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From the Minister
Our Advent journey to yet another Christmas celebration has begun. In Church we are lighting the candles of
the Advent wreath and singing the prayer, “Come, Lord Jesus, come”.
This was a song used as part of the Nativity Presentation “given” to the adults by the children in one of my
previous congregations, and I have in turn passed it on to the other congregations in which I have ministered.
This prayer in song is indeed a gift worth sharing every year, but with all that is happening around us at the
moment, we may realise how much we need to express together this prayer to God right now!
During our pilgrimage through Advent 2019 we are praying again with deep fervor for ourselves and our
world. We need a fresh receiving and a fuller appreciation of the different aspects of God’s wonderful grace
coming into the life of the world in Jesus Christ. And so we sing and pray,
“Come, Lord Jesus, come to this world of ours.
Fill us with Your hope … In this world of ours.
Lord, we need Your peace … In this world of ours.
May we share Your love … In this world of ours.
May we know Your joy … in this world of ours.”
In the midst of so much uncertainty and unrest, can these simple words shared by children calm our troubled
souls and refocus our hearts on God? Our God is One not distant and unmoved by our human situation, but
is One who came into the world, sharing in our humanity with all the ups and downs that come our way, in all
the varied experiences and challenges that confront us. He is One who can support us in our troubles,
comfort us in our sorrows, free us from our burdens of guilt, renew our sense of being loved, and draw us
closer to Himself and to each other as we sense and celebrate His Presence in the coming of Jesus Christ.
May God bless you and all your loved ones this Advent and Christmas with His gifts of hope, peace, love and
joy, and may these same gifts extend to all people everywhere.
With every blessing

Sarah Nicol.
A Christmas Message from the Moderator of Ardrossan Presbytery
Dear Friends,
A few days before being installed as Moderator I visited the Readers Conference and joined them for lunch. After
lunch I was asked to introduce myself, and as I did, I mentioned I had only three more sleeps before my installation.
One person remarked that as Christmas approached, when he was young, he counted the sleeps before Santa
arrived with presents. Children throughout the world look forward to Christmas morning when they waken early
just like my daughter as a child. She was always up first about 5.00am, she would waken her brothers, my wife and
myself and we always went together to see if Santa had called with presents. This I am sure is what happens in a lot
of homes with the excitement of Christmas morning. We are fortunate, but many in this country and elsewhere
are less so, some children will waken and have no presents to open and the family no food for Christmas dinner.
During advent we have Christmas gift services bringing presents for children less fortunate than ours. We have
people who organize the collections for the food bank so that some may after all be able to sit as a family on
Christmas day enjoying food and fellowship together.
Christmas is not just a day of giving and receiving presents and enjoying dinner with family and friends. We should
never forget the real meaning of Christmas. We should take time to remember the real reason why we celebrate
the birth of Jesus in a humble stable in Bethlehem to Mary and Joseph. As the Christmas story tells us there was no
room for them at the Inn so Jesus was born in a stable in Bethlehem. He was wrapped in swaddling cloth and
placed in a feeding trough. Mary and Joseph had little and after the birth a bright star appeared in the sky above the
stable and guided the three wise men who brought gifts of Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh for the new Messiah.

Jesus is the greatest gift given to the world some two thousand years ago and we must never forget this gift. I
never tire of singing Hymn 306, after midnight at our Watchnight service, of the word of the last verse,
Yea, Lord, we greet thee,
born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be glory given:
Word of the Father,
now in flesh appearing.
This is the greatest gift. May God’s blessings be with you all at this Christmas time and let us never forget as we
celebrate with family and friends the real meaning of Christmas.

Allan Richardson

Happy Anniversary
Within St Cuthbert’s Church we are in a unique and fortunate
position of having three couples who have been married for over 60
years.
Recently William and Irene Hogarth celebrated their Diamond
Wedding Anniversary.
Earlier this year Robert and Jessie Brown reached the same milestone.

In April, Bill and

Nancy Smith
notched up 65
years of married
life.

All have been actively involved in the life and work of our church with Bill, Robert and William serving as
elders for between 46 and 53 years. Many organisations in St Cuthbert’s have benefited from the enthusiastic
participation of the ladies in various roles over the years.
The congregation will remember former organist Lex Dunlop and his wife Elspeth who have also celebrated
60 years of marriage in 2019.
A

We send all of them our love, congratulations and best wishes for the future.

Parkers Preserves
Thank you to everyone who purchased jams, jellies or
chutneys during the recent sale of preserves.
This year I have been able to give £610 to church funds.
Thanks also to those who provided fruit, sugar and jelly jars.
I am happy for you to continue collecting suitable jars in anticipation of the production line continuing to
function in 2020.

Muriel Parker

The last café of 2019 will be on Wednesday 11th December.
Strangely all of my staff are unavailable on the usual fourth Wednesday of this month (25thDec.)
However I am happy to let them have a day off?!?! and very grateful to all those who help so regularly.
We will open again in our usual slots on 8th and 22nd of January.
A merry Christmas and Happy New Year to everyone and thank you to all who have come along and joined
us during the past year.

Angela Beattie
The Guild
Our speaker on 4th December will be the Guild National Convener, Mrs Marian McIntyre,
on the Guild Shetland Style.
This meeting is open to members of the congregation and an invitation has been sent to
other Guilds in the area to join us on this occasion. Mr Tom McIntyre was previously
minister at Stevenston High Church.
On the 11th December there will be a Guilds Together Advent Rally at Stevenston Ardeer Church at 2.00pm.
On behalf of the Guild I would like to send best wishes to everyone for the festive season.

Senga McCallum Secretary
Sunday School
The children have been busy over the past few weeks making Christmas decorations which we will be
displaying on a large tree printed on material which was donated to us.
We would like to thank Ray Nicholson for including the children in painting the figures for the Christmas
display. They have enjoyed it.
Our Gift Service is on Sunday 8th December when children are invited to bring a gift which will be given to
local children for Christmas via the social Work Department.
On the 15th December the children will be making Christingles and will bring them into the Church near the
end of the service.

On the 22nd December we will be part of the nativity display.
There will be no Sunday School on 29th Dec. and 5th Jan.
Best wishes to everyone from the Sunday School.

Sunday School Teachers
Deaths
Jesus said, “In My Father’s house are many mansions …”
Oct Jean R Parker formerly of Little Busbie Farm

From the Treasurer
Last week I presented accounts to 31 October 2019 and projected figures to December 2019 to the
Congregational Board.
It is expected that the deficit for the year will be in the region of £13000. This is roughly the figure predicted
in last year’s budget.
The reason for the increased level of repairs is explained as follows:
Additional fire doors etc.

£3000

Roughcasting

£1800

Replacement of railings

£1250

Lightning conductor testing and upgrade

£1320

Electric safety checks and necessary repairs

£1100

Repair to stonework around 2 stained glass windows

£3500

Other small repair & regular maintenance items approx.

£4000

(Some of this work arose after our insurance company inspection)
Everyone appreciates that incomes are not rising as fast as costs.
Our total offerings have remained at the same level for the last few years and sadly this is not enough to meet
our commitments.
I know that many are also contributing to the tower fund and this is gratefully received.
However all I can do is appeal to you all to ‘do the best you can’ to help our church and the work it does to
survive into the future.
With every good wish for you all and your families for Christmas and the New Year.

Ann Turner
Men’s Club
The club held a meeting on 19th Nov. at which Tom gave a talk on working as a Medic in Sub Saharan Africa.
Our next meeting will be on 3rd December. This will be the last until January 2020.
All are invited. A very Happy Christmas to everyone.

Tom Sommerville

Christmas Gift Card
Ardrossan Presbytery is twinned with Milala Presbytery in Malawi. As part of our duty of care, a Christmas
Gift Card has been prepared in the hope that congregations would be willing to sell these over the Festive
Season.
These gift cards priced £5.00 will pay for a Mosquito Net for a family in Malawi. A friend, teacher or lollipop
lady might appreciate this as an alternative Christmas gift.
William Parker can source these for anyone wishing to purchase.

Presbytery Report
At a recent meeting Rev. Mandy Ralph addressed Presbytery just prior to her leaving Ardrossan to take up
her new position at Tarbolton linked with Annbank. Her journey to this, her first charge, has been a long one
starting back in 2006.
The Rev Jonathan Fleming paid tribute to Rev Andrew McCance who had passed away aged 94. Many of us
will remember Andrew fondly from his time will us as locum during the vacancy after Rev. Brian Oxburgh
moved to Tayport. Mandy too has preached in St. Cuthbert’s.
Presbytery agreed to the Appraisal Committee’s recommendation that the current Presbytery Plan be
suspended with the exception of the Arran Mission Group. This means that no new vacant charges will be
allowed to call a minister and any vacant charges that have already a right to call will be reviewed after 2
years. This is being done in an effort to progress the instruction to reduce the number of charges within the
Ardrossan Presbytery.
There was a lengthy discussion about the move towards the creation of an Ayrshire Presbytery instead of the
current three bodies and the vision of how a new enlarged Presbytery might look and work.

William Parker Presbytery Elder
2019 Shoe Box appeal
This year a total of 69 boxes plus 2 bags of ‘fillers’ were collected from our church. This was a record number
for us.
Very many thanks to all who contributed.

Ann Turner
Afternoon Club
The Afternoon Club will have their Christmas lunch on Monday 16th of December. This will be prepared for
us by Angela, so we are guaranteed to have a lovely meal.
We will then be on holiday over the festive season and will resume on Monday 13th January.
Wishing everyone a merry Christmas and a happy and prosperous New Year.

Appeal
Ayrshire Maternity Unit desperately need knitted hats for newborns 7-10lbs weight rather than premmies.
Colour is not important, although they need some knitted in a dark red wool which indicates a baby needing additional
care/observation on the ward. These can be dropped off to the maternity unit at any time or to the Afternoon Club on
Monday afternoons. Pattern available from Nan. Thank you in advance.

Nan Smith

Fundraising
The Christmas Fair was a huge success and very well attended. The sum raised so far has reached £2,050.
Well done everyone. We hope that everyone has a great time over the festive season. Photographs of the
day can be found on the website.

Fundraising Team

Christmas Cards
Anyone able to help with the delivery of 2500 Christmas Cards to the Parish should speak to Graeme
Sutherland.

Congregational Board
As reported elsewhere the Treasurer presented a report on the current finances and a budget for 2020.
The Board approved the appointment of Anne Riddell and William Gibson to fill current vacancies.
Because of the unusually heavy gathering of dust and dirt that had accumulated during the window repairs
several members present agreed to assist with a major internal cleaning on Friday 15 Nov..
Ray Nicholson demonstrated various options for the Board to consider with regard to the installation of
easier access to the chancel area of the church including the addition of a handrail.

Maureen Crilley Board Clerk
Choir
December Anthems
1st

Hurry the Lord is near.

8th

The Angel Gabriel.

15th

Light the Candles.

22nd

Joy has dawned upon the world.

24th

To be decided

Hymn 280
Hymn 285
Stuart Townend
Watchnight Service

Best wishes for a merry Christmas and a happy and healthy 2020.

Rosemary Smith
Christmas Cards
The wind is blowing the cards from the shelf
They’ve come, seasonally adjusted, for Christmas and New Year
Some Winter, some Summer some neutral.
Messages of joy, a story, a baby boy, a response.
Rhymes, verse, minimalist or blank (own options)
They colourfully decorate, attract inquisitive checks
Who sent that? We didn’t hear from them; here’s family news.
Distances far flung in time and space.
Yet still appreciating the connections –
Often only at this Christmastide this Festive Season.
Clive Conland
Contributed

Weekly Calendar
Sundays:

10.45 a.m. -

Morning Service,
Sunday School and Youth Group

After mid-December Groups and Organisations may break until early January.
Please check the website for up to date information or contact details.

Diary Dates at a Glance
2019

Guild

Wednesday

4th Dec.

“Gift” Service

Sunday

8th Dec

Community Café

Wednesday 11th Dec.

Guilds Together Advent Rally: Stevenston Ardeer Church Wednesday 11th Dec.
Christmas Eve

Family Service 6pm.
Watchnight Service 11.30pm.

2020
Community Café

Wednesday

8th Jan

Guild

Argyle Primary School: Children’s Burns Day Wed. 15th Jan

Community Café

Wednesday

22nd Jan.

City of Glasgow Chorus

Sunday

19th April
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