
Heavenly Father, it is good to be here – not maybe as good as when we could move 
freely around the building, when we could sing Your praise, when we could go to the hall 
to enjoy creche, Sunday School and Youth Group and to chat with each other over 
coffee, tea and juice after the service.   

But it IS good to be here in a place where we and many before us have gathered for 
worship and to seek Your blessing at each important stage of life – as we were married, 
as we brought our children for baptism and as we grieved the loss of loved ones.   

Heavenly Father, it is good to be here to seek the blessing of Your Spirit in the difficulties, 
sufferings and sacrifices 2020 has brought us.   

Bless us with Your Spirit of hope.  Encourage us as we persevere through the limitations 
and restrictions we are experiencing. 

Be our Friend in loneliness. 

Be our Guide in uncertainty. 

Be our Light in the darkness. 

In faith and trust we thank and praise You for Your Spirit of blessing, and say together 
the prayer of Jesus which many have prayed in different languages and versions, 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your Name.  Your Kingdom come, Your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.   

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Do not bring us to the time of 
trial, but deliver us from evil.  For the Kingdom, the power and the glory are Yours, now 
and forever.   

Amen. 

  



Heavenly Father, we dedicate our gifts of time, talents and money as part of the work of 
your church locally.   

We also dedicate our Christmas shoeboxes and other charitable gifts, praying that they 
may be signs of Your love reaching out across the world, a message that You are not 
distant or aloof, but near to us all, wherever we live and whatever is happening around 
us.  You are there and You are here.   

Help us to remember that, particularly when life seems to be hard.  Help us to trust in 
Your invisible Presence, comforting, encouraging and strengthening us.  

As we go to school, college or work, help us to know that You are near.   

As we go for a walk or work in the garden, help us to know that You are near. 

As we cook for our families and clean the house, help us to know that You are near.   

As we chat with our friends and neighbours on the phone or over the hedge, help us to 
know that You are near.   

As we watch TV or listen to the radio or search the internet, help us to remember that 
You are near.  

Guide us, guard us, help us, support us, we pray.   

We place ourselves, our families, our friends, our neighbours, our world in Your hands, 
knowing that You also hold us close to Your heart.   

In Jesus’ Name, we pray a blessing on our world of great need,  

Amen.   


