
Way, way back before the pandemic caused the shutdown of churches, we were working 
our way through Luke’s writings in the New Testament.  We had completed our study of 
Luke’s Gospel and begun our study of his sequel in the Acts of the Apostles.  Since 
returning to services in the church, I have been trying to keep the meditations shorter 
and have not taken up where we left off with sermons on Acts – partly because it is 
difficult to sit on cushion-less pews and wear a mask for too long, partly because we are 
not back to our usual numbers of regular attenders at worship with the restriction of 50 
and social distancing, and some folk feeling anxious about returning in the current 
situation, but also because we don’t have the participation of hymn singing to break up 
too long ‘wordy’ parts of the service.   

We have appreciated Rosemary’s playing of the organ, both hymns and other 
compositions, and more recently have used signing for one of the hymns to enable more 
participation by the congregation.   

However, it doesn’t look as if this ‘interim period’ of shorter and smaller gatherings is 
going to end in the near future, so it is probably time to get back to a more structured 
reading and reflecting on Scripture.  There will still be diversions from Acts to 
acknowledge Remembrance Sunday, and before long Advent will be upon us.   

The readings for our last full service on 15th March were taken from Acts, beginning at 
chapter 7 verse 54 and through to chapter 8 verse 25.  We read of the stoning of 
Stephen, the first Christian martyr, which was the starting point for a great persecution 
of the church in Jerusalem, with Saul dragging Christian men and women from their 
homes off to prison for the crime of believing Jesus was the Messiah and had risen from 
the dead.  While the apostles as leaders of the Church remained in Jerusalem, many 
others decided to flee from the city.  However, this terrible persecution resulted in the 
Gospel being shared by the Christian refugees to people in the regions of Judaea and 
Samaria where they set up temporary homes. 

One of the leaders of the refugee believers in Samaria was Philip, who had been one of 
seven diaconal pastors in the ‘mother Church’ looking after the distribution of food to 
the poor.  Acts shows us how Philip’s ministry developed from that practical role to a 
preaching role.  Philip soon became known as an evangelist – one who proclaims the 
Gospel, the good news of God’s love and mercy in Christ.  Many people in Samaria 
responded with faith to Philip’s message and were baptised.  This new Christian 
community were encouraged in their faith by a visit from the apostles, Peter and John, 
but Philip continued to be the main preacher and evangelist after the two apostles had 
returned to the mother Church in Jerusalem.   



Today’s reading gives us a particular example of someone responding to the Good News 
of Christ.   

One day Philip felt a God-given conviction to go to the main highway heading south 
towards Egypt.  This  

God-given conviction could be described as being called by God, a feeling that many 
believers have experienced through the centuries.  Sometimes we feel the call of God in 
advance, but sometimes it is only in looking back that we can see how God was quietly 
prompting us to do something.   

Along that highway Philip encountered a VIP who was returning to his home and his 
position as ‘chancellor of the exchequer’ in Ethiopia, after being up for one of the 
religious festivals at the temple in Jerusalem.  Although not a Jew by birth, he was 
someone who was seeking God through being an adherent of Judaism.  It may not have 
been unusual for an Ethiopian to show such interest in the Judaic faith, for the ties 
between the two peoples and traditions may be traced back to the visits and discussions 
between the Queen of Sheba and King Solomon.   

With a long journey ahead, and inspired by his time in the temple, he was reading a 
portion of Scripture, a scroll of the prophet Isaiah.  Led there by the Holy Spirit, Philip 
knew he had to run up to this chariot.  The Ethiopian devotee ordered his driver to stop 
and invited Philip to join him in the carriage.  As they journeyed Philip helped him 
understand how the passage from Isaiah 53 pointed towards Jesus whose recent 
crucifixion and resurrection were a fulfilment of that prophecy.  Their conversation 
about Jesus led to this man requesting baptism in some water by the side of the road, an 
action that affirmed his new found faith in Jesus Christ.  He came up out of the water, 
filled with joy and the Holy Spirit, and we are told, the Spirit then carried Philip away to 
another opportunity to share the Good News of Jesus Christ, crucified and risen.  The 
Ethiopian continued on his way, and once home, probably told friends and neighbours of 
his experience and new found faith, sowing the seeds for the growth of Christian 
communities in North Africa.    

There are various lessons we can learn from this report of Philip’s encounter with the 
Ethiopian official, but surely the most important are about our need to be open to the 
guidance of God leading us to places and people we might not otherwise plan to visit or 
share our faith with;  and about the far-reaching and inclusive love of God which is not 
just for a people who think they are chosen or nearer to God or live in a land they like to 
think is holy, but is for people of every nation, who are searching for faith whatever 
family, tribe or nation they were born into.   



Thus far the Gospel had been preached in Jerusalem, Judaea and Samaria.  Here, Luke 
shows us that the Gospel has begun its journey on the road to Africa.  Philip is part of the 
fulfilment of Jesus’ final words to His disciples before His ascension, “you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, 
and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”   

Later on, as Paul becomes the most revered missionary of the early Church, much of 
what we hear about the growing Christian community will focus on the westerly spread 
of the Gospel to towns and villages across Asia Minor and Europe.  However, let us never 
forget that the Gospel was likely to be spreading in other directions, too, through the 
other apostles whose travels and teachings can be traced through the existence of early 
traditions of Christian faith and worship, to the south and east of Judaea, even if ancient 
scrolls have not survived to tell us of their missionary travels and preaching.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Our first prayer is adapted from words written by Rev. Jock Stein  

Lord God, this coming to worship is serious business. 

The world is out of joint, and our lives are out of joint. 

We aim to do our best, but we don’t always reach Your standards.  Sometimes we know 
very well we have gone wrong, sometimes we just know that Your holiness is beyond us. 

And yet Your compassion is over all You have made. 

Have mercy on us.  Forgive what is wrong, strengthen what is right, and guide us in the 
right way.   

Lord God, this coming to worship is glorious business. 

All creation is made for Your glory, and we voice that now. 

Your Spirit plants hints of glory in our hearts, and we delight to offer You our praise and 
worship. 

Help us in the music we hear and raise in our hearts to give You honour, in our silence to 
wait for You to speak, through Jesus Christ, Your living word. 

Lord God, this coming to worship is hopeful business. 

We come with our concerns and our fears, with people on our hearts, shadowed by 
troubles and worries. 

Open Your generous hand, to renew our faith that You are kind, and close to all who call 
upon You.  We offer our worship, trusting in Jesus who bears our burdens, and carries 
our sorrows.  In His words we continue to pray:  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your Name.  Your Kingdom come, Your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.   

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Do not bring us to the time of 
trial, but deliver us from evil.  For the Kingdom, the power and the glory are Yours, now 
and forever.  Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 



God of Love, how wonderful it is to know that You love us, that we are all known to You 
by name, even though we fill such a small part of Your creation and such a short time in 
history.  We thank You for Your welcome and inclusion of us into Your family, delighting 
in our Father’s love. 

We pray for those who are struggling to accept that they are loved by You, maybe 
because of things they have said or done which burden them, or maybe because others 
have made them feel unlovable.   

Heavenly Father, we pray for people who find themselves on the margins of society, for 
those who feel they don’t quite fit in or are being left out, for those who don't want 
others to know they are struggling, for those who can’t access the things we take for 
granted because of poverty or disability. 

Through Your all-embracing love, break down the  

man-made barriers between those who have and those who have not, between those 
who feel they are in and those who feel they are out. Through Your Spirit show us how 
much we all mean to You and how much we all need each other.    

God of love, we pray for Your church, for our own congregation gathered in this place 
and scattered around our community, and for our brothers and sisters around the world.  
Especially we pray for the Church in Ethiopia in the challenges they face – with poverty, 
with illness, with this pandemic, and with differences between different groups of 
believers.  Bless Your Church where it is a minority, where it feels pushed out of society.  

Strengthen and encourage us Lord, as we adapt to changing and uncertain 
circumstances, and as we seek to help those who are struggling to cope, especially with 
the impact of the last few months.  These, our prayers, both the spoken ones and the 
private prayers of our own hearts for those we know and love, all of our prayers we offer 
in Jesus’ Name.  Amen.   


