Remembering a year of Celebration

In the absence of material for a May Church magazine the opportunity has been taken to reflect on the Centenary
celebrations in St Cuthbert’s Church in 2008.
In the autumn of 2007, in advance of the 100th Anniversary of the opening of the building now known as St.
Cuthbert’s, a committee was invited to make preparations for a number of celebratory events.
A 2008 calendar was produced with assistance from Stuart McMahon
Extract from January 2008 Church magazine
CENTENARY YEAR
2008 has arrived and with it the opportunity to celebrate the anniversary of the building and opening of our
beautiful church.
A number of events are being planned to be held between now and the end of the year. It is hoped that all
members of the congregation and their families will make an effort to attend and participate in the lead up to the
anniversary of the opening on 3rd December. Those of you who purchased one of the church calendars (a few
still available), will be aware already of some of the dates and events but we will endeavour to keep everyone up
to date where possible via the magazine and weekly order of service. These occasions are mostly social involving
all age groups and it is the intention that any surplus funds will be used in the wider community as well as the
church. Where there are no restrictions on numbers it is hoped that members will bring friends along.
Our first event will be a visit by The Glasgow Caledonian Strathspey and Reel Society, otherwise known as The
Caledonian Fiddle Orchestra, on Saturday 15th March at 7.30pm in the church. Tickets priced £5 and £3 (including
a glass of wine or soft drink at the interval) are available now from committee members.
On the evening of 24th May a Ceilidh is being held in the Civic Centre in Ardrossan with music provided by Billy
Gray’s Band.
Not part of our organised centenary programme, though we are happy to include it in our “What’s On” list, is an
Evening Cruise from Ardrossan on the Waverley on 18th June. This is at present being arranged by Stuart
McMahon for the churches in the Three Towns and more details will be provided as they become available.
For our visit to the “Tattoo” we have been allocated tickets for Friday 8th August (1 ticket available)
An Exhibition/ Flower Festival with some floral arrangements interspersed with displays of items depicting the
history of the church is scheduled for the first weekend in September. If anyone has anything with a connection
to this church for any of the decades over the last 100 years that they would be willing to lend for such a project,
please let us know. Perhaps you have a christening robe or wedding dress, or even a photograph of the big day or
church event. Sponsorship towards the cost of the flowers for the displays will be appreciated and we would be
delighted to hear from anyone who would care to contribute to help to further beautify the building on that
occasion.
The Annual Concert will be on Sunday 2nd November, and already Joan Gordon has a draft programme for the
choir and a wish list of guest soloists whose response is awaited.
There will most likely be a number of special services around the anniversary date, but it is intended to have a
specific service on the evening of the 3rd December.

The Moderator of the Church of Scotland has accepted an invitation to visit St. Cuthbert’s and will be with us on
Sunday 14th December, bringing us almost to the end of a very important year in the history of this church and
congregation.
Please try to involve yourself in as many occasions as you can in this celebration of these 100 years and by so
doing ensure the continuation of the fellowship and worship in St. Cuthbert’s Church, Saltcoats for the next
century.
William Parker - Convenor
Committee - Lynn Fraser, Hunter Grove, Gillian Morrison, Brian Oxburgh, Rosemary Smith and Graeme
Sutherland.
Over the course of the year additional assistance was provided by Angela Beattie, Stuart McMahon, Joan Gordon
and Willie Mitchell and a multitude of volunteers from within the congregation.

Fiddle Orchestra

A sizeable attendance enjoyed the performance by the members of the Caledonian Fiddle Orchestra.
They were joined by guest soloist Gordon Christie who entertained the company from his repertoire of Scottish
songs.

Ceilidh
Over 150 people of all ages attended this event in the Civic Centre Ardrossan. In addition to the music and
audience participated dancing the company was treated to a demonstration by the Country Dancing Display Team
led by Mr. Olufsen. Catering was under the direction of Angela Beattie and Ray Montgomerie took care of the
liquid refreshments stall!
No pictures of this event have been located but if anyone has some please contact William or Bea to add to this.

Waverley Trip
For the first time in 20 years the Paddle Steamer Waverley sailed out of Ardrossan. Many of our congregation and
friends joined members of other local churches to fill the PS Waverley for an evening sail. Weather was cool but
fair for this pretty unique trip.

Edinburgh Military Tattoo
In November 2007 over 50 people quickly snapped up the August 2008 Tattoo tickets which had to be booked very
far in advance. A full coach thoroughly enjoyed the spectacular displays by hundreds of International performers
with an illuminated Edinburgh Castle as a backdrop.

Exhibition/Flower Festival
All of the church organisations prepared a display on behalf of their group. Interspersed with these were floral
displays as well as items of interest with connections to the church and various periods in history. The event was
well attended with visitors from the wider community as well as a number returning to the church with which they
had had a connection in the past. As the exhibition was over a weekend the Sunday morning service was held with
the congregation in some instances slightly displaced from their usual seating because of the positioning of the
various displays.

Charity Concert
The “cast list” for this Concert was compiled by Joan Gordon. As well as being organist and choir mistress for
almost 30 years Joan had worked with the local Rotary Club to produce an annual concert to raise money for their
chosen charity. For this celebratory charity event Christine Cairns, Gordon Christie, Mairead McFadzean and Chris
Lennox readily accepted the invitation to return and perform with their former tutor. As usual the St. Cuthbert’s
choir was augmented with the inclusion of over 30 singers from churches and music groups from Largs to
Kilmarnock. They all welcomed the opportunity to return again to work with Joan Gordon and her daughter Suzy
Hands to participate in this concert and share their passion for singing. The programme also included several group
and solo performances from a number of Joan’s pupils past and present. As can be seen from the photographs there
was a capacity audience with £3000 being raised. Cheques were presented at the Celebratory Service on 14th
December to the representatives of Alzheimer Scotland for their Harbour Centre at Ardrossan and the children’s
cancer charity CLIC Sargent.

Joan, the maestro, in full flow!

Christine Cairns and Gordon Christie

Kris Lennox

The Finale

Aimee Taylor

Centenary Evening Service
Around 70 people attended a very special and unique service held on the evening of 3rd December, 100 years after
the official opening of the church. The Order of Service was the same as that used a century ago. The hymns were
very much of the period and the same passages from scripture were read from the bible that had belonged to the
Rev. D. D. Rees who was the minister at the time.

Final Centenary Service and Congregational Lunch
The Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland, Rev. David Lunan, accepted the invitation to
join us on Sunday 14th December to bring a year of celebration to a close. Lt. Cdr. Charles Addis addressed the
congregation as a representative of his great grandmother Mrs. McIsaac who was a substantial benefactor during
the long road to the opening of the building and who, on the day, with her 4 year old grandson, unveiled the triple
window dedicated to the memory of her late husband and son. Over 170 members and guests plus Sunday School
children attended this wonderful service. Many of those present filled the adjoining hall later to enjoy a sell-out
buffet lunch and share the birthday cake which was cut by Mrs. McMaster, the oldest congregation member
present. Several people sent cards or emails expressing their positive comments about the day.
Left to right
Linda & Brian Oxburgh
Maggie & David Lunan
Jeannie & Charles Addis
Muriel & William Parker

Mrs. McMaster cuts the cake

Charity Cheque presentation. Rt. Rev. David Lunan, Susan Maxwell, Rosemary Smith, William Parker, Joan
Gordon, Billy Herd & Rev. Brian.Oxburgh
Over the previous 18 months efforts had been made to trace descendants of those who had been involved at the
opening of the church and the families of the successive ministers.
During the 100 year history of the church five ministers had looked after the congregation.
Rev. D. D. Rees, Rev. Dr. A. Smart, Rev. Dr. E.G. Balls, Rev. J. Johnston and Rev. B. Oxburgh.
The first receiving copious coverage in the local press on arrival in contrast to the briefest acknowledgement more
recently.
In July 2008 research eventually found that the only child of Rev. D.D. Rees, the first minister, had married a
Professor Clyde and had died in Brighton. The death certificate provided the name of her oldest son who had
registered his mother’s death. Typing that name into Google revealed that someone with the same combination was
chairman of the Wentworth Residents Association. A letter was dispatched and 6 weeks later a communication was
received from his son James Clyde. He indicated that his father had recently passed away and among his effects he
found his grandfather, Rev. D. D, Rees’s bible which he offered to send for display at the exhibition and for use at
the Centenary service. James Clyde was unable to accept the invitation to come to the service as he would be
performing as a member of the Royal Shakespeare Company that evening. However, he asked if he could visit
when the Company came to Glasgow on tour. On the train journey north he told a fellow actor of his plan to visit
the church where his grandfather had been minister. Further discussion revealed that an ancestor of this friend had
been the donor of the model frigate mounted in the same church. What were the chances of such a connection?
Both gentlemen travelled down from Glasgow to St. Cuthbert’s to re-establish their family connection.

Although James Clyde, the grandson of the first minister Rev. Rees, had managed to visit the church earlier in the
year, and lent his grandfather’s bible for the service on 3rd December, work commitments prevented him from
being the Rees family representative at the service.
However, there was still a considerable guest list.
Lt. Cdr. Charles Addis & Mrs. Addis, Suffolk

Mrs McIsaac’s Gr. grandson

Mr. Robertson-McIsaac & son, Shropshire

son of 4 year old who unveiled window

Mr. & Mrs. Thompson, Dublin

daughter of Rev. Dr. Smart

Mrs. K Aspinwall

daughter of Rev. Dr. Balls

Mr. & Mrs. Turnbull, Biggar

daughter of Rev. Johnston

Rev. & Mrs. Oxburgh

current minister

Rt. Rev. & Mrs Lunan

Church of Scotland Moderator

Mr. A Hunter, Reading & Mrs. G Squires, Glasgow

Gr.gr.gr.grandson of frigate donor

Mr.& Mrs. R. Lavalette

Moderator of Ardrossan Presbytery

Mrs. S Maxwell

Alzheimer Scotland

Mr. Billy Herd

CLIC Sargent

We were also pleased to have with us in the congregation
Dr Smart’s grandson, wife and 2 children from Essex
Dr.Smart’s grand daughter, husband and 2 children from Larbert
Dr. Balls’ grandson and grand daughter from Glasgow
Mrs. Atkins from Glasgow whose mother had been present at the laying of the Memorial Stone
A truly memorable year in the history of our beautiful place of worship.

At the time of the Centenary I researched and compiled a book, “Reflections on a Century, St. Cuthbert’s Church
Saltcoats”. There are no more copies for sale but there will be some within the congregation that could perhaps be
borrowed by anyone who is interested.
William Parker

Magazine Editor

