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Covid-19 has put a stop to face-to-face meetings across the church.  This applies not 
only to KS and CB, but also to Presbytery and General Assembly.  Committees and 
others have gradually come to realise that we need to utilise some form of online 
meetings, for the restrictions have continued longer than we might have imagined back 
in March.   

The GA has met online this weekend, some four months later and four days shorter 
than the usual pattern.  

Some 764 commissioners, corresponding members and youth representatives signed in 
for this shortened version of the GA, but anyone with internet access could listen in live 
to the speeches and debates, and if you missed this and are interested, the webcasts 
are still available on the C of S website, as is the ‘Book’ of Annual Reports from 
different sections of the national Church.   

Matters connected to the Radical Action Plan approved in 2019 haven’t progressed as 
far as had been hoped.  

Covid-19 will take some of the blame for throwing a spanner in the works, forcing the 
abandonment of face-to-face meetings between colleagues, and diverting the energies 
of national office staff into urgent communication with the Scottish Government, as 
they prepared advice for congregations on the closure of buildings.  More recently, 
their attention has switched to the health and safety requirements of reopening 
buildings while the pandemic continues.   

However, despite all the crises discussions, there have also been ongoing virtual 
meetings of those with the responsibility to lead the Church forward with the radical 
Action Plan.   

There is time here only to be selective from the GA reports, but through your own 
reading you may wish to pursue areas of church life which particularly interest you. 

The national committees have taken on board comments raised by elders and Board 
members across the land that the Ministries and Mission allocation is often seen as 
unfair as congregations struggle to understand how contributions required are 
calculated.   

The suggestion is that under a catchphrase of “Giving to Grow” there will be greater 
clarity as congregations are shown how their contribution is divided amongst ‘Ministry 
here, Ministry elsewhere and Mission and Support’.   

It is also aimed to reduce the Church’s budget by 18% in 2021, recognising the financial 
challenges at every level of church life, made even worse by the pandemic closure of 
churches and halls.   



The challenge is going to be how with less financial and personnel resources we can 
contract some aspects of our work, yet expand into areas of need; how we can prune 
and cut long-held aspects of our work to make them more fruitful and yet also plant 
and invest in new areas of work. 

The General Trustees, who last year gave us the “Well-equipped spaces in the right 
places” report, continue to challenge Presbyteries to work with congregations to 
ensure that we have church buildings that are appropriate to our requirements for 
worship and mission.   

You may be interested to hear that an architectural student who is one of the youth 
representatives brought forward an amendment and new deliverance to make sure 
that we do not forget the important contribution of the architecture of our buildings to 
the life of the Church.  Thoughtful architecture can create places in which we are 
inspired to look beyond our human situation to seek and praise God.  Spires and high 
ceilings and stained glass windows had this purpose in the minds of architects and 
clerics of past generations, although our utilitarian age may wish to have smaller spaces 
to heat and maintain.   

While the internal furnishings of traditional buildings may need to be adapted to 
provide a more flexible space in which families and individuals of the 21st century are 
drawn together to worship God and learn from His Word in a way that is different from 
believers in the 19th or early 20th century, have traditional buildings really passed their 
use by date?    

Our buildings can be inspirational places from which we are energised to go out as 
disciples of Christ to serve Him in our communities, and into which we are confident to 
invite visitors and enquirers, knowing they will experience something spiritual even 
within the limitations of the stones and mortar. 

Our buildings of worship can also be places which stand as witnesses to those who pass 
by that there is a deeper dimension of life, inviting and challenging them to seek 
something more than they can find in a shop or library or any other community hall.   

Of course, people must be in these places, making them welcoming, hope-giving, 
comforting, challenging.   

The church is not the building, but the building can help people like us BE the Church, 
the worshipping, embracing, inspiring people of God for the community around us.   

May God help us in the challenges of the pandemic and the challenges of a secular 
world to point people through our lives and our buildings to God the Creator and 
Saviour of our world.   

  



PRAYERS 

Almighty God, Creator and Sustainer of the universe, we praise You for Your greatness 
and glory seen in the beauty of land and sea and sky.  We praise You for the diversity of 
all You have made and for our gift of life within Your creation.  We praise You, Lord, as 
One greater than we can comprehend, yet also as One who has drawn near to us, 
sharing in our human life, in the Person of Jesus Christ, and who continues to 
accompany us in our daily living through the Presence of Your Holy Spirit.   

Keep in the depth of our souls and minds the awe which comes from experiencing Your 
mystery and might, Your love and wisdom.   

We worship You, O Lord, in company with each other, gathered in this place and 
scattered in different homes around our community and our world, drawn together 
through spiritual channels of prayer and meditation, but also through modern 
technology.   

Bind us together, Lord, bind us together, with cords that cannot be broken.   

MUSIC OF CHORUS “BIND US TOGETHER” 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your Name.  Your Kingdom come, Your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.   

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Do not bring us to the time 
of trial, but deliver us from evil.  For the Kingdom, the power and the glory are Yours, 
now and forever.  Amen.  

Heavenly Father, we dedicate not only our weekly offerings for the Church’s work, but 
also the work and voluntary service of the week to come.  May we be people of hope 
and comfort, wisdom and challenge in our neighbourhoods and nation.  In these 
months of anxiety and uncertainty we pray that You would be near to us all, giving us 
the strength we need, not just to cope ourselves, but also to be a source of resilience 
for others.   

We pray for our political leaders, their advisors, and the Civil Service in and around 
Holyrood and Westminster, in the challenges presented by the rising number of cases 
of Covid-19.  We pray for wisdom and compassion to direct the choices and policies 
they make.   

We pray for all involved in health care and social care in the challenges of caring for the 
sick and vulnerable.  We pray that they may know Your supporting love around them 
and those they care for in their own homes, in hospitals and in nursing homes.   

We pray for staff in nurseries, schools, colleges and universities as they provide 
education and care for our young people in busy places.  We pray for pupils and 



students, too, that all gathering in these places may be as safe as possible as they teach 
and learn and support each other’s welfare.   

We pray for the family of St. Cuthbert’s Church and for all congregations around the 
country and world.  Deepen our faith even as our usual gatherings and activities are 
restricted.  Continue to bind us together, Lord, bind us together with cords that cannot 
be broken.  Amen.  


