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From our Minister
Dear friends,
In the dark and cold of winter it cheers our hearts and minds to tell each other that we have noticed the days
getting longer! There are already signs of spring flowers peeking through the soil. Of course, we may still get frost
and snow and gales, but somehow it seems better when we are at this side of the winter solstice.
At this time of the year it feels like we are going in the right direction! However, this direction is not our choice.
It is simply the revolution of our world around the sun and the cycles and patterns of nature taking us towards
lighter and warmer days in our northern hemisphere.
There are other choices in life which are ours to make – such as choices about career, homes and holidays, and
how we use our time, talents and money – although, even then, it sometimes feel as if our choices have been
influenced by circumstances beyond our control.
Some choices seem big and daunting. Others seem much more trivial.
Sometimes we may feel blessed with an invisible guiding hand in the choices before us, but at other times we are
not sure which way to turn. As with believers before us, we pray for God’s guidance, but if uncertainty remains,
sometimes we have to make a choice, trusting that God holds the whole of our life in His heart, and is able to
weave every choice and every detour into a beautiful tapestry of our life.
Beyond the choices to be made in our personal life, there are choices to be made as part of the community of the
church. How can we serve God in an increasingly secular society? How can we help others discover the blessings
of knowing God near to them? How can we share resources and work together with other congregations?
On a larger scale, there are big choices facing our nation and our world – such as deciding what we can do to
reduce our impact on the changing climate and how we can adapt to increasing risks of floods, droughts and fires.
In all the levels of our decision-making, may we know the Presence of God as our Guide, and when guidance is less
clear than we would like it to be, may God give us the assurance that He will be with through every choice and
change in life, until we reach the fullness of life in His Kingdom.
With every blessing,

Sarah Nicol.

The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity
This began in 1908 as the Octave of Christian Unity within the Catholic denominations and focused on prayer for
church unity. Over the years it has gone through many iterations as folk try to find the best way of marking the
need for unity in their own locality.
At least once a year, Christians are reminded of Jesus’ prayer for his disciples that “they may be one so that the
world may believe” (see John 17.21). Hearts are touched and Christians come together to pray for their unity.
Congregations and parishes all over the world exchange preachers or arrange special ecumenical celebrations and
prayer services. The event that touches off this special experience is the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity.
Traditionally the week of prayer is celebrated between 18-25 January, between the feasts of St Peter and St Paul. In
the southern hemisphere, where January is a vacation time, churches often find other days to celebrate it, for
example around Pentecost, which is also a symbolic date for unity.
The theme for the week of prayer in 2020, “They showed us unusual kindness...” is inspired by Acts 28:2 which is
part of the story of the shipwrecked Paul who was travelling as a prisoner. The resources for the week have been
prepared by members of different churches in Malta and Gozo.
Hospitality is a much-needed virtue in our search for Christian unity. It calls us to a greater generosity to those in
need. The people who showed unusual kindness to Paul and his companions did not yet know Christ, and yet it is
through their unusual kindness that a divided people were drawn closer together. Our own Christian unity will be
discovered not only through showing hospitality to one another, but also through loving encounters with those
who do not share our language, culture or faith.

Rather than use the provided material as the backbone of a joint service, in Saltcoats it was decided that hospitality
would be celebrated in a more traditional way with a shared tea (and cakes). Members came from across the town,
from Adelaide College; The Salvation Army; South Beach Baptist Church; St Mary’s Roman Catholic Church;
North Parish Church of Scotland; Kirkgate Church of Scotland and hosted by St Cuthbert’s Church of Scotland.
So many folk managed to come along that seating needed to be extended from the large hall into the adjoining
‘quiet’ room. The Baptist Praise band led the singing which resonated beautifully through the halls. Prayers and
reflections were offered by some of the ministers. But the heart of the afternoon was the chatter. We were asked
to focus on hospitality. What does it mean? Are there passages in the Gospels which are helpful or perhaps
challenging the idea of hospitality? What could we do together to show Christian hospitality both towards each
other and towards the wider community?
Examples were shared of good and less good experiences; hopes and wishes for the future; inter-generational
relationships; the differences between people; the difficulty of receiving hospitality (often harder than providing it).
No conclusions reached but everyone agreed that this was a very successful event and we should try and come
together informally more often.
Bea Nicholson
Discussion and Singing

Fabric
Stonework restoration
A Before and After look at the work carried out by the craftsmen.
Huge thanks to Roy who almost lived (and nearly froze to death) in the church monitoring the process.

Thank you
Dear Friends
I would like to take the chance to say thank you for all the love and support I have received from my church
family during my recent period of challenging health issues. Attending church on a Sunday morning is
important to me and I am so grateful for the help given to me that has made it possible for me to continue to
enjoy the services and coffee time particularly over the festive season.
Sheila Hanlon.

Choir
February Anthems
2nd

Behold the Lamb. (Communion)

Stuart Townend

9th

Loving God in heaven above.

Hymn 711

16th As the deer pants.

Hymn 550

23rd O let the Son of God enfold you.

John Wimber
Rosemary Smith

Guild
Our next meeting is at South Beach House, on the 5th February, where the children of Caledonia Primary
School will join us to entertain the residents. Members are asked to meet at South Beach House for 2.00pm.
On the 19th February our Minister Sarah Nicol will be joining us to give us communion.
A date for your diary. Ayrshire Guilds Together Big Sing on Friday 21st February at 2.30pm in Kilwinning Old
Parish Church.
Will members please note that the meeting on 15th April has been cancelled.
Senga McCallum

Holy Communion
This will be celebrated on Sunday 2nd February. A short informal communion is usually held after the service
on the first Sunday of months when there is no formal Communion.

Men’s Club
The club held its first meeting of 2020 on 14th January. Unfortunately, the attendance was disappointing. We
hope that more people will be able to come next time. Please follow the weekly intimations to hear when we
will get together next.
Tom Sommerville

Sunday School
After making decorations in the weeks leading up to Christmas we have now returned to our stories and craft
work according to the ages of the children. The three-year-olds love handwork and singing.
Although you might not be able to see them from where you sit in church all the children try to follow our
minister’s signing actions during the hymns.
May we say a very belated thank you to everyone for the gifts you gave at Christmas, the response was
wonderful, and the gifts very much appreciated by the Social Work Department.
Sunday School Teachers

Afternoon Club
We are still very fortunate here in St Cuthbert’s that so many of our congregation still save their used
postage stamps. As a result, we are excited to report that again we have been able to support CrossReach
Stamp Appeal as well as The World Mission Stamp Appeal. Not so many people nowadays send letters or
cards so this is really great news for The Church of Scotland to know that we continue to save stamps that
would perhaps only reach the bin. These stamps can make such a difference to so many people. Please
continue to save your stamps. Thank you all so much.
Many of our ladies have been knitting hats in response to the appeal by the maternity unit at Crosshouse
hospital for hats for new-born babies. There is an article on the notice board in the Hall.
Nan Smith

Our happy band of volunteers will serve you with freshly prepared fare. If you can spare a few hours a month
to assist, please speak to me if you would like to join the rota. Why not bring a friend along, enjoy the food,
fun and friendship and at the same time help to raise funds for our church?
Follow us on Facebook to keep up to date.
Angela Beattie

Cleaning Rota
Volunteers for this rota or any other aspect of church life should speak to Ann Turner or their District Elder.
“Someone else” might like a break!

Congregational Register
Deaths: “In my Father’s house are many mansions...”
Dec. Mr. G. Hammersley, Troon formerly Stevenston & Seamill
Mr. T. Mumford, Border Place, Saltcoats
Miss M. Paton, formerly Corrie Cres., Saltcoats.

Card Deliveries
Grateful thanks to all those who helped deliver cards at Christmas. 2500 cards were distributed around the
parish in December.
We would like to repeat this at Easter and more posties would be required to allow us to deliver to the
whole parish, a total of 3500 homes. The more volunteers we have, the fewer each individual has to deliver.
If you can offer a little time to help distribute the cards, please give your name to Graeme or Liz Sutherland.
Your help would be greatly appreciated.
Graeme Sutherland.

Tower appeal
Details of the bank account for Tower donations:
Bank: Bank of Scotland Sort Code: 80-22-60 Account Number: 18600668
Donations can be paid directly to the account or given to me.
Thank you.
Ann Turner

Zumba Gold
This recent addition to church activities started with 6 members and now boasts 22. If you’d like to join these
happy exercisers pop along on a Tuesday morning at 10am.

Snippets from Presbytery
Rev Alex Noble has intimated to his North Parish Church congregation of his intention to retire on 31st May
this year.
After her Ordination which is scheduled before the end of January, Mrs. Betsi Thane will spend a short spell
as Presbytery Chaplain before her move to Malta where she will be inducted into a charge.
It was agreed that Kilwinning Old Parish Church would have a name change to Kilwinning Abbey Church.

*THE WORLD IS MINE*
Today, in a bus, I saw a very beautiful woman
and wished I were as beautiful.
When suddenly she rose to leave,
I saw her hobble down the aisle.
She had one leg and used a crutch.
But as she passed, she passed a smile.
Oh, God, forgive me when I whine.
I have two legs; the world is mine.
.

I stopped to buy some candy.
The lad who sold it had such charm.
I talked with him, he seemed so glad.
If I were late, it'd do no harm.
And as I left, he said to me,
"I thank you; you've been so kind.
It's nice to talk with folks like you.
You see," he said, "I'm blind."
Oh, God, forgive me when I whine.
I have two eyes; the world is mine.
.

Later while walking down the street,
I saw a child I knew.
He stood and watched the others play,
but he did not know what to do.
I stopped a moment and then I said,
Why don't you join them dear?"
He looked ahead without a word.
I forgot; he couldn't hear.
Oh, God, forgive me when I whine.
I have two ears; the world is mine.
.

With feet to take me where I'd go,
With eyes to see the sunset's glow,
With ears to hear what I'd know,
Oh, God, forgive me when I whine.
I've been blessed indeed; the world is mine.
.

If this poem makes you feel thankful, just send it to your friends. After all, it's just a simple
reminder that we have so much to be thankful for! Give the gift of love. It never comes back
empty!

Community of Faith
A regional opportunity to explore children, young people and family ministry
‘In many of our churches, children, young people and young adults are missing and the vast majority of adults in
our population have not been introduced to church or faith as children.’ The Church of Scotland Radical Action
Plan, 2018
This is an opportunity to:


Meet with others locally, to share ideas, challenges and good news stories;



Explore creative and innovative ways to develop our vision and practice in nurturing faith with children,
young people and families



Encourage the development of a whole community of faith approach towards faith formation and
ongoing discipleship?

Who this is for: Whether you are in a town or a rural setting; if you have thriving children and youth ministry,
or few or no children, this event will be of relevance. This will benefit all who are interested and concerned
about developing their church’s children, young people and family ministry. Attending with others in your
congregation will encourage follow-up action after the event.
28 March 10am until 4pm
Ayr St. Andrew’s 39 Park Circus Ayr
Booking: Book a free place at the event in your area via our Eventbrite page. Tea and coffee will be provided,
but we ask that you bring your own lunch.
Run by: These events will be facilitated by the Children’s Development Worker of the Church of Scotland, in
collaboration with local specialists. For further information email: faithnurture@churchofscotland.org.uk

Weekly Calendar
Sundays:

10.45 a.m.

Morning Service,
Sunday School and Youth Group

Mondays:

Tuesdays:

Wednesdays:

Thursdays:

Fridays:

2.00 p.m.

Afternoon Club for bridge play & instruction, crafts, etc

7.30 p.m.

Country Dancing (social dancing class)

10.00 a.m.

Zumba Gold

7.00 p.m.

Men’s Club (fortnightly)

10.00 a.m.

Walking Group

11.30 a.m.

Community Cafe (2nd & 4th Wednesdays)

2.00 p.m.

The Guild (1st & 3rd Wednesdays)

6.30 p.m.

Beginners Ballroom

9.30 a.m.

Mother and Toddler Group

6.30 p.m.

Anchor Boys

6.30 p.m.

Boys’ Brigade (Junior Section and Anchor Boys)

8.00 p.m.

Boys’ Brigade (Senior Section)

Diary Dates at a Glance
Guild

Wednesday 5th Feb.

Community Café

Wednesday 13th Feb

Guild

Wednesday 19th Feb.

All Ayrshire Guilds Together BIG SING

Friday 21st Feb at Kilwinning Old (Abbey) Church 2.30pm

Community Café

Wednesday 26th Feb

Choral Concert

Sunday 19th April

Plant Sale

Saturday 16th May

