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 FROM THE MINISTER 

May is traditionally the time of the year when the focus of church life looks outward – beyond the 

Easter appearances of Jesus to His first disciples towards Pentecost, when that small group were 

empowered by the Holy Spirit to speak publicly about their faith in Jesus, the teacher and healer of 

Palestine who became the Saviour of the world.  Pentecost is sometimes spoken of as the birthday of 

the Christian Church, when the followers of Jesus branched out from the faith tradition which had 

rejected Him as their Lord, to start new communities whose worship and service focussed on Jesus 

Christ, crucified and risen.  

It is appropriate that this post-resurrection and Pentecostal month was chosen by churches after the 

second world war to commit to a Christian support of refugees and other struggling communities.  

From this small beginning, the charity we know as “Christian Aid” was born.  Their work has expanded 

to reach across the world in practical support to communities in every kind of need.  

This will be the second year in which Christian Aid Week has had to adapt to the restrictions place 
upon us by the pandemic.  Door-to-door collections for Christian Aid by volunteers were probably 

getting more difficult to sustain even before Covid struck the world, but the health crisis has shown in 

stark contrast that the rich-poor divide between nations and within nations is still something which 

needs to be tackled in 21st century living.  

The Church of Scotland response to Christian Aid has been led by the Moderator participating in a “Kilt 

walk” to raise publicity and funds for the charity.  Although every church may not be able to gather 

donations in person for Christian Aid this year, many of us will choose to support the usual efforts of 

this month by donating online or by telephone.  

One Gospel passage which should inspire us to show practical concern for the poor is the parable of 

the sheep and the goats.   

Quoting from the modern version called “The Message” we hear the challenge of Jesus,  

“I was hungry and you fed me, 

I was thirsty and you gave me a drink, 

I was homeless and you gave me a room, 

I was shivering and you gave me clothes, 

I was sick and you stopped to visit, 

I was in prison and you came to me.’  Matthew 25 v 35 – 36 

When it is easy to focus on our own troubles, and there have been many over the past year or so, 

let us remember to be thankful for the blessings we still enjoy in our land, and consider our calling 

to be moved by the suffering of others, and be ready to respond with the same practical and 

spiritual concern shown by our Lord Jesus Christ.   

With every blessing, 

Sarah Nicol.                                                                                                                    . 



CONGREGATIONAL BOARD 

The Congregational Board is made up of elected members and all the members of the Kirk 

Session.   

Gillian Morrison, Margaret Roberts, David Mundell and Anne Riddell were due to retire from the 

Congregational Board at the end of March 2021.  All have been approached and 3 have agreed to 

stand for re-election for a further 3 years.  Gillian has asked to stand down at this present time. 

Board Members are elected for three years and any church member can be elected if they are 

willing.  There are currently two vacancies on the Board.  Anyone wishing to stand for Board 

election, or if you know of anyone who would wish to be elected on to the Congregational Board, 

please advise myself on the details below. 

The remaining Board Members are Primrose Canavan, Robin Crilley, Marion Hales, Sheena Love, 

Christine Saunders, Margaret Kelso and William Gibson.  Members who are not involved in the 

Sunday School, are included in the weekly duty rotas.  The Board deals with the finances of the 
church and all matters regarding the upkeep of the church, hall and 

Manse.                                                                                                                           .                                                  

Maureen Crilley Board Clerk  Tel. 01294 464294 

CONGREGATIONAL REGISTER 

Deaths      “In my Father’s house are many mansions...”                       

April     Mr. W. Cochrane, formerly South Beach Road, Ardrossan 

COMMUNION 

As we are still living under restrictions to protect against the spread of Covid-19, we propose to 

share Communion on Sunday 6th June at 10.45 in the same way we celebrated the sacrament in 

October.   

In order to minimise the risk of spreading the virus through the passing of bread on plates and 

wine glasses in trays, the elders will not be serving you with bread and wine from the Table. 

Instead, we are inviting you to bring a small piece of bread with you, and, if you wish, also some 

red grapes as symbolic of the fruit of the vine or a suitable small container of grape juice. At the 

appropriate time during the liturgy I will invite you to participate with the elements you have 

brought. On this occasion, some of the congregation may choose simply to take bread, while 

others may have bread and grapes, and still others may have bread and juice. 

Let us remember that it is not what we bring or how we participate that makes Communion a 

sacramental recalling of Jesus’ sacrificial death. Rather, it is God through His Spirit at work in our 

souls who transforms whatever we do at the material level into something more deeply 

meaningful to nourish our faith and enliven our worship.  

 



 

EAGLE LECTERN   

Dedicated in 1929 to the memory of Martha Baskerville Robb [Pattie].  

It is made of solid brass and well sculpted, but the artist is unknown 

and replaced a former oak lectern. 

Eagle Lecterns are common in churches as the Eagle has been a symbol 
in Christianity since ancient times.    

The eagle was associated with one of the four beasts cited in scripture 

that were with God [Ezekiel i. 1-14, x. 1-22, Rev. iv. 7]. Christians 
associated the beasts with the four evangelists, and specifically the Eagle 
with John the Evangelist, whose Gospel begins with the Word of God 

and theologically is considered “lofty and soaring”.  

Only the Gospel was read from the Eagle lectern as a sign of special 
significance, and it is placed on the “Gospel side” of the sanctuary or 

chancel.       

Tradition has it that the Eagle was chosen to represent the Church 
taking the Gospel forth boldly into the world.  

The eagle is a symbol of the resurrection or ascension of Christ as it 

soars upward. 

Extract from article in Ardrossan & Saltcoats Herald, May,1929 

 

 

  

 

Although you may notice in the media that the Scottish Government is lifting the cap on 
numbers who can gather for worship (50 will remain the maximum for areas in Level 4) 
each congregation is having to work out a safe capacity for its own buildings, allowing for 

the two metre distancing between households.  It may be that our capacity remains at 
or close to 50, so it will be important that members continue to ring the church mobile 
(07538209161) to reserve a place each Sunday. Once the Kirk Session have worked out 
our safe capacity, we will notify changes via the website and on church noticeboards.  

 



Handsome Gift Dedicated in Parish Church, Saltcoats 

Special interest was created in the morning service in Ardrossan Parish Church, Saltcoats, last Sunday. 

This was occasioned by the fact that a handsome gift, in the form of a lectern, was to be dedicated 

in memory of the late Miss Martha B. Robb, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. R. Robb, Baskerville, Ardrossan. 

The service was attended by the Saltcoats Company of the Girl Guides (of which the late Miss Robb 

was an officer), also by the Saltcoats Boys’ Brigade Company and a Girls Guildry Company. The 

lectern is a handsome and appropriate one of the “Eagle” type. 

Rev. D. D. Rees, parish minister, conducted the service, and during the singing of the hymn, “Father 

of Heaven whose love profound,” he descended from the pulpit while the girls bearing the Guide 

colours and the Union Jack proceeded up the aisle and took up position on each side of the Lectern. 

Rev. Mr. Rees then intimated that he accepted custody of the lectern on behalf of the Kirk Session 

of the Church. Thereafter he offered up prayer, dedicated the lectern to the glory of God and the 

service of the Church. In the course of the prayer Rev. Rees expressed thanks to God for “the 
remembrance of her into whose life there came so many Christian graces, and for the good work 

she was able to do in this Church and in this community.” After the prayer Mr. Rees read the first 

lesson from the new Lectern - Isaiah xxxv. The sermon was based on the words in Mark xiv, 8 - “She 

hath done what she could.” 

…………The congregation had been invited that day to take part in the dedication of the beautiful 

lectern in memory of Miss Martha Baskerville Robb, and the words of the text could fittingly be 

applied to her.  

Miss Robb was an officer in the local company of the Girl Guides, and they all knew the valuable 

work which she did in their midst.  

Her interests were not however confined to the Girl Guide movement, as she held the position of 

president of the Women’s section of the local branch of the British Legion, and in that capacity she 

did noble and generous work on behalf of the ex-Servicemen and their dependants. She also acted 

as a nurse during the war in the local Red Cross Hospital.  

All that work indicated the fine public spirit with which she was animated, and caused her memory 

to be deservedly cherished. Notwithstanding all these interests, however, perhaps the noblest phase 

of her character was manifested in the home. She was a lady whose charity began at home. Her 

radiant personality was first exercised in her own home and then came out and influenced the 

community at large. What she had done could be spoken of as a memorial of her. 

The entire service was of a most appropriate and impressive nature.                      

  



FROM THE TREASURER 

Copies of the 2020 accounts are now available and can be picked up at the church door or on 

request posted out for those unable to collect. 

Our finances in 2020 remained at a fairly reasonable level, but since the latest lockdown in 

December church income has fallen considerably although there has been some improvement in 

April. Other income from Gift Aid tax, Hall rentals, from organisations, fundraising and funerals 

normally totalling well over £20,000 is likely to be little more than £15,000 in 2021. 

I do appreciate that this is mostly out with our control, but the trend should be of concern to us 

all. It is therefore necessary that we all consider the level of our church givings. 

I am very grateful to all those who continue to support the church through Bank Standing orders, 

by cheque, freewill offering envelopes and other means but there are many who do not. 

Freewill offering envelopes are available on request or payments can be made direct to the church 

bank accounts as follows: 

For Standing Orders:  

Royal Bank of Scotland  69 High Street,  Irvine, KA12 0AL 

 Sort code: 83-27-02, Account No .: 00236005 

Or any other payments:  

The Bank of Scotland, Saltcoats 

   Sort code:80-22-60, A/c No. : 17192264 

I also take this opportunity of thanking all those who sent me good wishes etc. during my illness. 

Thankfully I am now much improved. 

With my best wishes  Ann Turner  

 

  



MAY PLANT SALE There is still time to order plants although some are now out of stock. 

Collection and/or delivery of pre-ordered plants will be done in compliance with any rules in force at 

that time and by 15 May at the latest.  

If numbers justify, any remaining stock may be offered for sale in the church grounds on 15 May. Please 

watch the website, local paper or call me to be updated. 

Plants available:           PACK SIZE IN BRACKETS 

Blue Ageratum (6)       White Alyssum (8) 

Brachycome (Swan River Daisy) (6)     Busy Lizzie (6)        

Trailing Begonia single                          Dahlias various colours 

Dianthus dwarf (6)       Gazania (6) 

Godetia (6)        Geranium (mixed) (single)       

Geranium (red) (Single)      Geranium (pink)(single)       

Geranium (Ivy Leaf)(single) limited supply 

Trailing Lobelia (mixed, dark blue, white)(10)  Lupins 

Ordinary Lobelia (dark blue, white)(10)  Climbing petunia (single) 

French Marigold (8)       Tagetes (6) 

Livingstone Daisy (12)      Mimulus (4)  

Nemesia (6)        Nicotiana (6)  

Pansy (12)            Petunia (all mixed colours) (12)  

Stock (6)              

Sweet Pea (tall (single)      Sweet pea – trailing (3)       

Bedding Verbena (4)                               Sunflowers, 

Viola (6)            Tomato (bush, and tall)         

Cosmos (single pot of 10+ plants) tall 4ft and medium 2ft heights        

Felicia (6) (blue daisy like flowers 8’’ tall) 

Herbs – Dill, Parsley, Fennel, Oregano, Rosemary, Apple mint 

Vegetables (limited) – Broccoli, Lettuce, Cauliflower, Kale. Cabbage. 

PRICES 

Geranium, Trailing Petunia and Begonia, Tomatoes, Bacopa, £1.25 

Sweet peas 60p each tube (mainly 2 plants) £6 per dozen 

Large ivy leaf geranium, large trailing petunia, large fuchsia etc, £3 or £4 depending on size 

Petunia, Livingstone daisy, pansy, £3.50 per pack Cosmos £4 

3,4,6, 8 and 10 packs - all £1.75  

 .Ann Turner  Tel.  462834    annturner62@btopenworld.com 



ORGANIST 

I recently received a letter from Rosemary, our much valued organist, addressed to all of us, 

informing the Kirk Session of her decision to resign from the post of church organist at St. 

Cuthbert’s. 

Rosemary’s reasons are : her desire to return to singing in the choir and her need for flexibility at 

short notice to visit family when restrictions allow.  

Rosemary realises that finding a replacement may not be easy and that she is prepared to continue 

in the short term.  

I am sure I write for all when I state how much we have valued and continue to value Rosemary’s 

contribution to the musical tradition in St Cuthbert’s over the past many years.                                                               

It is an understatement to write that the sound of that wonderful organ heals the soul and makes 

the heart glad.           We shall miss you, Rosemary.                           . 

A small group has been charged with the task of commencing a search for Rosemary’s successor. I, 
or the minister, would be happy to receive contact details of anyone you know who might be 

interested in being considered for the position to forward to that committee.   

Elsa Kirk  Session Clerk 

  



CHURCH CLEANING                                                                                                                                

It would be appreciated if anyone willing to help with the church cleaning  necessary to comply with 

the regulations could give their contact details to Angela on 829612 

 

READERS                    

MAY 2  RAYMOND MONTGOMERIE 

           9                    WILLIAM PARKER 

  16  BEA NICHOLSON 

  23  ELSA KIRK 

  30  GRAEME SUTHERLAND 

Additional volunteers should give their contact details to Elsa. 

 

ST CUTHBERT'S CHURCH DUTY ROTA     

2 May        Data Collection - Bea Nicholson                                                                                                                

Stewards - Simon Hales, Shona Turner, Graeme Sutherland, William Gibson  

Counting Team – Ann Turner, Maureen Crilley, Ena Grove                                     

9 May          Data Collection - Bea Nicholson                                                                                                                                    

Stewards – William Parker, Eileen Ramsay, John Campbell, Ena Grove                                                                                  

Counting Team – Anne Turner, Maureen Crilley, Judy Fullerton                          

16 May         Data Collection - Bea Nicholson                                                                                                                                                                                  

Stewards – Angela Beattie, Gillian Morrison, R. Montgomerie, D. Mundell   

Counting Team – Ann Turner, Maureen Crilley, Nan Smith                                  

23 May         Data Collection - Bea Nicholson                                                                                                                

Stewards – Roy & Margaret Kelso, Robert Hunter, Chris Knight                                                                                                           

Counting Team – Ann Turner, Maureen Crilley, Shona Turner                             

30 May         Data Collection - Bea Nicholson                                                                                                                     

Stewards – Simon Hales, Ena Grove, Alan & Judy Fullerton                       

Counting Team – Ann Turner, Maureen Crilley, Nan Smith  

 

 

                     

  



  A poem by the late Spike Milligan 

 

 

 

 

     

 

  

 


