expenditure is not suspended however and almost £6000 comes out 
of the church bank accounts every month. (£4500 to Church of Scotland, £700 for insurance, Council tax almost 
£300 + sundries.)  Monthly Standing Order Income is currently just over £1000!! I would therefore appeal to 
you all to seriously consider continuing your financial commitment to the maintenance of our church and 
ministry. This can be done in the following ways: 

For anyone wishing to set up a bank standing order: 

Details of the church bank account for this: 

Name of Bank ……The Royal Bank of Scotland. 

Address……69 High Street, Irvine, KA12 0AL 

 Name of Account Holder……Saltcoats St Cuthbert’s Parish Church 

Sort Code: 83-27-02            Account Number: 00236005 

Anyone wishing to make ‘one off’ donations at the present time. 

Name of Bank……The Bank of Scotland. 

Address……57 Dockhead Street, Saltcoats, KA21 5EY 

Name of Account ……Saltcoats St Cuthbert’s Parish Church of Scotland 

Sort Code: 80-22-60            Account Number: 17192264 

You can also send cheques made out to: ‘Saltcoats St Cuthbert’s Parish Church’ to me at: 42 Keir Hardie Drive, 
Ardrossan, KA22 8PA 

If none of these methods is convenient for you, I would encourage members to continue their giving in the 
FWO envelopes which can be gathered as we gradually come through this difficult period.  

Many thanks for your continuing generosity and with every blessing.   

 .                                                                                                                                             Ann Turner, Treasurer 

 

Parkers Preserves   

The jelly pan is boiling again. Orders for any of the following preserves   can be placed with Muriel on while 
stocks last! 

Jelly & Jams                        

Bramble & Apple; Rhubarb & Ginger; Pear, Plum & Apple; Summer Fruits; Raspberry; Blackcurrant; Marrow & 
Ginger. 

Chutneys                                                                                                             

Apple & Mango; Courgette & Tomato; Beetroot & Apple; Spiced Apricot; Apple Mint Jelly 

 

 

 


