
Sunday 29th November: HOPE 
 

First prayer: 

Eternal God, on this first Sunday of Advent we gather as part of Your worldwide family 
to begin this season of expectation with worship and praise.  We wonder at the beauty 
and mystery of the world and of the vastness of space around our small, yet special 
planet.  Our hearts are filled with wonder that the Creator of all that is around us and 
all that is beyond our comprehension is also near to us in love.   

Eternal God, before and beyond time, in Jesus You entered time, and still today You are 
with us in our time.  We praise You for the hope, peace, love and joy at the heart of our 
Christmas celebrations, all because You are with us and Your people in every 
generation, in all the different experiences and challenges that come our way.   

Lord God, this year has been something else, as they say, bringing anxieties and 
sorrows to so many, and yet we have been blessed through the care shown by so many 
across our communities and through our precious NHS.  Although we keep being 
reminded that this Christmas will be different from previous ones, we know that the 
celebration of Jesus’ birth is still as real for us, and might even be more special for 
many as we reduce our excesses and appreciate anew the gift of time shared with 
loved ones.  Help us to get ready for a special celebration of Christ with us this 
Christmas and into a new year filled with hope, peace, love and joy.    

And in Christ’s words we unite to pray,  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your Name.  Your Kingdom come, Your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.   

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Do not bring us to the time 
of trial, but deliver us from evil.  For the Kingdom, the power and the glory are Yours, 
now and forever.   

Amen. 
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Second Prayer: 

Most generous God, we enjoy so many blessings in our families and in our part of the 
world.  We dedicate our gifts for the work of Your Church and our gifts for families who 
may be struggling this Christmas, praying that they may be used in Your great work of 
love and hope in the lives of many people.   

As week by week in Advent we light a growing number of candles in church, help us to 
grow in our understanding of what it means to call Jesus Christ the Light of the World, 
and what it means when He calls us to bring light into the world.   

Lord Jesus Christ, our world waits in darkness, longing for Your light.  In the midst of 
darkness, rekindle our hope.   

As we long to be reunited with families and friends, assure us that wherever we are 
and however many of us will be together, You are with us, Lord Jesus.   

As we long to sing carols surrounded by the singing of many others, assure us that our 
individual singing and our quiet humming as we go about our daily living, is part of a 
great choir of believing people stretching around the world and through the ages.   

As we long to return to a life that feels more like what we are used to, assure us that 
You are constant in love and mercy, and You will support us through all the changes 
that are part of human life.   

Help us to follow our calling to stand with others and work with others in a common 
longing for a world where people can live in peace and security in their own homes, 
feeding and educating their children, finding work that is fulfilling, knowing that there 
is support for them in times of suffering and weakness.  

May we know and share the Light of Christ in this season of Advent and beyond.   

In His Name we pray  

Amen.   

 
 


