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February, 2015 
 

 
Dear Friends, 

As I look back over the Christmas Celebration and the 
beginning of a New Year, my abiding feeling is one of 
sadness because of the loss of lives that took place. 

For many people, it has been difficult enough to come to 
terms with the accident in George Square and the injuries 
and deaths that resulted from it without the fact that it 
happened at Christmas time. 

However, it was encouraging that the churches were there 
to offer support over such a traumatic time, particularly 
since their contribution was visible in the acts of worship. 

The events in Paris have totally changed how the French 
look at life. 

They find themselves suddenly thrown into a whole new 
world - a world brought about by the actions of a handful of 
people who were willing to end their own lives in pursuit of 
what they see as the drive towards their version of the 
teaching of the Koran. 

The attack on the satirical magazine was an audacious act 
carried out without scruple. 

How can it be possible for the French and others to come to 
terms with such naked aggression? 
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If we look to Holy Scripture for answers, we find in the Old 
Testament plenty of examples of naked aggression shown by 
one leader or another. 

You will find them in Numbers 33:50ff; Deuteronomy 19:1ff; 
2 Samuel18:1ff and countless examples. 

The New Testament changes everything because the birth of 
Jesus is the catalyst by which His followers will lead their 
lives and the lives of their community. 

Christ is the one who came to tell us how to lead our lives.  
That from the very beginning the Good News of His Love 
made Flesh in Jesus Christ should not be confined to those 
of one ethnic group. 

"This Good News will be preached through all the world".   
Again and again these words appear in the New Testament. 
 
'All people' was part of the song that greeted Christ's 
coming, and, at the end of St. Matthew's gospel, the 
command is given, 'Go and make disciples of all nations.' 
 
"This Good News will be preached through all the world". 
 
It is gospel. 
 
It is Good News. 
 
As Christians, we are called to serve God and proclaim the 
Good News no matter how difficult it may be. 
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I pray that, in God’s time, the divisions between individuals 
and nations will be overcome and we will live in peace. 
 
Arthur Sherratt 

 

◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ 

 

 

 

2014 has been Arthur’s first year at St. Cuthbert’s.   I hope 
that he and Susan feel that they have made many new 
friends and are feeling at home among us. 

The youth organisations have shown an increase in numbers 
and continue to do excellent work with the youth of the 
church.   Such dedication from the leaders has to be 
encouraged and we thank them all for their commitment 
week after week.  I’m sure the adults who bring the 
toddlers to the Tiny Tots find the time spent with the other 
parents and carers a time of sharing and making friends: 
this, in many ways, is part of our outreach to the 
community.  

The senior organisations are serving the church, the wider 
church and community.  These organisations are very well 
supported and enjoyed by all their members.  
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The congregation has supported many charity organisations 
this year and their generosity has to be acknowledged.  

Many fundraising events have taken place over the year.  
They are so necessary for the funds of the church.  Once 
again your support is invaluable.  The fundraising team has 
plans already in place for one or two events to begin this 
year.   Do come and enjoy them. 

We welcomed three new Elders to our Session in September 
and already they are working hard for the church. 

Sadly we mourned the deaths of a few of our older members 
of the congregation. They will be remembered by us and 
their memories will remain. 

On the first Sunday of each month we hold an informal 
communion service at which we have a regular number 
attending.  Do join us:  I’m sure you would enjoy this quiet 
time. 

At Christmas we held two services on Christmas Eve. These 
took a different format from previous years.  They were 
well-attended and everyone enjoyed them. 

We don’t know what 2015 has in store.  The Kirk Session is 
preparing a short stewardship programme on “TIME”.   We 
hope everyone will consider this subject. 

My sincere thanks to all who support the work of the Church 
through prayer and deeds.   

Evelyn Slater 
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(Elder in the Church of Scotland, West Kilbride Parish 
Church) 

I am pleased to say a little bit about myself for those who 
have yet to see me or meet me.   Simply put, I have felt a 
calling by God to move into a more formal role in the 
ministry of the Church of Scotland and, through a selection 
process, I have been placed at the Parish Church of St. 
Cuthbert for a period called 'Discernment'. During this time, 
I am to shadow the Rev. Arthur Sherratt to learn the ropes 
but also to think my way through this calling and take time 
to ascertain whether or not this is for me - or even if this is 
the passage that God has for me.   My thoughts are to follow 
a course leading to Readership in the Church whereby I can 
offer my help to a Church I was brought up in from birth.  

I am an architect in secular life, but soon to give up a 
career for a vocation if this is the will of God.   I believe 
God trains us up all our life and gets us ready for our 'other 
purposes' when He decides the time is right.   I can't go into 
the time it has taken me to be obedient to the call or the 
'put-offs' I've tried over the last few years.   Eventually God's 
will be done.   

So I am with you all for another few months during which 
time I hope to serve and to learn.  Thank you for the 
warmth of Christian fellowship you have extended to me.   I 
may not get to know all your names before my time with 
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you is up, but I will certainly remember my time in 
Saltcoats and the lovely building you call home. 

Brian Murray  

◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ 

 

 

 
We would like to say a belated thank you to everyone who 
donated to our gift service.    There was a wonderful 
selection of gifts and these were gratefully received by the 
Social Work Department. 
 
Our pennies appeal is progressing well and, to date, we 
have £109.   Thank you for your support. 
 
The children have returned after the Christmas break and 
we are continuing the theme we were following before 
Christmas. 
 
Sunday School Teachers 
 

◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ 
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The Guild commences at 2 p.m. on Wednesday, 4th 
February. 

We look forward to getting together once again and the 
opening meeting will be a talk on the Guild project – 
Passage to India.   We will also collect gifts to be sold in the 
shop at South Beach House.   Please bring along any 
unwanted Christmas gifts, toiletries, etc.   As usual, we 
close the meeting with a friendly chat and a cup of tea, so 
do feel free to join us – you will be most welcome. 

The following meeting on 18th February concerns the Guild 
theme – A World to Serve. 

Sheila Sarginson 

◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ 
 

 

 

 

 
Sat.  7 Feb. -  Elizabeth Barclay, Liz Sutherland 
Fri. 13 Feb. -  Ann Turner, Elsa Kirk 
Fri. 20 Feb. -  Maureen Crilley, Eileen Ramsay 
Sat. 28 Feb. -  Susan Cross, Nan Smith 
Fri.  6 Mar. -  Elizabeth Murray, Sheila Hanlon 
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Sun. 15 Mar. -  Gillian Morrison, Shona Turner 
Fri. 20 Mar. -  Ena Grove, Muriel Parker 
Fri. 27 Mar. -  Sheila Hanlon, Christine Saunders 
 
If any of the above dates are not suitable, please feel free 
to swap with someone else or, alternatively, contact me.   
Please also see me if you wish to join the rota:  you will be 
needed only every ten weeks or so.                   

Ann Turner 
 

◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ 

 

 

 
January 
 4 -  Jeannie Parker 
18  -  Christine Saunders 
25 -  Elsa Kirk 

 
February 
 1  -  The Guild 
 8  -  Jean Mitchell 
15 -  Nancy Smith 
22  -  Eileen Ramsey 
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Many thanks are extended to all who donated towards the 
poinsettias for Christmas and the church flowers. 
 
The following dates are available for anyone wishing to put 
flowers in the church for a Sunday.   Please contact Anita or 
Joyce or phone 468101:- 
 
April  -  12, 19, 26 
May  -  10 
June  -  14, 21 
July  -  19 
Aug.  -  2, 9, 16, 30 
Sept. -  13 
Nov. -  1, 8, 29 
 
Anita Gillespie and Joyce White 
Flower Convenors 

◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ 

 

 
They're Back!    Those wonderful Church Bulletins!   Thank 
goodness for church ladies with typewriters!  

These sentences (with all the bloopers!) actually appeared 
in church bulletins:-  
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-  The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals ... 

-  The sermon this morning: Jesus Walks on the Water.    
    The sermon tonight: Searching for Jesus. 

-  Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale.  It's a chance to 
get rid of those things not worth keeping around the house.   
Bring your husbands. 
 

-  Don't let worry kill you off - let the Church help. 

-  Miss Charlene Mason sang 'I Will Not Pass this way Again', 
giving obvious pleasure to the congregation. 
 

-  For those of you who have children and don't know it, we 
have a nursery downstairs. 

-  Next Thursday there will be tryouts for the choir.  They 
need all the help they can get. 

-  Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on October 
24 in the church.  So ends a friendship that began in their 
school days. 

-  A bean supper will be held on Tuesday evening in the 
church hall.   Music will follow ... 

-  At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be 
'What Is Hell?'   Come early and listen to our choir practice. 
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-  Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to the 
addition of several new members and to the deterioration 
of some older ones. 

-  The church will host an evening of fine dining, super 
entertainment and gracious hostility. 

-  Potluck supper - Sunday at 5pm - prayer and medication 
to follow. 

-  The ladies of the Church have cast off clothing of every 
kind.  They may be seen in the basement on Friday 
afternoon. 

-  This evening at 7pm there will be a hymn singing in the 
park across from the Church.   Bring a blanket and come 
prepared to sin.  

-  The minister would appreciate it if the ladies of the 
Congregation would lend him their electric girdles for the 
pancake breakfast next Sunday. 

-  Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet Thursday at 
7pm. Please use the back door. 

-  Weight Watchers will meet at 7pm at the First 
Presbyterian Church.   Please use large double door at the 
side entrance. 
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-  The Associate Minister unveiled the church's new 
campaign slogan last Sunday: 

"I Upped My Pledge - Up Yours". 

Contributed 

◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ ◊ 

   

 

 
Deaths 

Dec., 2014 -  Mr. J. Chalmers, Muirlaught Farm, Saltcoats  
           -  Mr. A. Robertson, formerly Murray Avenue,  
  -   Saltcoats 

Jan., 2015 -  Mr. H. Field, Moffat Wynd, Saltcoats -      
 Parish Funeral 

            -  Mrs. M. McLatchie, Buckreddan, Kilwinning 

    

 

Material for the MARCH edition of the magazine 
will be due on Sunday, 20th February, 2015.  
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Mondays: 2.00 p.m. - Afternoon club for 
beginners’, improvers bridge, 
crafts, etc. 

7.30 p.m. - Country Dancing (a 
social dancing class) 

Tuesdays: 10.30 a.m. - Informal mid-week 
service 

  6.00 p.m. – Girls' Brigade 

Wednesdays:  10.30 a.m. - Keep Fit Class 
2.00 p.m. (fortnightly) – The 
Guild  

Thursdays: 9.30 a.m. - Mother and Toddler 
Group 

Fridays:  6.00 p.m. – Boys' Brigade 
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Our next service of Holy Communion will take place 
on Sunday, 1st February. 


