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From the Minister 

Dear friends, 
 

In our Sunday services this year we have been following the same themes 
as our Sunday School.  We have thought about different events in the 
infancy and childhood of Jesus before moving on to think of Jesus’ baptism 
in the River Jordon and the forty days of solitary prayer and spiritual 
wrestling that followed that special experience.  The latter is the period of 
Jesus’ life which we focus on during Lent.  Forty days for Jesus in the 
Judaean wilderness as He prepared Himself for His upcoming ministry.  
Forty days for us to seriously prepare ourselves for the pivotal events of 
the week leading up to Easter.  
 

I would encourage you to read one of the four Gospels during Lent.        
You might choose Mark for its brevity and directness or because it is the 
earliest of the written Gospels.                                                                          
You might choose Luke who tells the story of Jesus’ life and ministry with 
the sensitivity of a caring doctor.                                                                      
You might choose Matthew for its emphasis on the kingly nature of Jesus.  
Or you might choose John for its depth of reflection on who Jesus is, 
beginning long before the nativity, in the eternal being of God.   
 

Alongside our personal reading of a Gospel and spending a little more of 
our quiet time in prayer, we may find it helpful to follow other resources 
provided by different Churches and Christian charities for the period of 
Lent.  These resources often challenge us to think about the life of Christ 
and His impact on the way we live our lives today, perhaps seeking a 
practical response to the needs of others, inspired by the compassion of 
Jesus Christ towards the poor, the suffering and the outcast.  Two I have 
used in the past are Christian Aid and Forty Acts (of kindness), both 
reminding us that Lent is not just about ‘giving something up’ for a few 
weeks, but about doing something positive for others as part of our 
Christian commitment.                                                                                        

 



This year Forty Acts have given their theme as “Give hope,” while Christian 
Aid has not yet produced their usual calendars for children and adults with 
challenges for each day.   
A new one I have found for this year comes from the Methodist Church 
“All we can” movement who find inspiration in John Wesley’s call to,  

“Do all the good you can, 
by all the means you can, 
in all the ways you can, 

in all the places you can, 
at all the times you can, 

to all the people you can, 
as long as ever you can.” 

With the Good News of God’s generous love in our hearts and minds, 
spoken of and demonstrated by Jesus in His life and teaching, surely we 
will be inspired to make Lent a season, not just of ‘giving up’ some luxuries, 
but also a season of doing all the good we can, building up good habits of 
generosity for each year that God gives us! 
With every blessing, 
Sarah Nicol.  
 
 

Sunday Readers 
 

March                6  Annita Gillespie 
  13  Maureen Crilley 
  20  Simon Hales 
  27  Ann Turner 
 

April   3  Lesley Boyle 
  10  Ena Grove  (Palm Sunday) 
  17  Elizabeth Barclay (Easter Sunday) 
  24  Chris Knight 
 

With sincere thanks to all who volunteer.  If the date proves unsuitable, 
please arrange a swap from this list and please let me know. 
                                                                                                                           Sarah 

Palm Crosses 
 

Retired minister, Rev. Tom Macintyre, spoke to me a few weeks ago about 
the possibility of making hand-held crosses from palm leaves prior to Palm 
Sunday.                                                                                                                         
I am delighted that Tom and Marian are going to show us how to do this – 
during the informal time in church, in Sunday School and at coffee time 
after the service on 3rd April.                                                                         
Hopefully, we will have a good number to use in our service on 10th April 
and then take home / offer to friends and neighbours as a sign of Christian 
love and hope.   
                                                                                                          Sarah Nicol.  
Health & Safety Update 

 The most recent Scottish Government guidance indicates that there are 
unlikely to be any changes within church before 21st March. It is hoped 
that after that date the Kirk Session will be able to ratify some relaxation in 
the procedures that we are currently following.  
 

Sunday School 

For the next few weeks the Sunday school  will be following the footsteps 
of Jesus on his journey to finding his disciples.                                                     
.                                                                                               Margaret Roberts                                      
MARY'S MEALS 

Before the pandemic the Sunday School had been collecting  pennies for 
Mary's Meals and this went on for longer than normal due to lockdown. 
I realise that I have not yet intimated the final total which was £300 and a 
very big thank you goes to everyone who helped achieve this.              
Please keep collecting your pennies for this year’s cause. 
 

                                                                                                        Senga McCallum  

World Day of Prayer   The united service for the World Day of Prayer 
will be held in Kirkgate Church on Friday 4th March at 2pm.                        



The information in the centre of this month’s magazine has been included 
in a reprint of the book that was produced in 2008 for the Centenary 
Celebrations.                                                                                                             
In recent years additional material has been gathered and it has been 
expanded to record the events during the year of celebration.   

                                                                                                          

 

 

 

 

 

 

A copy can be viewed in the church hall and if anyone would like to order 
the updated version please contact me.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Priced £12 it is A4 size and a much sturdier and glossier historical record.    
.                                                                                                      William Parker    

                                                                                                            

 

Blythswood Shoebox Appeal 

This year St. Cuthbert’s contributed 60 shoeboxes to 
this charity. The considerable amount of additional 
items supplied was sufficient to fill another ten.      
In our area an astonishing total of 6,484 shoeboxes 
of gifts and £9,377 was donated.                        

Sincere thanks to so many donors from all airts an’ pairts (44 churches, 3 
schools and many  individuals) from Arran to Cowal, to Darvel and Sorn, 
from Greenock to Maybole.                                                                                    
Thanks to the donors of completed boxes, those who wrapped and packed 
the boxes into cartons, the drivers and “van boys” who collected boxes, 
those who counted money and handled the banking.                                                       
It’s an ill wind that blows nobody any good. Yes, Covid did help the Appeal. 
People self-isolating or kept at home had plenty of time to knit or crochet. 
Our boxes were loaded onto a trailer parked under the Irvine Rivergate 
Centre overpass. Any remaining space was filled with cartons of clothes, 
bedding, shoes and other collected items. It then set off to Eire via 
Stranraer/Larne then to Rotterdam and finally to Moldova.                                              
Let us remember the recipients of “our” shoeboxes and pray that they will 
find true Christian joy beyond the items in their box.    
             .                                            From “Thank you” letter from Blythswood Care 

Blythswood started in 1966 seeking to introduce people to Jesus. The 
Society’s name came from the area in Glasgow where they had a tiny office, 
near Blythswood Square. Four trainee ministers led the group. The demand 
for Bibles and Christian literature grew. Sharing the gospel along with practical 
action has been important from Blythswood’s earliest beginning. In 1984, in 
response to emergency requests, essential aid was delivered to Poland. Relief 
goods were sent to Armenia in 1988 when a devastating earthquake killed 
25,000 people and left many destitute. The first Shoe Box Appeal, in 1993, 
delivered Christmas boxes, packed with love and strengthened with prayer, to 
the poorest and most vulnerable communities in Europe.   



Session Meeting 
 

The Annual Stated Meeting will be held at the end of the service on Sunday 
27th March. 
The arrival of the coronavirus on our shores has meant that two Easters 
have passed without us being able to hold any church services.                
This year, as well as Easter and Palm Sunday, there will be a Good Friday 
service on 15th April.                                                                                           
Rev. Tom Macintyre will lead our worship on Palm Sunday.                                                                                                                    
The Queen's Green Canopy (QGC) is a unique tree planting initiative 
created to mark Her Majesty's Platinum Jubilee in 2022 which invites 
people from across communities and groups to “Plant a tree for the 
Jubilee”. The Kirk Session has decided to recognise this unique occasion by 
sending a message of congratulations as well as planting a tree . No date 
has been set for this yet but it could develop into a little celebratory event!  

                                                                                  William Parker  Session Clerk 

Church Flowers 

Many thanks to all who have donated to the flower fund enabling me to 
resume putting flowers into the church.                                                              
It is certainly good to see the church brightened by the vases being filled 
again .Anyone wishing to make a small donation to the flower fund can 
give it either to myself or Ann Turner.                                                                    
.                                                                       Annita Gillespie ( flower convenor) 

Guild  
 

Guild members are invited to come along to the church hall on Wednesday 
9th March at 2pm.                                                                                                     
Mrs Marian Macintyre (former Guild National Convenor) and her husband, 
Rev. Tom Macintyre will be with us to share some thoughts from their 
experience with Guilds around the country.   
Hope to see you there!                                                               Sarah Nicol. 

  
 


