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From the Minister 
 

Dear friends, 
Over the last year and a half, the telephone and computer have become 
important parts of our lives.  With restrictions on meeting up with family, 
friends and fellow believers in person, we have taken to more frequent 
conversations on the phone or video calls and quizzes with those we love.  
Sunday services online and on the television have been appreciated by 
many of us when stuck in the house.   
Modern technology has been a lifeline to many of us, but as the months 
have gone on we have realised how much we have been missing the 
personal touch.  We have missed the warmth of a hug or a handshake.  
We have missed face to face conversations over a cup of tea.  We have 
missed being surrounded by voices singing God’s praise.   
Despite all we have missed, we have also been blessed in various ways 
through these hard times, perhaps with a new appreciation of the kindness 
of neighbours and strangers, perhaps with a fresh realisation of the 
importance of the natural world giving us space to find renewal of spirit, 
perhaps with a deeper discovery of the Presence of God in the midst of 
our troubles.   
Despite the anxieties and restrictions of daily life, let us be thankful for 
the blessings we have been given.   
As we look forward to welcoming family and friends into our homes 
again, as we look forward to going out for coffee and a chat once more, as 
we are able to travel across the country to be with our loved ones at last, 
as more of us can gather as a church for worship, let us remember to keep 
on praying for others.  Let us keep on praying for our brothers and sisters 
across the world whose countries are struggling with another wave of the 
pandemic or a shortage of vaccines or other troubles making the disease 
even more deadly.  Let us remember to keep on praying for those nearer 
to home who are still struggling with grief and the impact of the 
lockdown.  Let us remember to keep on praying for those who work in 
our National Health Service, in Social Services and in medical research, 
supporting us with their care and skills in periods of illness and 
vulnerability, and seeking better treatments, cures and ways to control or 
even prevent different diseases.   

And as we pray, let us ask ourselves what we might DO to carry on caring 
for people and home and abroad in this unsettling time for our world.   
Let us pray together, “May God bless us in our homes and as we meet with 
those we love.  May God bless us when we meet as His Church.  May God 
give us compassion and strength to carry on His ministry of healing and 
hope in His world.” 
With prayerful good wishes to you all, 
Sarah. 
Communion 
As we are still living under restrictions to protect against the spread of 
Covid-19, we propose to share Communion on Sunday 6th June at 
10.45am in the same way in which we celebrated this sacrament in 
October 2020.   
In order to minimise the risk of spreading the virus through the passing of 
bread on plates and wine glasses in trays, the elders will not be serving 
you with bread and wine from the Table. 
Instead, we are inviting you to bring a small piece of bread with you, and, 
if you wish, also some red grapes as symbolic of the fruit of the vine or a 
suitable small container of grape juice. At the appropriate time during the 
liturgy, I will invite you to participate with the elements you have 
brought. On this occasion, some of the congregation may choose simply 
to take bread, while others may have bread and grapes, and still others 
may have bread and juice. 
Let us remember that it is not what we bring or how we participate that 
makes Communion a sacramental recalling of Jesus’ sacrificial death. 
Rather, it is God through His Spirit at work in our souls who transforms 
whatever we do at the material level into something more deeply 
meaningful  to nourish our faith and enliven our worship.  
The Scottish Government has lifted the cap on numbers who can gather 
for worship, but each congregation has to work out a safe capacity for 
its own buildings, allowing for the two metre distancing between 
households.   
Our Kirk Session has agreed that our  “Physical Distance-Based 
Capacity” can be increased to 58, but it will still be important for 
members to ring the church mobile number (07538209161) to reserve a 
place each Sunday.   



The Reredos 1929 
              .     

   .Dedicated to celebrate the semi-jubilee of the minister Rev D D Rees 
it is sunk within the east wall immediately under the triple window and 
depicts the Lord’s Supper with the arrangement of the Disciples on 
either side of our Lord. It is similar to the very famous painting by da 
Vinci. The slight difference, in comparison, is Judas sitting with his 
head bent and clasping a money bag in his hand.                                
It is a replica of a reredos gifted by King Edward V11 to a church in 
the Isle of Wight in memory of Queen Victoria. Rev. Rees expressed 
a wish that a congregation presentation to him be used to fund a copy 
for the church. The Kirk Session obtained Royal permission. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
From Ardrossan & Saltcoats Herald,1929       GIFT  OF   REREDOS  TO  CHURCH   

 

“A handsome gift has been erected in Ardrossan Parish Church 
Saltcoats in the form of Reredos. This forms a splendid addition to the 
appropriate decorative points in the building. The donor is the Rev. 
D.D. Rees, parish minister, in commemoration of his semi-jubilee and 
the work was carried out by Messrs R.L. Boulton& Sons, Cheltenham. 
The Reredos has been executed in coloured Derbyshire alabaster, 
with a sculptured group of The Last Supper and carved panels on  
each side in white alabaster. The work has been treated in a style to 
match the Norman architecture of the church, and the group is 
secretly lighted with electric light.”                                                         

 

 

The Organ   
 

The 3 Manual Pipe Organ was installed in 1912 by Hilsdon & Co., 
Organ builders, Glasgow. The organ has been well maintained with 
changes over the years being made to the original blowing apparatus 
from hydraulic power as well as well as various console adjustments. 
Colonel Winn’s “Interim list of Scottish Organs” says it was built in 
1912 by Hilsdon and rebuilt in 1966 by Rushworth & Dreaper. The 
entry says that after the rebuild it had 3 manuals and pedals and a 
total of 23 stops.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In August 1902, Rev. Rossie Brown received a letter from Mr. Hew 
Morrison, Principal Librarian at Edinburgh Public Library, from whom it 
would appear he had sought guidance as how best to seek financial 
support from Mr. Andrew Carnegie for the erection of a pipe organ. 
  
This letter encouraged Rev. Brown to write to Mr. Carnegie at Skibo 
Castle without delay. Mr. Morrison would then write to Mr. Carnegie’s 
secretary to see that the application was not overlooked.  
The draft of the letter of application to Mr. Carnegie survives 
presumably in Mr. Brown’s own hand.                                                  



In subsequent correspondence from Mr. Morrison he intimates that 
the  application had been successful and to expect a formal note to       
that effect.  
 

The positive response, dated 20th August, indicated that half of       
the £800 cost of purchasing the organ would be furnished once       
the first half had been collected by the congregation and after the 
proposed alterations were carried out to enlarge the church to        
seat 1000. 
 

Whether the latter condition was ever likely to be fulfilled or       
whether the prospect of a new church building delayed the    
installation, it was not until 1912 when both the Carnegie offer         
and an anonymous donation of £200 were in danger of being 
withdrawn that an approach was made to the congregation to     
gauge their support to proceed and commit to contribute to a fund.  
 
This was forthcoming and 
the organ was installed in 
the latter part of 1912.                 
At a session meeting on 
23rd December,1912 the 
Moderator agreed to write 
to Mr. Carnegie’s 
secretary thanking Mr. 
Carnegie for the 
handsome gift of £400.  
 
At Mrs. McIsaac’s funeral, 
during his tribute, the 
minister made mention of 
her contribution to the 
“organ and bell” which 
would suggest that she 
was perhaps the 
“anonymous donor” 
 

 

Though not religious himself, Carnegie adored the hymnody of his 
youth, and provided some 7,500 organs, free of charge, to 
congregations around the world. 
 

Carnegie thought the organ the grandest of all instruments, and so, in 
churches and public places, he wanted all to have what he himself 
enjoyed supremely.  
 

During the last 18 years of his life, he gave away ~$350 million 
(roughly $5.2 billion in 2019) to many charities, foundations, and 
universities – almost 90 percent of his wealth. 
 

Carnegie Hall in New York is one of many buildings constructed with 
his fortune. 
 
 From Sunday Times 2008 
 

Carnegie wrote the book on philanthropy 
 

ANDREW CARNEGIE is the archetypal Scottish philanthropist.   
Rising from humble beginnings, he went on to become one of the 
world’s richest men before giving all of his money away.                   
He coined the phrase: “The man who dies rich dies disgraced.” 
 

Carnegie was born to an impoverished family in Dunfermline, Fife, in 
1835. At 13, he emigrated with his family to Pennsylvania and after 
working in a variety of jobs, embarked on his business career.   

He established the Carnegie Steel Company in 1892; by 1900 it 
controlled a quarter of US steel output. In 190 aged 65, he sold the 
company to JP Morgan for $480m. 
 

After retiring, Carnegie dedicated the rest of his life to philanthropy. 
Among his proudest achievements were more than 2,000 free public 
libraries in America and Britain, the first of which was opened in his 
hometown of Dunfermline. 
 

Though rich men before him had given to charity, Carnegie was the 
first to state publicly that the rich had a moral obligation to give away 
their fortunes. In 1889 he published The Gospel of Wealth, in which 
he asserted that all personal wealth beyond that required to supply 
the needs of one’s family should be regarded as a trust fund kept for 
the benefit of the community. 
  



Though not religious himself, Carnegie adored the hymnody of his 
youth, and provided some 7,500 organs, free of charge, to 
congregations around the world. 
 

Carnegie thought the organ the grandest of all instruments, and so, in 
churches and public places, he wanted all to have what he himself 
enjoyed supremely.  
 

During the last 18 years of his life, he gave away ~$350 million 
(roughly $5.2 billion in 2019) to many charities, foundations, and 
universities – almost 90 percent of his wealth. 
 

Carnegie Hall in New York is one of many buildings constructed with 
his fortune. 
 
 From Sunday Times 2008 
 

 
Plant Sale 
 

The total raised this year from the plant sale was roughly £2400. My 
thanks are extended to all those who helped me this year ensuring 
the plants were watered etc, those who purchased plants and 
delivered to those who could not collect. It was much appreciated. 
Any empty containers and boxes will be most welcome 
Many thanks once again.                                                Ann Turner 
 

 

 
 

Snippets from Presbytery. 
 

Approved Rev Dave Sutherland, minister of Stevenston Ardeer l/w 
Stevenston Livingstone as Moderator elect of Presbytery for 2021/22. 
 

Previous discussions to unite Ardrossan Presbytery with Ayr, Irvine 
and Kilmarnock subsequently expanded to include the Presbyteries of 
Annandale & Eskdale, Dumfries & Kirkcudbright and Wigtown & 
Stranraer uniting to form a South West Presbytery. This was 
approved and recently confirmed at the 2021 General Assembly. 

 

Rev Tom MacIntyre and Rev Carol Kyle now resident within the   
Ardrossan Presbytery were added to the Roll. 
   .                        

Presbytery agreed to release Rev. Jonathan Fleming from his current 
charge of Cumbrae l/w Largs: St John’s to Greenock: Lyle Kirk in the 
Presbytery of Clyde where he was inducted on 11th May. 
. 

The first step towards the new Presbytery Plan was taken with the 
approval being given to Arran to proceed with changes necessary to 
enable two new ministers to be called to the newly created parishes 
on the island.                               .                                                          
.                                                          William Parker Presbytery Elder 

Thank you 
 

A huge thank you to Ann for such a magnificent total once 
again. This major fundraiser on our church calendar over 
many years requires considerable effort and planning over 
many months in order to have hundreds of plants ready in 
time for the sale. For a number of reasons this has been even 
more challenging this year and we are all very grateful to Ann 
for again successfully bringing it to fruition.                             .                                                                                       
.                                                                                   Editor  



Summer Readers 

JUNE       6  Simon Hales 
     13  Maureen Crilley 
     20  Lesley Boyle 
     27  Senga McCallum 
 

JULY       4              Ena Grove 
              11    Chris Knight 
              18  Elizabeth Barclay 
              25  Roy Kelso 
.            

AUGUST  1  Raymond Montgomerie 
                8    William Parker 
               15  Bea Nicholson 
        22  Elsa Kirk 
               29  Graeme Sutherland 
 

With sincere thanks to all who volunteer. If date proves unsuitable, 
please arrange a swap from this list and please let me know of the 
change. More readers would be most welcome as the list of volunteers 
for this and other areas of church life, has reduced significantly over 
recent times.                      .                                                                                                                
Elsa Kirk. 
 
ST CUTHBERT'S CHURCH DUTY ROTA     
 

6 June         Data Collection - Bea Nicholson                                                                                                                                                                                           
Stewards – Wm Parker, Eileen Ramsay, John Campbell, Shona Turner                                                                                         
Counting Team – Anne Turner, Maureen Crilley, Elsa Kirk                                 
13 June         Data Collection - Bea Nicholson                                                                                                                                                                                        
Stewards – Angela Beattie,  Ray Montgomerie, Robt. Hunter, David 
Mundell  Counting Team – Ann Turner, Maureen Crilley, Nan Smith                                 
20  June        Data Collection – Roy Kelso                                                                                                                                                                                       
Stewards – Roy & Margaret Kelso, Graeme Sutherland, William Gibson 
Counting Team – Ann Turner, Maureen Crilley, Nan Smith                                
27 June        Data Collection - Bea Nicholson                                                                                                                                                                                  
Stewards - Simon Hales, Ena Grove, Alan & Judy Fullerton                                                                                                                   
Counting Team – Ann Turner, Maureen Crilley, Chris Knight    

 
 

 

 

Christmas Catalogue will be 
available from the beginning of 
September.  Last year some 
members were disappointed, the 
most popular items sell out quickly. 

Remember to grab a catalogue and 
put your order in quickly to avoid 
disappointment. 

 



Extracts from Church Publications 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

The sermon this morning: Jesus Walks on the Water.  

The sermon tonight: Searching for Jesus.  

Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a chance to get rid of those 
things not worth keeping around the house. Bring your husbands.  

Weight Watchers will meet at 7 PM 
at the First Presbyterian Church.  

Please use large double door at 
the side entrance.  

Low Self Esteem Support   
Group will meet Thursday 
at 7 PM.                        
Please use the back door.  

 

I talk to myself because sometimes I need expert advice! 

Don’t worry about old age... it won't last very long 
 


