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St. Cuthbert’s Church
Once known as Ardrossan Parish Church, its roots can be traced back 
almost 800 years to a site on Castle Hill, where stones of the original 
foundations can still be found. 
The B listed building, the fourth in its history, 
is now located in Saltcoats. It was dedicated in 
1908 and in 1929 renamed St. Cuthbert’s Parish 
Church. 2008 was a year of celebratory events 
to mark our centenary.  

It is built in local sandstone and designed by 
renowned architect MacGregor Chalmers.  
The sanctuary is enhanced by sixteen stained 
glass windows on the Life of Christ by 
William Wilson (1947), two by 
Gordon Webster (1976) and a Triple Light 
Memorial Window by Percy Bacon & Bros., 
London.  All are original to the church building.

Music is and always has been an important part 
of our church life.  There is a very fine three 
manual pipe organ that was installed in 1912.  
It is regularly maintained and used every Sunday 
as well as during other services and musical 
events in the church.  An anthem, sung by 
the choir is a part of the service each week.  
Occasionally musical events are staged in 
the church by local schools and other choirs, 
most recently a concert given by the 
City of Glasgow Chorus.

The marble reredos behind the communion 
table in the chancel depicts the Last Supper.

A model of a French frigate hangs above the east 
door. It was made in 1804 and gifted by 

William Dunlop, a sailor who wished to give thanks 
for his survival during the Napoleonic Wars at sea.



City of Glasgow Chorus Concert

We are a friendly and welcoming, open and inclusive congregation on the 
Clyde Coast looking forward to the future.
Saltcoats St. Cuthbert’s is eagerly looking for a new minister to join an enthusiastic team of office 
bearers which, in partnership with fellow members, has worked to take the church forward during 
the vacancy. We are pleased to have been given permission to invite you to consider becoming our 
minister on a five year reviewable tenure. 

The Invitation



It derives its name from the ancient practice of 
extracting salt from sea water from which many 
earned a living. The town developed around 
the harbour built in 1685 from which coal 
was transported to Ireland. Others worked 
at fishing, ship building and weaving.

The town also boasts a fine beach with a long 
promenade popular with residents and visitors.

Train, bus and ferry links provide easy access to 
Glasgow, Ayr and Arran. New build housing has 
also enhanced the attractions of Saltcoats as a 
fine place to live, work and enjoy life.  

Our Town
Saltcoats, located between Ardrossan and Stevenston, belongs to 
The Three Towns on the Ayrshire Coast looking out on the Firth of Clyde 
and across to the rolling hills to the Isle of Arran, snow-capped in winter 
and golden in the setting sun.

Ardrossan Marina



Saltcoats is only 40 minutes 
away from Glasgow City 
Centre; with strong road links, 
direct rail line, and Glasgow 
and Prestwick Airport links.
Being the largest city in 
Scotland, it’s home to great 
shopping facilities such as the 
St. Enoch’s centre, and boasts 
a fantastic night life.
It also holds many attractions 
such as the Glasgow Science 
Centre, the Kelvingrove Art 
Gallery, SECC and SSE Hydro.

Also known as 
‘Scotland in Miniature’, 

Arran is only a short 
ferry ride away. 

Arran holds a strong 
culture, quirky villages,  

beautiful landscapes 
and mountains that can 

be seen from all 
across Ayrshire. 

Glasgow

Isle of 
Arran



Worship

Presently there is a traditional Morning Service each Sunday at 10.45am 
with an Order of Service distributed by the Welcome Group at the door.
Members of the congregation actively 
participate in the service by reading the lessons 
from the New International Version of the 
Bible. Hymns are mainly from CH4 but use is 
also made of our Supplement which gives a 
wider choice of hymns and songs appropriate 
to the occasion. We in St Cuthbert’s like hymns 
old and new and are always willing to broaden 
our musical experience. The folk in the pews 
are always invited to come through to the 
hall after Sunday service for a cup of tea and 
further fellowship.

There are three Communion Services 
throughout the year, on the first Sunday 
of February, June and October as well as 
special additional services during Holy Week 
and at Christmas. We also welcome many 
other people from the community at our 

Remembrance Sunday Service, Watch Night 
Service and at Dedication Services for the 
Boys’ and Girls’ Brigades and the Guild.

On Tuesday mornings we hold a short, informal 
Service followed by tea and a chance for 
further fellowship.

During Sunday morning services a crèche is 
available staffed by caring and faithful volunteers 
who attend to the needs of babies and toddlers 
whilst their parents and carers are in church. 

The Sunday School children and members of 
the Youth Group have special importance in our 
services and are cared for by a most dedicated 
team. Their activities continue in the church hall 
after the Children’s Address by the Minister in 
the church.

All are welcome in this place



There are currently 260 members on the Congregational Roll. The church 
operates under the Model Constitution of Kirk Session and Congregational 
Board with 27 active elders and a further 12 members elected to the 
Board. The Stated Annual Meeting is held in March each year.

The Congregation

In addition to visiting the members in their 
district before Communion Services, 
St. Cuthbert’s Elders make visits around their 
district at other times of the year as part of the 
church’s wider mission of pastoral care.

A monthly magazine is produced in – house 
and contributions are welcomed and included 
from all organisations and beyond. These 
magazines are delivered to all on the roll by a 
large team of volunteers and are valued by all 
as it gives people, particularly the elderly and 
housebound, an opportunity of another visitor 
from the church and also evidence that we 
value their support.

There are many social events within 
St. Cuthbert’s which are open to all within the 
church and beyond. These events particularly 
welcome those who may be infrequent 
attenders or who may not be connected 
to the church at all.

Recent social highlights have been:
• The Mad Hatter’s Tea Party 
• Girls’ Brigade Lunch.
• Annual Plant Sale.
• Tom and Margaret’s Quiz Night.
• Sutherlands’ Tour to Linlithgow Palace 

and The Royal Yacht in Leith involving 
a jolly bus-load of tourists.

• The Fashion Show featuring 
The Dressing Room 

• Outings to Ayrshire choir concerts.

Recently the Church was fortunate to host 
a Concert of Choral Classics by the City of 
Glasgow Chorus. Church members and friends 
from the community and beyond marvelled 
at the vocal talents of a highly professional 
group of international renown. These events 
are advertised through the magazine and are 
one form of our mission to welcome the 
community into our church family.                 



A week in St. Cuthbert’s Church during which the life of the church 
continues as church and community groups use our halls.

A Week in St. Cuthbert’s
The Afternoon Club with c. 20 members 
meets on Monday afternoons and plays Bridge 
and Board Games while the crafters and 
knitters work their magic.

The Dance School lets on a Monday and 
Thursday afternoon are a significant income 
source. As well as bringing children and parents 
through church gates that they might not have 
considered entering, it provides an opportunity 
to make them aware of the work that goes on 
within our walls.  

A Scottish Country Dance Club meets 
on Monday evenings where men and women 
from St Cuthbert’s meet friends from local 
churches and birl around together.

On Tuesday evenings the Girls’ Brigade 
makes use of the halls for their regular 
weekly activities.

The Keep Fit Class is put through a calorie 
busting session by a qualified instructor on 
Wednesday mornings. The happy bunch, despite 
exercising enthusiastically, still find time to 
blether which they say is multitasking!

The Guild meets fortnightly on Wednesdays 
and welcomes a wide variety of speakers. 
National themes are followed with active 
involvement from St. Cuthbert’s. 

In 2016 members donated a beautiful cross, 
carved from olive wood from Palestine, which 
now sits on the Communion Table. Guild 
members from North Ayrshire were also 
welcomed to St. Cuthbert’s church hall for a 
fund-raiser where crafts and goods were sold.

A Mother and Toddler Group gathers 
in the hall on Thursdays at 9.30am . This 
group enjoys games and stories and gives the 
mums and carers in this community group an 
opportunity to share experiences and concerns.

On Thursday and Friday evenings the members 
of the Anchor Boys and Boys’ Brigade 
bring their loudest voices to test how well our 
walls can resist sound!

The Fundraising Group works tirelessly 
to raise money for church funds. Fashion Shows; 
Quiz Nights; Ceilidhs and the like all contribute. 
The Christmas Fair is in late November when all 
the usual stalls offer their goods. This event is well 
attended and welcomes the wider community.

The Choir, a small committed group of 
members, meets before the Sunday morning 
service to prepare hymns and practise anthems 
for forthcoming services.  These anthems 
vary from hymns chosen by members of 
the congregation to more traditional sacred 
choral pieces.



A Week in St. Cuthbert’s
Girls’ Brigade Boys’ Brigade
The aim of 5th Saltcoats Girls’ Brigade 
Company based in St. Cuthbert’s Church is to 
Seek, Serve and Follow Christ. We meet in the 
church hall on Tuesday evenings from 6pm to 
7.45pm. We are open to all girls from Primary 
1 to S6 and at present have 15 girls in 
the company.

Meetings open with an act of worship followed 
by games, badgework, craftwork, choruses and 
stories. When our Brigaders reach S3 they are 
actively encouraged to undertake Leadership 
training in the hope they will progress to 
become young GB leaders of the future. These 
activities help to form friendships and are also 
great fun for the girls.

In addition to local competitions 5th Saltcoats 
GB also supports good causes: this session 
the girls are supporting Mary’s Meals by filling 
backpacks with essential items for children 
in Africa. The girls also enjoy their Parents’ 
Evening in May when they entertain family 
and friends before the presentation of awards 
gained during the session.

1st Saltcoats Boys’ Brigade based in St. 
Cuthbert’s Church is a thriving company 
seeking to advance Christ’s Kingdom among 
Boys. At present there are approximately 20 
Anchor Boys; 20 Juniors and 15 Company 
Section boys on the roll. Meetings open with 
an act of worship followed by group activities; 
games and badgework. 

The company recently joined other North 
Ayrshire Battalion companies for the annual 
church parade, this year in Kilbirnie. The boys 
enjoy their activities and battalion competitions 
and have had recent success in Scripture 
Knowledge and Drill. The boys also support the 
fund-raising efforts of St. Cuthbert’s by helping 
at the Christmas Fair and the Plant Sale.

“It’s all about 

the community”



However North Ayrshire Council is a 
significant employer of local residents. 
A recent survey has shown that the parish of 
St Cuthbert’s includes people from all social 
backgrounds. This offers us the challenge of 
more effective outreach.

The Guild regularly visits and actively supports 
South Beach House, Crossreach Care Home in 
Ardrossan and every November sells Christmas 
cards on behalf of Crossreach.

Many of our members collect for Christian 
Aid and still value the door-to-door method 
of collection. The amount raised each year is 
significant and we meet many local folk who 
may not come to church but still wish to 
donate to such a good cause.

Our Sunday School and Youth Group faithfully 
and constantly support projects at home and 
abroad by fund-raising and encouraging the 
congregation to collect pennies, 20p pieces and 
used stamps. 

As a congregation we value our close ties to 
Caledonia Primary School and thoroughly 
enjoy the children’s wholehearted and active 
participation in their special services at 

Christmas, Easter and in June when we are 
treated to their abundant musical talent and 
the leadership roles they take in the worship.  
The church is packed on these occasions. 
Would that we could encourage more of these 
parents, grandparents and carers back to the 
church at other times but we shall keep trying.  
Members of the Session and the Welcome 
Group are on hand at these services to show 
the friendly and welcoming face of 
St. Cuthbert’s to the wider community.

Several of our more energetic members 
walk, cycle or run and are supported by the 
congregation in their estimable efforts for local 
and national charities.

We join together enthusiastically with our 
brothers and sisters in Christ in local services 
for The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity and 
for the World Day of Prayer.

The church is represented at the Saltcoats War 
Memorial on the occasion of Remembrance 
Sunday. A member of the Kirk Session lays a 
wreath and is joined by the Boys’ and Girls’ 
Brigades who take part in the parade.

Saltcoats currently has a population of c. 11,000. As with many other places 
local industry has declined significantly and Saltcoats is largely a dormitory 
town with people travelling to work elsewhere.

Church & Community

In November each year boxes are 
filled and decorated then given to 
the Blythswood Shoe Box Appeal 
for distribution to areas of urgent 

need abroad.

We have many skilled knitters within our 
congregation and their efforts have led to large 
donations of beautifully knitted goods to the African 
Fish and Chip Baby Appeal. Presently our knitters are 
busy creating Twiddle Muffs for those suffering from 
dementia or arthritis.

Our Shoebox Appeal

Twiddle Muffs for Care Homes



Built in 1955 
the manse is 
well situated 
in a popular 
yet quiet 
residential 
area within the 
parish, within 
easy walking 
distance of 
St. Cuthbert’s 
Church.

Church & Community

The Congregational finances are sound. 
Although our income is derived mainly from 
offerings, there is always a substantial amount 
from fundraising events throughout the year 
and our expenditure is greatly reduced by the 
many willing helpers particularly in fundraising, 
maintenance and cleaning.

As a result we have managed to operate ‘in 
surplus’ over many years while ensuring all our 
buildings are kept in good order.

Our halls, which have been updated over the 
last 15 years, are used extensively during the 

week by our own organisations and also by a 
popular dancing class. It is estimated that over 
150 young people and 70 adults use our halls 
on a weekly basis

We have participated regularly in the financial 
aspect of stewardship and it is our intention to 
do so again towards the end of 2017 focussing 
not only on finances but also by way of 
encouraging more active participation in 
church membership.

Further information and explanations can be 
obtained from the treasurer.

The Manse

Finance

The detached property is on two levels and 
well-decorated throughout.

The ground floor comprises a vestibule, hallway, 
a large lounge leading to a modern rear-facing 
family room, study, toilet, and recently refitted 
kitchen with utility room attached.

The upper level comprises a large master 
bedroom with recently installed en-suite; 
two double bedrooms; one single bedroom and 
bathroom.

The property is well maintained with double 
glazing; newly installed central heating system; 

intruder alarm and wired smoke and carbon 
monoxide sensors.

The manse includes a detached, brick built 
single garage with a small garden to the front 
and a larger, mature garden to the rear.

The local area includes primary and secondary 
schools; health centre; library and supermarket. 
Saltcoats town centre retains a large variety of 
shops and good cafés and restaurants are all 
within walking distance.



Thank you for reading Saltcoats St. Cuthbert’s Parish Profile. 
Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions 

or wish further information.

Rev. David Watson 
Interim Moderator/Convener of 

Nominating Committee

Email: dwatson@churchofscotland.org.uk

Mrs. Elsa Kirk 
Clerk to the Nominating Committee

Email: elsak1949@hotmail.co.uk 

Like many other churches, we have an ageing 
congregation and there are insufficient numbers 
of younger members to replace those who can 
no longer contribute the way they once did.

We have difficulty maintaining the numbers 
of youngsters in our Sunday School and Youth 
Group. This is exacerbated by the choices now 
available to youngsters on Sundays: football, 
rugby, athletics and other activities are offered 
locally on a Sunday. 

Financial challenges exist and may continue 
but with the outstanding diligence of our 
Treasurer and her team, we shall strive to 
meet our commitments.

We know we are not alone confronting such 
challenges but resolutely aver that our new 
minister will have wholehearted support as 
together we strive to build our church.

Mindful of our duty to the children and 
young people who enter our church we must 
continue to safeguard all our children and 
maintain rigorous policies and procedures 
to this end.

We need to improve and enhance the profile 
of our church in the community by examining 
the ways in which we use social media 
in the future to reach a wider audience. 
Improvements to our website have been 
made and this will continue.

We strive to be strong in our faith in difficult 
times for the church.

We value our sanctuary and the heritage of this 
place but know that we have to maintain our 
efforts for the work of Christ to continue in 
this church and community.

The people of St Cuthbert’s be they office 
bearers; elders; board members; the folk in 
the pews; all of us together, strive to work as 
a team on whatever task presents itself.  We 
know we cannot do it alone and are not afraid 
to ask for help, support and guidance.

We know we are supportive of one another 
and will continue to support our new minister.

Many of our members work behind the scenes 
on the fabric and maintenance of our buildings; 
on the extensive grounds of the church; on 
the improvements to the manse and on the 
cleaning of the church and halls. The teams 
involved do so to enhance and maintain what 
we have been given and to protect this church 
for the future.

We believe we have a duty of pastoral care to 
all within our church and beyond and believe 
this is a strength within us.

There is a resilience here in St. Cuthbert’s that 
has survived many challenges in the past and by 
God’s grace, will continue in the future.

Our Strengths

Challenges
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