
Sunday 6th September 2020 

In these early Sundays since the reopening of the Church we have been 
thinking about some aspects and symbols of the Lockdown.  Yes, life has been 
and continues to be challenging for us, with sacrifices and restrictions, but also 
with more time to reflect on who and what is important in life.  How much we 
have needed the rainbow’s sign of encouragement and hope, given to Noah 
and his family, and displayed in every neighbourhood during this difficult time.   

This week I have been thinking about the government slogan “FACTS” and how 
we might adapt it to find a message from Jesus  for today.   

The FACTS to follow in the pandemic are: 

F use a face-covering 

A avoid crowded spaces 

C clean your hands and surfaces 

T keep a distance of two metres from those not in your household 

S self-isolate and get a test if you show any symptoms of Covid-19 

If we now want to think about some messages from Jesus which would fit the 
slogan Facts, I wonder what we would come up with? 

Here are my initial suggestions: 

F Jesus said, “Follow Me!”  He didn’t just say, “Read my words, and think 
what a good idea!”  He challenged us to follow Him.  In order to follow Him we 
do need to read His words, so that we can learn about what He said and  did, 
and therefore know the way of life He challenges us to pursue – caring for the 
poor and those often marginalised by society, showing kindness and 
hospitality, challenging sin and injustice while showing mercy to the repentant.   

A Jesus invites us to call God, “Abba” which is an intimate form of the 
word, father, or dad.  God is not an aloof all-powerful being, far from the 
reality of our lives.  He can be approached as our loving and supporting Father.   

C Jesus assured His disciples that even after He was no longer physically 
present with them, they would not be alone, but would have His Spirit as a 
Comforter.  Comfort is such an important experience in life.  It is more than 
sympathy.  It offers understanding of our situation and courage to face 
whatever lies around us and before us.   



T Jesus challenged us to think about what and where our treasure is.  
What do we really value in life?  Do we pursue success and riches here and 
now?  Like the rich fool in the parable, do we want to eat, drink and be merry?  
Or do we value above all else the wonderful news of God’s love and mercy and 
His call to live under the kingship of His love and righteousness?  Jesus said, 
“Where your treasure is, there will your heart be also.” 

S Jesus said, “The Son of Man came to seek and save the lost.”  This was 
His response to those who muttered about Him going into the home of 
Zacchaeus, the tax collector, defined by society as an outcast and sinner.   

No-one is beyond the merciful reach of God. No-one needs to be forever lost.  
Anyone can realise anew his or her place in the family of God.  All are loved, all 
are welcome, although in the Presence of our loving Lord we, like Zacchaeus, 
will find ourselves desiring transformation.   

Those are my initial findings on the FACTS drawn from Jesus’ message.  Why 
don’t we spend a little time this week reading a Gospel, seeking our own FACTS 
from the words and works of Jesus?! 

 

 


