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Minister’s Letter
Minister’s Letter for April magazine
On a recent visit to the primary school I was asked by one class why
Christmas is the same date each year, while Easter moves around. A
good question!
I explained that Christmas is simply a date the Church chose since we
have no details about the actual date of His birth in Bethlehem.
We know more details about the timing of Jesus’ crucifixion. It
occurred as pilgrims were gathering in Jerusalem for the Passover, a
week-long festival, the date of which varies with the lunar calendar.
The link with the Jewish Passover explains why the date of our Easter
celebrations of Good Friday and Easter Sunday moves around. In the
Western Church which follows the Gregorian calendar Easter can fall
anytime between 22 March and 25 April. Eastern Orthodox Churches
follow the Julian calendar so their dating of Easter differs from ours by
approximately 2 weeks.
The “When” of Easter is of course less important than the “Who” of
Easter.
At the heart of our faith is the Person of Jesus Christ and at the heart of
the Christian witness to Him is the belief that His crucifixion was not the
defeat of God’s purposes or the end of the story. His opponents may
have thought they had silenced Him and shown that He was not the
Messiah by condemning Him to such a humiliating and public death, but
they were wrong.
Even His disciples must have had a terrible two or three days as they
grieved His death and wondered why this had happened to the One
who had brought them the hope of God’s salvation and the vision of

the Kingdom of God being near. We should not blame them for their
failure to grasp the message Jesus gave them as they journeyed for the
last time to Jerusalem, that He would be suffer at the hands of the
religious authorities. We would probably have shut our ears and minds
to this terrible warning, too.
Praise God that their grief and desolation was short-lived as news
spread, first about the empty tomb, and then of people encountering
the risen Jesus in such diverse places as the graveyard, the upper room,
the road to Emmaus and on the shores of the Sea of Galilee.
No wonder Easter is the “Number 1” celebration of the Christian
Church, for after the darkness and despair of the crucifixion Paul tells
us, “Jesus was shown with great power to be the Son of God by being
raised from death.” (Romans 1 v 4)
It was this conviction arising out of their own encounter with the risen
Jesus which drove the apostles out to share the Good News they
believed and had experienced - that God had drawn near in the life and
even in the death and most wonderfully in the resurrection of Jesus.
His love and life had conquered the worst evil that man could throw at
Him. Sin and death no longer have the last word. God does! His word
is “Yes.” “Yes” to love, “Yes” to mercy, “Yes” to transformation, “Yes”
to life in all its fullness. This Easter let us rejoice in God’s gracious “Yes”
to us and let us say a joyful “Yes” to Him.
With every blessing,
Sarah Nicol.

EASTER CELEBRATIONS IN ST CUTHBERT’S CHURCH
For our Palm Sunday service on 14th April at 10.45am you are invited to
bring some greenery to the service. It doesn’t need to be a palm
branch!
Our Maundy Thursday service on 18th April at 7pm will be focussed on
a celebration of the Lord’s Supper. We will gather in the choir pews to
be close around the Table.
Our Good Friday service on 19th April at 7pm will include songs and
readings reflecting on the love and sufferings of Jesus.
Our Easter Sunday service on 21st April at 10.45am will be a ‘Family
Service’. You are invited to bring a decorated hard-boiled egg and a
daffodil to the service.

Sunday School
The children’s designs for the Crossreach Christmas Card competition
have now been sent to Edinburgh.
If you have been in for coffee after the service you may have noticed
their latest art work. This is their interpretation of the Lord’s Prayer in
pictures. We are half-way through the project at the moment
and when finished the completed work will go on the wallboards after
our Easter display.
They have had great fun painting and the paint has made it on to the
pictures and not them!!
Over the next few weeks we will be doing Easter handwork, making
cards and Easter chickens.
Sunday School Teachers

Community Café
At the most recent café we were able to celebrate the first birthday of
this addition to our church. It continues to welcome patrons of all
faiths and none. We look forward to our next opening on Wed. 10th
April 11.30 – 1.30pm. There will be NO café on 24th. Boss having a
well-deserved holiday!
Come along and enjoy the fellowship and the freshly prepared cuisine.
Anyone who would like to assist should speak to
Angela or any of the volunteers.
Angela Beattie

Choir
April

7th

Here to the house of God we come.

Anthems 14th Shout ‘Hosanna ‘.

Hymn 195
Hymn 368

21th Jesus is risen.

Hymn 409

28th Break not the circle of enabling love.

Hymn 206

Rosemary Smith

The Guild comes to town!
On Saturday 16th March, Saltcoats St Cuthbert’s hosted a ‘Resource
Day’, organised by Guilds Together in North Ayrshire (used to be known
as the Ardrossan Presbyterial Guild Council). Similar events were run
across Scotland giving Guild members the opportunity to see the wide
variety of resources available to them to help them explore aspects of
life beyond the church. The current National Convenor of the Guild

decided to join us at our event, which was an honour! Our speaker,
Lesley Ann Calvert, came to us from the World Mission Council and
after a short time of worship, shared information about their work in
interfaith relationships. The Council recently produced an ingenious
game of dominoes which allows groups to explore more about some of
the main world faiths (including Christianity) in more detail. Many
people could be heard saying ‘I didn’t know that!’ (which included
Christian beliefs and practices on occasion!), so it achieved its aim.
Stories and experiences were shared, and we agreed that it is only by
better understanding of each other’s faiths can we truly get along with
our neighbours. St Cuthbert’s Guild has a set of the dominoes if any
other group are interested (please contact Bea). After a shared packed
lunch and a look at the books and materials which were made available
on a couple of tables, we reconvened and almost blew the windows out
of the small hall with ‘Shine Jesus Shine’. 30 voices powering out their
faith is quite something to hear! In the afternoon we reminded
ourselves about the origins and evolution of the Guild (now in its 132nd
year) and then spent a little time in discussions about our own faith
journeys. Only by exploring our own beliefs in such a safe environment
can we gain the strength to share it with others. You may recall that the
weather on this day was challenging so everyone needed to be away by
3pm.
The Guild can be a lively, engaging organisation and the more people
that become involved, and the more diverse our membership, the
better! Please do come along to our meetings if you can, be part of the
trailblazing organisation which seek to express its faith in worship,
prayer, action and fellowship. We welcome men and women.
Bea Nicholson. Resource Coordinator for Guilds Together (in) North Ayrshire

Guild
We were delighted to welcome Alison Montgomerie, our guest speaker,
together with our friends from the Church who joined us. Alison’s visit
had to be postponed last February due to snow but she proved to be
well worth the wait. She gave us a most enlightening talk about the
highs and lows of climbing Mt. Kilimanjaro and the training that goes
before the expedition. It was certainly an endurance test, but worth it
to reach the summit. Her photographs were a delight to see. Thank you
once again, Alison.
Our next speaker will be on Wednesday April 3. This will be Mr Law,
telling us about his love of Scotland.
Our AGM will be April 17, so do come along and you may be in for a
surprise.
Finally, the AGM of Guilds Together will be at 2 pm. April 24. in St.
Margaret's Church, Dalry.
Sheila Sarginson

Tower Fund Appeal.
Recently an appeal was launched to raise funds for the anticipated
major repairs required to our Church Tower. Although grant
contributions towards the works are being pursued, the continued
well-being of our beautiful place of worship depends on us all
contributing what we can. One off or regular donations can be sent to
Mrs. A. Turner, St. Cuthbert’s Treasurer, 42 Keir Hardie Road,
Ardrossan, by bank transfer or setting up a standing order to Saltcoats
St Cuthbert’s Church No. 2 Account Account No. 18600668 Sort code
80-22-60.

A Touch of Spring
This year the display of daffodils in the shape of an anchor has been greatly
admired. The B.B. planted it a year or two ago. It is improving each year.
We thank them for their idea.
Evelyn Slater

Mens’ Club
Due to insufficient numbers on 19th March our intended quiz was put
back for another day. Instead we put the world to rights (blether and
coffee). The next meeting is on 2nd April, when Saltcoats Table Tennis
club will give a talk and demonstration of their skills. You will also be
given the opportunity to "burn up the table". Please come along at 7
pm.
On 16th William and Muriel will give an illustrated travel talk.
As always all are welcome.
Tom Sommerville

Afternoon Club
World Mission Stamp Appeal.
Last year, The World Mission Stamp Appeal raised an amazing £2,433
for the Hungarian Reformed Church of Transcarpathia who give
valuable support to children and young people with learning
difficulties and disabilities. The 2019 Stamp appeal will be supporting
the Chigodi Women's Centre in Blantyre, Malawi who deliver a broad
range of skills training to address the challenges faced by women in
Malawi. The Centre aims to improve the women's socio-economic
status and increase their chances of future employment.

The World Mission Stamp Appeal celebrate their 50th Anniversary this
year. Thank you to all who continue to support this worthy cause.
Nan Smith

Treasurer’s Remarks at Stated Annual
Meeting
It again falls to me to present to the congregation the Trustees Report and
Financial Statements for the year ended 31 December 2018 which have
been independently examined by Mr W L Weir CA whose unqualified
report appears on page 6. Responsibility for approval of the accounts
rests with the Trustees but this opportunity is given to the congregation in
the interests of openness and accountability to ask questions and obtain
further explanations and information necessary to appreciate these
accounts.
The trustees also wish to record their grateful thanks to all those who
gave of their time, talents and possessions to the work of the church
during the year without which our church would simply not function.
Our offerings fell by nearly £4000 in 2018. Although this is concerning, the
2017 figure included some ‘one off’ donations of nearly £6000. This would
suggest that the offerings have risen slightly. However, increasing costs
will make it more difficult to keep the church running in the years ahead.
The ordinary account showed a surplus of £461 (page 7). This however
does not reflect a full year of the ministerial costs of council tax,
telephone, internet and travel.
The last page of the accounts shows the budget for 2019. Although the
previous downward trend in income is apparent the figure for offerings
has been included at the 2018 level. This is still not sufficient to meet our
ordinary expenditure. Even by continuing to include all fundraising items

in our ordinary expenditure we are still looking at a deficit for the year of
over £5000.
Breakdowns for income and expenditure are shown on page 11 of the
accounts, the totals carried forward to page 7 and a breakdown of the
funds etc. is shown on page 8.
At 31 December 2018 our unrestricted funds increased to £76,099. The
restricted fabric fund fell to £37,111 (page 14) as a result of the
expenditure on the manse. The organ fund at £22,789 and the benevolent
fund at £3,333. The endowment fund fell to £48,412 as a result of the
decrease in the value of the investments. The income from this fund is
divided between the fabric fund (£1,425) and the Guild (£375).
The total funds of the church at 31 December 2018 stood at £187,744 the
makeup of which is shown on page 8 of the accounts.
In this respect many of you will feel that you can relax there is nothing to
worry about it is only the treasurer going on as usual. Unfortunately, this
is far from the truth. We are losing members every year and little is being
done to replace them. This is a situation also facing the national church
and it is the responsibility of us all to do our best to reverse this
36% of the congregation contribute nothing to the church finances and
another 12% contribute very little only if they come, sometimes only once
in two years. This means that the church is only supported by
approximately 120 people. This is not sustainable.
We are currently raising additional funds to repair the tower and to date
we have raised approximately £18,000, taking into account gift aid tax
receivable and ‘grossing up’ monthly donations.
Special thanks must go to Nan Smith and her fundraising team for their
marvellous work in raising over £6,000 for church funds.
I would however stress that the church needs the money from fundraising
to ‘balance the books’ and cannot be syphoned off to raise funds for the

tower project. Any additional fundraising for the tower could be
undertaken but it cannot jeopardise the ordinary fundraising. There is
absolutely no point in having a perfect tower and the church not being
able to survive otherwise.
Additionally, I must stress that the funds presently donated from
organisations are for general purposes to cover the church running costs.
If any organisation wishes to raise money separately for the tower this
must be in addition to their current commitments.
The café continues to be successful and is now contributing monthly to
the church finances. Help is always needed to maintain staffing levels.
In conclusion I would like to record my personal thanks for all those who
have helped me throughout the last year especially Robin Crilley for
keeping the freewill offering books and Maureen Crilley for standing in for
me on the Sundays that I am not here.
Bankers order and gift aid forms are available from myself and at the
church doors for any member wishing to contribute by this method.
Please do not hesitate to ask any questions or speak to me privately if you
wish.
This report will be published in the April magazine and any spare accounts
will be available for the next few weeks
Ann Turner

Plant Sale – order form
This year the plant sale will be on Saturday 11 May 2019 at 2.00pm.
Help on the day of the sale and to transport plants on Friday 10 May
will be most appreciated.
The following plants will be available and can be ordered any time
before the sale. Any plants ordered can be collected or delivered at a
mutually suitable time, either before or after the sale. (by 24 May at
the latest)
Plants available: PACK SIZE IN BRACKETS
Blue Ageratum (6)

White Alyssum (8)

Antirrhinum - dwarf (6)

Bacopa pink and white (single)

Brachycome (Swan River Daisy) (6)

Bedding Begonia (6)

Busy Lizzie (6)

Dwarf Dahlia (6)

Dianthus dwarf (6)
Trailing Fuchsia (single)

Godetia (6)

Upright Fuchsia (single)

Geranium (mixed) (single)

Geranium (red) (Single)

Geranium (pink)(single)(limited)

Geranium (Ivy Leaf) (single) limited supply
Trailing Lobelia (mixed, dark blue, white) (10)
Ordinary Lobelia (dark blue, white) (10) Climbing petunia (single)
French Marigold (8)

Tagetes (6)

Livingstone Daisy (12)

Mimulus (4)

Nemesia (6)

Nicotiania (6)

Pansy (12)

Petunia (all mixed colours) (12)

Trailing Petunia (various colours) (single pots)
Salvia (red) (6)

Stock

(6)

Verbena Bonarensis (6+ in pot)
Sweet Pea (tall (single)

Sweet pea – trailing (3)

Bedding Verbena (4)
Viola (6)

Tomato (bush, and tall)

Cosmos (single pot of 10+ plants) tall 4ft and medium 2ft heights
Nasturtium, Diascia, Sunflowers, Lupins, calabrachoa
PRICES
Geranium, Trailing Petunia, Tomatoes, Diascia, Fuchsia, Bacopa, £1 (6
for £5)
Sweet peas 50p each tube (mainly 2 plants) £5 per dozen
Large ivy leaf geranium, large trailing petunia, large fuchsia etc, £2 or
£3 depending on size
Petunia, Livingstone daisy, pansy, £3 per pack Cosmos £3
3,4,6, 8 and 10 packs - all £1.50 Large pots of seedlings £2 to £3
Ann Turner, 42 Keir Hardie Drive, Ardrossan. KA22 8PA

Coffee Morning
Sarah Park, one of our recent young people to join the church, is
travelling with a friend to Fiji to help with the restoration of a school
and general maintenance of the village, such as ensuring the locals have
access to clean water. She will also assist in teaching the children of the
school while living with a Fijian family in the village. Sarah has to raise
funds to enable her to proceed with this commendable mission.
“I am holding a coffee morning on the Saturday 13th April from 11
o’clock in the Church Hall. There will be many stalls and activities such
as face painting, guess the teddy bears birthday, a bake sale and much
more! I would be very grateful for any contributions and support for the
event. Tickets are £3 for an adult and £1 for a child. “
Sarah Park

Presbytery Snippets
Mr Allan Richardson, Representative Elder, Beith Parish Church
appointed as Moderator elect for 2019/2020
Rev. Ross Mitchell appointed Interim Moderator at Kilwinning Old.
Rev. Sarah Nicol approved as one of the Commissioners to the General
Assembly from Ardrossan Presbytery.
William Parker Presbytery Elder

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 12th -18th MAY
With Christian Aid Week fast approaching, we are once again looking
for volunteers to help with the door to door collection. If you have a
few hours to spare, distributing and collecting envelopes; your
assistance will be gratefully appreciated. Most of our collectors find this
a rewarding experience, and is a great way for the church to be seen in
the community. This year however, St Cuthbert’s will be the only church
doing this in Saltcoats, as congregations find it harder to get collectors.
The ladies of St Mary’s will be doing a can collection in the town centre
on the Saturday, and anyone who would like to help them would be
most welcome.
Last year 57,000 volunteers in the UK helped to raise over eight million
pounds in Christian Aid Week to help poor communities.
Christian Aid also help to provide emergency aid in areas such as
Mozambique, Malawi and Zimbabwe, recently affected by Cyclone Idai.
Separate appeals are made at such times, and we have envelopes
available for the Cyclone Idai Appeal, or donations can be made directly
at;
www.christianaid.org.uk/emergencies/cyclone-idai-appeal
If you can help with this year’s door to door or can collection, please
see Graeme or Liz Sutherland, or call 465744.

Someone posed this question to me, “Why should I be interested in
Jesus Christ and how is Christian faith relevant today? I have a good life
and am happy enough” Good question and one which many try to
answer. All I can offer is my feeling and it is very much a personal
perspective.
If you have ever seen the short story ‘Footprints in the Sand’, that
pretty well sums it up. It tries to show how, when we are going through
tough times, Jesus is there to support us, to give us the strength to
move on. But friendships cannot be picked up and put down at our
convenience, it wouldn’t work with our closest friends and probably
doesn’t with Jesus either because if we don’t learn about Him and
acknowledge Him every day (not just for an hour on Sunday!), we won’t
know how to reach Him when we really need Him.
In other parts of the world the Christian faith is growing, could it be that
life has become too comfortable for us and we don’t think we need God
any more – or we just don’t have the time? Not just for Sundays, our
relationship with God should be so much part of our lives that it
becomes like breathing.
It is good to be with others who share your search and learning – and it
is wonderful to sing together, even if you can’t really sing - it is always
best to find someone who can share your journey with Christ.
Happy travelling.
Contributed

Weekly Calendar
Sundays:

10.45 a.m. - Morning Service,
Sunday School and Youth Group
2.00 p.m. – Afternoon Club
for bridge play & instruction, crafts, etc

Mondays:
.

7.30 p.m. – Country Dancing (social dancing class)

Tuesdays:

10.00am. - Zumba Gold
7.00 p.m. – Men’s Club (fortnightly)

Wednesdays:

10.00 a.m. – Walking Group
11.30 a.m. – Community Cafe (2nd & 4th Wednesdays)
2.00 p.m. - The Guild (1st & 3rd Wednesdays)

Thursdays:

9.30 a.m. – Mother and Toddler Group
6.30 p.m. – Anchor Boys

Fridays:

6.30 p.m. - Boys Brigade

Diary Dates at a Glance

Men’s Club
Guild
Community Café
Coffee Morning
Men’s Club
Guild
Maunday Thursday
Good Friday Service
Plant Sale

Tuesday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Saturday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday

2nd April
3rd April
10th April
13th April 11am
16th April
17th April
18 April 7pm
19 April 7pm
11th May

