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Minister’s Letter
The month of May is always a busy one for the Church. Sometimes
Pentecost falls in May, but we will have to wait until June this year
since Easter fell on 21st April. Christian Aid week always falls in May
and many congregations are busy with special fund-raising events and
door-to-door collections in the parish. Many thanks to all those who
help with the latter and all who donate regularly to Christian Aid and
who responded to the recent Emergency Appeal in the aftermath of
the damage caused in Mozambique, Malawi and Zimbabwe by Cyclone
Idai.
The General Assembly of the Church of Scotland also has its annual
gathering in May. This year I am a commissioner from the Presbytery
of Ardrossan. I am also delighted that my daughter Deborah is the
Youth Representative from this Presbytery.
I have been a commissioner many times during my 34 years of service
within the Church, and Deborah is a regular participant in the National
Youth Assembly, but this will be her first time participating in the
General Assembly.
As a youngster she became familiar with the space and activities
around the General Assembly, coming in after Stewart picked her up
from school and on the holiday Monday. No childcare was or is yet
offered by the GA, although I did once enquire about this, and was
informed that there wasn’t enough demand to justify such provision!
Thankfully, one of the ladies in the commissioners’ refectory was
always happy to have well-behaved Deborah sit beside her with her
books and puzzles! The Friday evening closing session was always an
open one, with no separation between commissioners and members
of the public. From a young age Deborah therefore experienced the
rousing singing of hymns of praise by several hundred voices in that
historic hall. I remember the year that our Mission Partners from
Thailand, Mike and Jane Fucella, were there with their two children,
too. At the close of the General Assembly it is traditional for people to
line the route of the Moderators and guests as they leave the hall and
descend the steps into the quadrangle of New College. Prince Charles

was the Lord High Commissioner and when he saw our three children,
he first looked surprised and then smiled warmly at the two families
bringing the average age of the gathering down by a few years!
Deborah also had the privilege of meeting the royal trumpeters who
gave her a wee fanfare in one of the hallways during a break! Several
retired Moderators always gave her an informal welcome ‘behind the
scenes’ and when the new Church Hymnary 4 was brought out, her
copy was signed by several of them. Beyond all the business of the
General Assembly there are some wonderful people to meet during
this great gathering of our Church. Enough of reminiscing, though!
As her mum and as a minister, I am delighted that Deborah will now
take her place as one of the adults attending the General Assembly,
and I hope that other young people from our congregation may one
year have the opportunity to participate in a Youth Assembly and go
on to play their part in the debates and decision-making of our local
and national Church.
The Blue Book of Reports has now arrived in the post and I have
started reading it in preparation for the Assembly.
Within its pages is a strong report from the General Trustees, who are
placing before us the challenge to our energy and resources from the
many old buildings we are trying to upkeep by smaller and smaller
congregations. The question presented to us is, “Do we have the right
buildings in the right places?”
Alongside this is an important report. I will not repeat the mistake I
made last year when I began sharing with the congregation of
Midstocket Church the ‘Strategic Plan’ which was in the Blue Book for
presentation to the Assembly. While reports are often altered slightly
by new deliverances brought up from the floor of the Assembly, on this
occasion the whole ‘Strategic Plan’ was thrown out, and the Council
were instructed to come up with a more radical plan for the future of
the Church of Scotland in these challenging times of decreasing
membership and shortage of personnel, both lay and ordained. There
is indeed a ‘Radical Action Plan’ in this year’s Blue Book, but I shall wait
to tell you about it until after we meet in Assembly – just in case....!

With every blessing,
Sarah Nicol.

Congregational Register
Deaths “In my Father’s house are many mansions...”
April. Miss Nan Chalmers, Saltcoats
Mrs Jean Edgar, formerly Saltcoats
Mrs Betty Morrison, West Kilbride

Easter Diorama
We were blessed this year to have a visual reminder of the Easter
story, thanks to Ray Nicholson who developed his idea of an Easter
diorama to tell the story of Jesus’ crucifixion, death and resurrection.
The youngsters in our Sunday School and Youth Group assisted him
with painting and decorating the three-dimensional model.
Many thanks to Ray and the younger members of our congregation!
Please take the opportunity to view the display at close quarters on
the Communion table. Look closely and note the detailed work. The
crown of thorns, the spear that pierced Jesus’ side, the dice that
soldiers used to decide the fate of his cloak and the stone rolled away
to reveal the illuminated tomb and shroud are all intricately
constructed.

Sunday School
The children enjoyed helping to complete the Easter display and we
would like to thank Ray Nicholson for allowing us to be a part of this.
After Easter we will be returning to our Lord’s Prayer display and
eventually we will be able to have it the right way up and you will be
able to see their work.
Thank you for your pennies. The total now stands at £174.

Plans are also in hand for our Sunday School Fun Day in June.
Sunday School Teachers

Guild
We had a very successful AGM and managed to change some of our
office bearers. This was followed by a lovely tea and socialisation.
We conclude this session at 2 - 4 pm on Wednesday May 15th with
Afternoon Tea at Seamill House Hotel, West Kilbride.
We wish you all a happy holiday, basking in the "heatwave", and look
forward to welcoming you back in September.
Sheila Sarginson.

Afternoon Club
Over the last few weeks our Club has lost three valued members and
friends. Nan Chalmers passed away suddenly at the beginning of April.
Nan had been an active member of our group and was the last of the
founding members who still participated. She was an enthusiastic
player in the “bridge room” and invariably raised a laugh when half way
through the game she would ask – “remind me what contract we are
in”!
A few years ago we welcomed George Jackson to join us when he
expressed an interest in rekindling his bridge playing skills. Although he
was not a member of this church we were happy to have him among us
and to enjoy his quiet wit and sense of fun.
A good friend of the Club, Jack Love, who on occasion would pop in for
a cuppa while doing some work in or around the church also died
recently. His DIY skills were willingly given and gratefully received
particularly during the extensive changes made at the manse during the
two most recent vacancies. We will miss all three of these “guid folk”
and extend our thoughts and prayers to their families at this time.

We close for the summer on May 20th and restart on Monday 2nd of
September. We wish all the congregation a very warm relaxing summer
break.
New members at our Afternoon Club are always welcome.
Nan Smith

Community Café
The café will be open on Wednesday 8th & 22nd May
from 11.30 – 1.30pm. It will continue on 12th & 26th June
but will break and reopen on 11th September.
Come along and enjoy the fellowship and the usual
selection of freshly prepared cuisine.
Anyone who would like to join the rota of volunteers
should speak to Angel a or any of those on duty. More
helpers would assist in spreading the load. Thank you to
all those who have supported me and the team over the
past year and especially to all who regularly attended the café.
Angela Beattie

Men’s Club
On 2nd April we had a visit from Saltcoats Table Tennis Club, who gave a
presentation on progress made by the club and a demonstration of
their skills. Greatly appreciated and thanks to Billy Main for arranging
the visit.
On 16th April William & Muriel Parker gave a talk/slide show
presentation on "A trip down the Rhine”. Some wonderful slides, most
enjoyable. (One of the best presentations ever). Well, William is the
Magazine Editor after all.
We are hoping to have Raymond Montgomerie along to give a talk on
his life in football at the next meeting. Watch the Order of Service for
details.
Tom Sommerville

Plant Sale – order form

This year the plant sale will be on Saturday 11 May 2019 at 2.00pm.
Help on the day of the sale and to transport plants on Friday 10 May
will be most appreciated.
The following plants will be available and can be ordered any time
before the sale. Any plants ordered can be collected or delivered at a
mutually suitable time, either before or after the sale. (by 24 May at the
latest)
Plants available: PACK SIZE IN BRACKETS
Blue Ageratum (6)
White Alyssum (8)
Antirrhinum - dwarf (6)
Bacopa pink and white (single)
Brachycome (Swan River Daisy) (6)
Bedding Begonia (6)
Busy Lizzie (6)
Dwarf Dahlia (6)
Dianthus dwarf (6)
Trailing Fuchsia (single)
Godetia (6)
Upright Fuchsia (single)
Geranium (mixed) (single)
Geranium (red) (Single)
Geranium (pink)(single)(limited)
Geranium (Ivy Leaf) (single) limited supply
Trailing Lobelia (mixed, dark blue, white) (10)
Ordinary Lobelia (dark blue, white) (10) Climbing petunia (single)
French Marigold (8)
Tagetes (6)
Livingstone Daisy (12)
Mimulus (4)
Nemesia (6)
Nicotiania (6)
Pansy (12)
Petunia (all mixed colours) (12)
Trailing Petunia (various colours) (single pots)
Salvia (red) (6)
Stock
(6)
Verbena Bonarensis (6+ in pot)
Sweet Pea (tall (single)
Sweet pea – trailing (3)
Bedding Verbena (4)
Viola (6)
Tomato (bush, and tall)
Cosmos (single pot of 10+ plants) tall 4ft and medium 2ft heights
Nasturtium, Diascia, Sunflowers, Lupins, calabrachoa
Vegetables Broccoli, Cauliflower, Cabbage, Lettuce - a few packs of 6
As well as Courgettes and Parsley.

PRICES
Geranium, Trailing Petunia, Tomatoes, Diascia, Fuchsia, Bacopa, £1 (6
for £5)
Sweet peas 50p each tube (mainly 2 plants) £5 per dozen
Large ivy leaf geranium, large trailing petunia, large fuchsia etc, £2 or £3
depending on size
Petunia, Livingstone daisy, pansy, £3 per pack Cosmos £3
3,4,6, 8 and 10 packs - all £1.50 Large pots of seedlings £2 to £3
Ann Turner,

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 12th -18th MAY
With Christian Aid Week fast approaching, we are once again looking for
volunteers to help with the door to door collection. If you have a few
hours to spare, distributing and collecting envelopes; your assistance will
be gratefully appreciated. Most of our collectors find this a rewarding
experience, and is a great way for the church to be seen in the
community. This year however, St Cuthbert’s will be the only church
doing this in Saltcoats, as congregations find it harder to get collectors.
The ladies of St Mary’s will be doing a can collection in the town centre
on the Saturday, and anyone who would like to help them would be most
welcome.
Last year 57,000 volunteers in the UK helped to raise over eight million
pounds in Christian Aid Week to help poor communities.
Christian Aid also help to provide emergency aid in areas such as
Mozambique, Malawi and Zimbabwe, recently affected by Cyclone Idai.
Separate appeals are made at such times, and we have envelopes
available for the Cyclone Idai Appeal, or donations can be made directly
at;
www.christianaid.org.uk/emergencies/cyclone-idai-appeal
If you can help with this year’s door to door or can collection, please see
Graeme or Liz Sutherland, or call 465744.

Magazine
There are churches now delivering their monthly magazines to some of
their congregation electronically. As an experiment if you would be
happy to receive your June issue in this way please send an email to
webmaster@saltcoats-stcuthberts.org.uk to enable a confidential
database to be created.
A printed copy will continue to be available for everyone who wishes it.
Before the September issue the reaction to the trial will be assessed
and depending on the response a decision will be taken on whether
that option will continue to be offered.
The Editor

Choir
Anthems
May 5th
12th
19th
26th
June 2nd

There is a Redeemer.
Before the throne of God above.
Love is the touch of intangible joy.
View the present through the promise.
For your generous providing.

Hymn 559
Hymn 466
Hymn 115
Hymn 479
Hymn 655
Rosemary Smith

“Fiji” Coffee Morning
Hello there!
I would just like to say that the coffee morning was a huge success and
I am incredibly grateful for the support and the helpers for my
fundraising effort.
Counting the generous donations from the congregation and the
weekend sales the total was £948.
Thanks so much!
Sarah Park

Summer Concert
Kilmarnock based choir Achoired Taste are presenting a Summer
Concert - “Sing a Mighty Song” in the Grand Hall, Kilmarnock on
Thursday 23rd May at 7.30pm.
Tickets priced £8 (under 16 £4) can be obtained from William (471207)
or Ena (464437). A bus (£8) will be arranged if a minimum of 16
passengers are guaranteed.

Tower Fund Appeal.
One off or regular donations can be sent to Mrs. A. Turner, St.
Cuthbert’s Treasurer, 42 Keir Hardie Road, Ardrossan, by bank transfer
or setting up a standing order to Saltcoats St Cuthbert’s Church No. 2
Account. Account no. 18600668 Sort code 80-22-60.
Religious Humour
If you need an Ark, I Noah man.
God’s garden. Lettuce be kind, Squash gossip and Turnip for Church.

Weekly Calendar
Sundays:

10.45 a.m. - Morning Service,
Sunday School and Youth Group
2.00 p.m. – Afternoon Club
for bridge play & instruction, crafts, etc

Mondays:
.

7.30 p.m. – Country Dancing (social dancing class)

Tuesdays:

10.00am. - Zumba Gold
7.00 p.m. – Men’s Club (fortnightly)

Wednesdays:

10.00 a.m. – Walking Group
11.30 a.m. – Community Cafe (2nd & 4th Wednesdays)
2.00 p.m. - The Guild (1st & 3rd Wednesdays)

Thursdays:

9.30 a.m. – Mother and Toddler Group
6.30 p.m. – Anchor Boys

Fridays:

6.30 p.m. - Boys Brigade

Diary Dates at a Glance

Community Café
Plant Sale
Guild Afternoon Tea
Community Café
Guild Planning meeting

Wednesday
Saturday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Wednesday

8th May
11th May
15th May
22nd May
29th May

