
Sunday 20th December   JOY 

Hymn 301    Hark! The herald angels sing  

Prayer 

God our heavenly Father, we thank You for this exciting time of the year – as we 
prepare for another celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ, Your Son and our Saviour.   

Although this year we cannot sing out loud as a congregation would like to, we thank 
You that we can still hear the familiar music of carols and sing them in our homes and 
hearts.   

We thank You that we can still brighten our churches and homes with nativity scenes 
and Advent candles, with trees covered in lights and angels and stars, with the red and 
green of poinsettias.   

We thank You for the real life story of the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem, for the love and 
care of Mary and Joseph, for the bright star and the angels’ message leading the 
shepherds and wise men to meet the young family, and to discover in the infant Jesus 
the Presence of God living in our world – showing us Your love, mercy, peace and good 
will.   

Help us to make this Christmas festival special – despite the limitations of our situation, 
rejoicing to think of many brothers and sisters worldwide and through every generation 
who have celebrated the birth of Jesus Christ, who continue to follow Him as Lord, and 
in different languages and styles unite to pray,  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Your Name.  Your Kingdom come, Your will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.   

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Do not bring us to the time 
of trial, but deliver us from evil.  For the Kingdom, the power and the glory are Yours, 
now and forever.  Amen. 

Reading   Luke 2 v 1 – 7  

Hymn 312   Away in a manger 

Reading   Luke 2 v 8 – 20  

Hymn 320   Joy to the world 

“Advent Joy” 

Advent wreath and song     “Come, Lord Jesus, come!” 

Solo    William 
 

  



Prayer  

Advent God, Your coming brings us hope, peace, love and joy.   

We thank you for hope that inspires us to trust in You, 

for peace that enables us to live in friendship with others, 

for love that nourishes and sustains our hearts, 

for joy that inspires and strengthens us. 

On this Sunday of joy, we pray for those for whom joy seems far away:  

For the bereaved hurting from the loss of someone they have loved;  

For those trying to cope with serious illness,  unemployment, or conflict; 

For those who struggling with addiction; 

For those who are hungry and homeless, cold and frightened. 

We thank You, Lord God, for all whose works of compassion are spreading a little joy 
into the lives of others.   

We pray for the work of churches, community groups, charities and agencies all around 
the world, offering a hand of friendship and a listening ear, supporting people through 
difficult times with counselling and practical assistance, providing food parcels and 
warm meals to those who face unexpected crises and those whose struggles are 
longer-term, bringing care and better health through medical developments, enabling 
people through education and training to follow their dreams with hope and 
confidence.   

May Your Spirit touch the lives of many people this Christmas, bringing a sense of Your 
strengthening Presence in the midst of the restrictions and worries we face, surprising 
us with joy rooted in Your love and goodness. Come, Lord Jesus, come … Amen.  

Hymn 306    O come, all ye faithful  

Benediction 


