
6th December Service   PEACE 

Hymn 277  Hark the glad sound! 

Prayer: 

Heavenly Father, there are many parts of our world that are far from peaceful today.  We 
are experiencing conflicts within ourselves, with other people and with powers and 
authorities.  We aren’t always sure that we have the strength to keep praying and 
fighting for the stability, contentment and freedom we need for ourselves, those we love 
and our world at large.   

We need afresh Your Christmas hope of peace.  May peace be re-born as our hearts turn 
to You and Your wonderful gift of Your Son, Jesus, who was born into our world as the 
Prince of Peace.  In faith we claim the promises of Scripture of Your peace-giving power. 

The prophet Micah assures us,  “God’s anointed will stand and shepherd His flock in the 
strength of the Lord … His greatness will reach the ends of the earth, and He will be their 
peace.”  (Micah 5:4) 

The prophet Isaiah inspires us with the vision that “You, O God, tend Your flock like a 
shepherd.  You gather the lambs in Your arms and carry them close to Your heart.”  
(Isaiah 40:11)  

The apostle Paul encourages us, “Do not be anxious about anything, but in every 
situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  And 
the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your 
minds in Christ Jesus. (Phil 4:6) 

Come, Lord Jesus, our Good Shepherd, and be our peace again.  Still our hearts.  Give us 
times and place of spiritual, emotional, mental and physical sanctuary and rest.  And as 
we experience Your amazing peace, help us to pass it on to those who need it most this 
Advent season.  And in Jesus’ Name we unite to pray,  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your Name.  Your Kingdom come, Your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.   

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Do not bring us to the time of 
trial, but deliver us from evil.  For the Kingdom, the power and the glory are Yours, now 
and forever.  Amen. 

Reading    Isaiah 9 v 2- 7  

Hymn  313   See! In yonder manger low  

Informal Time  “What is peace?”   

Lighting of Second Candle of Advent wreath with song “Come, Lord Jesus, come … May 
we know Your peace.” 



Prayer – adapted from a poem, “Advent blessings” 

A blessing on those who wait for the star to shine, 

Let them not wait in vain, Lord. 

A blessing on those who have never lost faith in the promises, 

Let them not be disappointed, Lord. 

A blessing on those who have lost their way, 

Let them be pointed home again, Lord.  

A blessing on those who have urgent prayers to say and big decisions to make,  

May they be answered, Lord. 

A blessing on those who have reached the end of their tether, 

May they find the way beyond, Lord. 

A blessing on those who have tasted defeat, 

May they trust You, Lord, to lead them on.   

A blessing on those who have affirmed in the past the wonderful Name of Jesus, but 
whose vision of Him has been dimmed, by circumstances beyond their control or by 
personal choice, 

May they know Him again, Lord, and bring Him back into their lives.   

A blessing on those who don’t believe that a king can reign from a manger, 

For them and us we pray, that the One who is coming may lead us in His gentle way –  

To be trusting like the shepherds who searched and found and worshipped and as wise 
and humble as kings who knew how to find the One who was greater than them, bowing 
down before Him with their gifts. 

A blessing on all children, and all who are about to be born. 

Give us the will, Lord, to do what has to be done to make sure that their world can be 
safer and brighter and fairer to all, and blessed by the King who comes.  Amen. 

Solo  “O little town of Bethlehem”  

Poem  “Christmas Bells”  

Hymn 286   Tell out, my soul 

Benediction 

 


