
Continuing our journey through the Acts of the Apostles we move on from the road to Gaza to the road 
to Damascus.  On the road to Gaza, Philip had helped an Ethiopian put his faith in Jesus Christ as the 
fulfilment of the prophecy of Isaiah.  His conversion story may have made only a small impact on us, but 
it must surely have made a significant impact on the life of our brothers and sisters in North Africa.   

From that conversion story we move on to another conversion story which has made a profound impact 
on the whole world Church.  On the road to Damascus we find the terrible opponent and persecutor of 
the early Christians, Saul, taking his cruel and destructive mission out from Jerusalem and Judaea into 
Samaria.   

Saul had been authorised by the religious authorities in the temple to search for and arrest any 
followers of Jesus, now called “Followers of the Way”.  God did not lead someone like Philip to come 
alongside Saul on his journey, for Saul was not the kind of person who would listen even politely to a 
Christian evangelist.  Saul’s conversion needed to begin with the direct intervention of the Spirit of God, 
with human conversation coming later.  Saul described his experience as a blinding light, knocking him 
to the ground, during which he heard a voice speaking to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting 
Me?”  It seems that his travelling companions also heard this voice, but were not affected so deeply by 
the strange event, looking around instead to see who might have spoken this message.  Maybe they 
saw a flash of light, but it looks like Saul alone was struck by this lightning flash, through which the 
power of God challenged Saul.   

Saul was a deeply spiritual man, steeped in the Scriptures of the Old Testament, zealous for his faith, 
and so he was aware that this experience was more than a sudden force of nature.  Like Moses around 
the burning bush, Saul asked of the voice who He was.  How shocked he must have been to hear the 
response, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.”  Jesus – the one he had judged to be a dangerous 
heretic, leading people away from the religious traditions he was comfortable with – Jesus was the 
voice he was hearing.  Saul’s shock must have been immense.  How had he been so wrong in his 
judgment on the authority and authenticity of Jesus?  I wonder how long he lay on the ground?  Did his 
travelling companions rush to check he was ok or did they hold back, overawed by whatever it was they 
heard and saw?  Jesus told Saul to continue his journey into Damascus and to await the next step in his 
path to conversion.  When the spiritual encounter was over Saul realised he couldn’t see, so he had to 
be led by his companions.  At that stage, he must have been taken to the home of the leader of the 
synagogue, for that was to have been the original base for his mission.  We can imagine quiet and 
puzzled conversations taking place in that house, maybe Saul kept himself to himself while the 
companions talked about the strange experience on the road.  Maybe Saul joined in the conversations.  
He probably spent a lot of time in prayer, struggling with his preconceived ideas about Jesus.   Maybe 
the host was not too happy that the man he thought had come to sort out the evangelists who were 
drawing members of the synagogue congregation to this new “Way” was now more cautious about the 
worth of the original mission. 

Nothing seemed to be happening on the conversion front for some three days during which Saul’s sight 
had still not recovered.  But God was indeed active, working in the mind and soul of one of Jesus’ 
followers in the city, a man called Ananias, a man whom God knew would be open and courageous 
enough to respond to spiritual guidance even when the logical thing was to go in the opposite direction.  
The dream was not one filled with symbolism that you could wonder about its significance.  The 



meaning was clear – go to one particular house – the home of a Jewish leader called Judas – on the 
road called Straight – a main thoroughfare in the city – and introduce yourself to Saul, saying that God 
has sent you to meet with him.   

Modernising the response, we could imagine Ananias saying, “Whoa! Wait a minute, Lord!  Are you 
sure about that?  He’s the man we’ve been warned about.  He’s the one who’s been spearheading the 
arrest of Your people in Jerusalem and who has been sent to do the same here.  Surely we should be 
avoiding him!” 

The Lord told him that Saul was on his knees in prayer, physically blind, but spiritually alert, waiting and 
searching for God’s next move.   

 A lesser man might have said, “No way!” to God, but his faith was so strong that he plucked up his 
courage and did the thing that those around him were probably warning him not to do.   

Thank God for Ananias, for without him Saul’s path might have been different.  I am sure God could 
have found someone else for the job, but maybe the opportune moment would have passed, and while 
Saul might still have come to faith in Christ, maybe by then his synagogue friends would have sent him 
packing, maybe even into confinement.  Maybe he would not have risen to the role of the missionary 
who carried the Gospel into Asia Minor and Europe, and whose letters to the churches would not have 
been collected into the New Testament which has so deeply nurtured our faith and the faith of the 
worldwide church.   

Maybe it could be said that God could have completed the job in a miraculous, spiritual way, but with 
Jesus not physically present to teach Saul and no gospels yet written to share Jesus’ teaching, surely 
God needed a person, a believer, who was willing to be an evangelist, a messenger carrying the Good 
News of God’s saving love in  

Jesus Christ, to a man who was searching for the truth.   

Many people like the story of Saul’s conversion on the road to Damascus, with its miraculous power 
changing the direction of Saul’s life and mission, but let’s not forget that the trusting and courageous 
action of a believer called Ananias was part of God’s mission to bring Saul into the fellowship of Jesus’ 
followers.   

Over the years, some have described their own conversion to following Christ as a “Damascus road 
experience”, but let’s not forget the people who then helped those who had that life-changing 
experience to grow in their knowledge and understanding of what it means to be a Christian, a follower 
of Jesus.   

God moves in a mysterious way, yet also moves in a down-to-earth way, working the miracle of 
conversion through His active Spirit and His active people.   

May God guide us and empower us to be part of His life-changing ministry in the lives of our families, 
friends and neighbours.   

  



God our heavenly Father, we have gathered in this place and are united in worship with others beyond 
these walls through Your calling of us to be Your children through Jesus Christ.  When we think of the 
vastness and complexity of Creation, we are filled with awe and wonder that Jesus helps us call You 
“our Father”.   

How good it is to know that You are not just a distant Creator, but also a near-at- hand Father, caring 
for us, knowing every concern and hope of our hearts, supporting us every day of life.  In a moment’s 
silence we share with You what is in our hearts today … 

We praise You, heavenly Father, for Your constant love, for Your patience with us and Your mercy 
towards us.   

We praise You for sharing in our humanity in Jesus Christ, bringing You closer to us, and lifting us closer 
to You.   

As a family of faith we pray that You would bless the people sitting around us and bless those who 
would like to be sitting with us in this sanctuary, but for health or shielding reasons, for family or work 
commitments, cannot be here.  In our hearts we lift each other up in Your Presence, and together with 
brothers and sisters worldwide we pray …  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your Name.  Your Kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as it is 
in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Do not bring us to the time of trial, but deliver us from evil.  For the Kingdom, the power and the glory 
are Yours, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Most generous God, with our offerings for the work of the Church we also dedicate ourselves in the 
different ways we use our time and talents in the service of Your Gospel in our church, community and 
further afield. 

We thank You, O God, for the witness of Your Church across the centuries and across the world.  We 
thank You for the Church showing courage through times of persecution and suffering.  Help us to 
remain faithful to Christ in our difficult times.   

We thank You for the Church showing great missionary enthusiasm, moving to new places to proclaim 
the Gospel of Christ to new people.  Help us to continue our enthusiasm in our sharing the Good News 
of Your merciful love with the people we meet day by day.   

We thank You for the Church showing compassion to the poor and suffering of the world.  Help us to 
continue to be generous and caring towards the needy of our day at home and abroad.   

We thank You for the Church in our locality.  Bless each congregation and each Christian that we may 
be good neighbours, friends and colleagues, witnessing to the transforming power of the Gospel in our 
own lives.   

In silence, we bring our personal prayers for our families and communities …  Fill our hearts with Your 
Spirit of courage and hope as we begin a new week, with whatever it might bring.  Lead us forward with 
trust in Your ever-present love and goodness.  In Jesus’ Name, Amen.   


