
Christmas Eve 2020 at 6pm 
 

Hymn 301   Hark! The herald angels sing v 1 & 2  

Prayer   

Heavenly Father, how good it is to be here on this special night of the Christian year, as 
we celebrate again the birth of Jesus, Your Son and our Saviour!  Many things have 
happened and changed in the last 2,000 years.  This year has brought unexpected 
experiences which have changed our life, too, but the reality of Jesus coming into the life 
of our world is not  annulled by the changes brought in through any year of history, so we 
are here again to rejoice this Christmas Eve.  We rejoice in Jesus’ birth.  We rejoice in His 
life, His teaching, His deeds.  We rejoice in His assurance of Your loving kindness, Your 
mercy and forgiveness, Your gift of eternal life, beginning even here and now in our 
relationship with You.   

We give thanks for all that inspires us to worship You this evening.  Our music reminds us 
of many people over many years singing Your praise through Christmas carols.  Our 
nativity scenes help us imagine what it might have been like for Mary giving birth to 
Jesus, for Joseph looking on as He was born, for the shepherds and wise men, travelling 
short and long distances to see this special Child.  Our readings fill our hearts with awe as 
we think of the eternal God being present within the limitations of human history.  Our 
candles and lights on the tree remind us that You shine Your light in the darkness, O God, 
not just from beyond distant stars, but from within the life of the Christ Child.   

We praise You for His birth in the provincial town of Bethlehem in Israel/Palestine.  We 
praise You for His real Presence with us in our coastal  town of Saltcoats.  We praise You 
for His continuing Presence in the life of people all around our world with its mixture of 
sorrows and joys, concerns and hopes.  May we feel anew Your Presence deep in our 
souls, granting us Your peace, O loving Lord.  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your 
Name.  Your Kingdom come, Your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us today 
our daily bread.   

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Do not bring us to the time of 
trial, but deliver us from evil.  For the Kingdom, the power and the glory are Yours, now 
and forever.  Amen. 

 

Hymn 315   Once in royal David’s city  v 1 & 2  

Reading   Isaiah 9 v 2 – 7     SARAH 

Hymn 309    Still the night, holy the night  v 1 & 3 

Reading          John 1 v 1 – 18    MAUREEN  



Christmas Eve 2020 at 6pm 

Medley of Carols  

Lighting of Advent Candles 

“Come, Lord Jesus, come”        

Solo      William  

 

Prayer 

On this Christmas Eve we dedicate our retiral offering for the work of the Children’s 
Hospice Association of Scotland, praying that it might be used to bring hope and joy to 
children and their families facing different health issues.   

We pray Your blessing on staff and volunteers in hospices and hospitals, in care homes 
and hostels, as they care for people of all ages in times of particular need.  May they 
know their work is valued, and see it bringing renewal and hope to those around them.  

We pray Your blessing on patients and residents, that they may find comfort and hope in 
the care and support they receive.   

We pray Your blessing on families who are worried about the physical, mental and 
emotional well-being of their loved ones.  May they find encouragement together as they 
face the future. 

We pray Your blessing on families awaiting the birth of a child, many with skilled 
midwives and other medical staff on hand in hospitals or in our homes, but for too many 
others around the world - facing a difficult birth in situations closer to Mary’s and 
Joseph’s, whose beds were in an animal shelter when the time of labour began.   

Lord Jesus, born amongst the animals, laid for Your first sleep in a feeding trough, be near 
to bless all children born, from the poorest home to the safest hospital to the most 
comfortable dwelling.   

We pray that the leaders of the world would work to make this world a place where the 
value of each child born is celebrated, where there is enough food on the table, clean 
water coming out of the taps, clinics to deliver health care,  schools to provide education, 
and local, national and international opportunities for employment, all contributing to 
our sense of well-being as individuals, communities and one world.   

These prayers, we offer, in the Name of Jesus of Bethlehem, Nazareth, Galilee, Judaea 
and the world, Amen.   
 

Hymn 306    O come, all ye faithful v 1 & 4 (early!) 

Benediction 


