Saltcoats St Cuthbert’s
Church Magazine

December 2020
Website: www.saltcoats-stcuthberts.org.uk
Email: webmaster@saltcoats-stcuthberts.org.uk
Scottish Charity Number: SC002905

Christmas greetings from the manse
Our message to you this year is a symbol rather than many words!

God’s heart of love, giving us His Son,
Born in an animal shelter, lit by a star.
Minister’s Letter
Dear friends,
We all know that this Christmas will be different from previous ones, but in no way does this mean that
Christmas is “cancelled” as some media comments have occasionally seemed to suggest. Even without the
restrictions designed to limit the spread of Covid-19, this Christmas was going to be different for some of us,
and we should remember that every year some people find that their Christmas is different from previous years.
The scale is different this year, of course, affecting the whole world, but every year there are people who
“celebrate” Christmas after having lost loved ones, or while living through traumatic events caused by natural
disasters or man-made violence and war.
While it is our hope and longing that we will be able to see at least some of our loved ones over the Christmas
period, maybe the uncertainty this year will help us think of those who in any year know that they won’t see
their loved ones because they are away serving in the Armed Forces or in the Merchant Navy, or are distancing
themselves from their own families in order to care for poor and vulnerable people across the world, suffering
from disease, poverty, homelessness and statelessness.
In our prayers over the Christmas period, let us remember the families who have loved ones serving abroad,
and the families displaced by war, terrorism and natural disaster. These prayers for others reflect our
understanding that Christmas for Christians is never just about having a good time with a small circle of family
and friends, around a table laden with food, opening presents from under the decorated tree. We value these
aspects of Christmas, but we also desire to share our blessings with those in greater need at home and abroad.
Whatever restrictions are upon us as we journey towards Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, we WILL
celebrate the coming of God into our lives in the birth of Jesus Christ. We WILL light our Advent candles, we
WILL display our Nativity Scenes, we WILL read the familiar passages of the shepherds and wise men gathering
around the manger, we WILL hear the music of much-loved carols, we WILL decorate our trees, we WILL bring
presents to share with strangers.

As Christians, we send out the message that our Christmas celebrations continue, despite a pandemic, since our
celebrations are founded on the reality of a seemingly unimportant, temporarily displaced family living under
foreign rule, celebrating the birth of a child! They discovered and we celebrate that His birth was the fulfilment
of Isaiah’s prophecy, “For to us a child is born, to us a son is given … and he will be called Wonderful
Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.” (Isaiah 9 v 6)
My prayer is that we find renewed blessing in God’s hope and love as we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ this
Christmas!
With prayerful good wishes,
Sarah Nicol.

Christmas Services
Due to the guidelines for thorough church cleaning during the pandemic, the Kirk Session has agreed the
following services around Christmas:
Sunday 20th December at 10.45am Family Service for the Fourth Sunday of Advent
Thursday 24th December at 6pm Family Service for Christmas Eve with offering going to the Children’s Hospice
Association Scotland
Please note there will be no Watchnight service and no service in the church building on Sunday 27 th December.
However, Sarah will provide prayers and readings for that Sunday through the church website. www.saltcoatsstcuthberts.org.uk
The Gift Service has had to take place earlier than usual (29 th November) to enable gifts to go into ‘quarantine’
before distribution!
Sunday services will resume from 3rd January 2021.

Congregational Register
Deaths

“In my Father’s house are many mansions...”

Nov. Mr. Peter Milne, Caledonia Nursing Home.

Congratulations
A surprise presentation of flowers and CDs by her favourite pop singer Cliff
Richard was made to Sarah recently.
The special anniversary of 35 years since first being ordained as a minister
coincided with 20 years since she graduated with the degree of Master of
Theology.
.

Our warmest good wishes.

Blytheswood Shoe Box Appeal
57 Christmas gift shoe boxes and 2 large bags of miscellaneous
items were gathered in church ready for collection.
Despite the difficulties that they face every day, through poverty,
illness, disability, or other disadvantages, receiving a shoebox
brings such joy to children and adults in Eastern Europe. Moldovia
is their 2020 destination.
Thank you to all who filled boxes or gave gifts or monetary
donations.
Ann Turner

My Holiday Plans 2020

A Look Back in Time
When our church was built and opened in 1908 it was known as Ardrossan Parish Church. Almost 700 years
ago the first known church to bear that name stood adjacent to Ardrossan Castle.
In 1695 the building was badly damaged in a storm and was replaced on a site on Stanley Road, Ardrossan. In
1744, as the congregation by then was mostly resident in the more prosperous Saltcoats area the “Stanley”
Church was dismantled and rebuilt at Kirkgate.
Just 30 years later it too was badly damaged in another storm. The minister reported “that the church of
Ardrossan has been so much shaken by the storm upon the 20th of last month that the parishioners ever since have
assembled in it in terror.” The church was rebuilt on the same site in 1773 on a grander scale seating some 840
people. The building, now the North Ayrshire Heritage Centre, was replaced with our current place of worship
in 1908 after many years of disrepair and a legal battle.
Following the 1929 Union of the Churches it was renamed St. Cuthbert’s.

.

The Ardrossan Castle Heritage Society, looking for links to the original church, recently asked if the bell that
used to be in our tower could have been housed previously in any of the former buildings. It was thought
possible that every time the church was dismantled and relocated the bell moved too. However records show
our bell was donated and dedicated in 1911 and further research suggests that the previous and as yet
unlocated caller to worship was likely to have been made locally around 1804 and so not linked to the first
church building.

However, their approach to St. Cuthbert’s in search of artifacts with any possible connection to the original or
subsequent churches did bear some fruit. Following demolition of the old Parish Church at Kirkhall, Ardrossan
[circa 1744] the Baptismal bowl was lost, but is believed to have been dug up later from the ground nearby. 160
years later the niece of Laird Weir of Kirkhall presented the bowl to the church where it is used to this day.
Whether the bowl had been buried during that interval or whether it had been in safe keeping and was
rediscovered we may never know. More research needed when Coronavirus permits!
Added to the bowl was a new silver rim and the following inscription: - “Baptismal Bowl, used at Ardrossan Parish
Church, Stanley, near Kirkhall. Long lost and restored by Miss Meikle, niece of Laird Weir of Kirkhall. May 23rd 1903”

Collection Plates & Communion Jug
from Ardrossan Parish Church
which we had on display and on loan
from North Ayrshire Heritage Centre
at our 2008 Centenary Exhibition

From the Treasurer
This has been a difficult year for us all and I earnestly hope and pray that an end is in sight. As stated last month,
it has been very difficult to predict where our finances will be by the end of the year. Best estimates suggest that
there will be a deficit of between £4000 and £6000 for 2020.
We are all grateful for all those who have continued to keep their offerings up to date using all the methods
previously mentioned. Unfortunately it is expected that offerings could fall by as much as £5000 in 2020.
Even when the Church was closed some expenditure did not, including Ministry and Mission, Council Tax,
Insurance and although we were not using any heating, the gas standing charge was over £130 monthly.
With regards to the Budget for 2021, there will be a reduction of roughly £7000 in our Ministry and Mission
Contributions for next year and with this it is hoped that we will be able to at least break even in 2021.
Everything however is dependent on when some sense of normality returns, as nearly 12% of our income comes
from our other activities.
Looking ahead, it is highly possible that events such as the plant sale will be on the same basis as it was this year
but we can but hope.
As there will be no service on 27 December could members ensure that weekly collection envelopes for 2020
are received by 20 December. Freewill envelopes received at the Christmas Eve Service will also be included.
The Christmas Eve collection will be for the Children’s Hospice Association. Donations to this can be made
through December in envelopes marked CHAS.
Freewill envelopes will available for collection from the beginning of December. Uncollected envelopes will be
delivered by the end of the year.
FREEWILL ENVELOPES WILL NOT BE PREPARED FOR MEMBERS WHO ARE CURRENTLY CONTRIBUTING IN
OTHER WAYS BUT IF YOU STILL WISH THEM PLEASE LET ME KNOW.

I would like to take this opportunity of wishing everyone a Happy Christmas and trust and hope that 2021 will
be more promising.
Ann Turner
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With sincere thanks to all who “volunteer”. IF DATE PROVES UNSUITABLE PLEASE
ARRANGE A SWAP FROM THIS LIST AND PLEASE LET ME KNOW.
If you wish to join the Readers’ List ( as several have dropped out for very valid reasons) please let me know.
Qualifications: ability to read; ability to fiddle with the mic; good voice projection.

Marion Howie “persuaded“ me to read the part of the Virgin Mary at Auchenharvie Academy until I was 61
years old. I suggested that perhaps I was a bit aged for the role but she told me I was het as I could read.
Elsa Kirk

Choir
I know that we all miss the opportunity to sing in church. This is particularly difficult at this time of year when
we are deprived of the chance to sing many of our favourite Christmas hymns and carols. Although it is
impractical for our choir to participate in Sunday worship Covid guidelines permit a socially distanced solo
singer. For each of the four Sundays until Christmas a “volunteer” from the choir has stepped forward and will
sing one of their seasonal favourites
Rosemary Smith

Magazine
As usual the next Church magazine will be the February issue. It looks likely the enforced shutdown of all
organisations and activities will continue well into 2021. As this rather limits the material for inclusion in future
publications any items for consideration should be sent to me or the website by the third week in the month.
Editor

ST CUTHBERT'S CHURCH DUTY ROTA
Stewards are asked to arrive at the church for 10 am to go over new protocols and receive their assigned duties. The
Team Leader only will enter the building by the door near the vestry, and will then proceed to open the main doors
for the other stewards. To assist with continuity, at least one of the stewards each week are drawn from the Planning
Team.
The first named Elder is responsible for opening and locking the building each week.
Those who are named to help with the counting of the offering are only required at the end of the service. This is
now being done in the office – two people at one table and Ann at the desk.
6 DECEMBER

DATA COLLECTION – Bea Nicholson

Stewards- Simon Hales, Graeme Sutherland, Gillian Morrison, Shona Turner
COUNTING TEAM – Ann Turner, Nan Smith, Robert Hunter
13 DECEMBER

.

DATA COLLECTION – Bea Nicholson

Stewards – Roy & Margaret Kelso, Ena Grove, Raymond Montgomerie
COUNTING TEAM – Ann Turner, Maureen Crilley, Elsa Kirk
20 DECEMBER

DATA COLLECTION – Bea Nicholson

Stewards – William Parker, Eileen Ramsay, Alan & Judy Fullerton
COUNTING TEAM – Ann Turner, Chris Knight, Willie Gibson
24 DECEMBER

DATA COLLECTION – Bea Nicholson

Stewards – Simon Hales, Roy Kelso, Maureen Crilley, Raymond Montgomerie
COUNTING TEAM – Elsa Kirk, Shona Turner

Cleaning Rota
If you feel unwell or the date is unsuitable please arrange a replacement. Wed 10am Anyone willing to join the
rota should call Angela 829612
2nd December

Shona

Muriel

9th December

Ann T

Margaret K

16th December

Elsa

Eileen R

23rd December

Nan

Ann R

Thank you to Angela and the “Cleaning” volunteers. This is a very responsible and important job. Without their
commitment and support our church could not open even in this very limited form. The whole congregation is
indebted to them.

Message from the Moderator of Ardrossan Presbytery
Dear Friends
How will Christmas be for us all this year?
As I sit quietly thinking about Christmas my mind goes back a year to when I wrote my Christmas letter for
2019. I had been Moderator for only a few months and so looking forward to my year in office. I, like so many
families, was looking forward to Advent and the Watch Night Service celebrating the birth of Jesus, closing with
the singing of that great Christmas Hymn 306 “O come all ye faithful” and the first line of the last verse,
“Yea Lord we greet thee”.
How all our lives changed in March when the Coronavirus hit. Little did any of us know what the rest of 2020
would be like. Some were affected by the virus and some with other illnesses. It is only when we look back we
realise how much we are thankful for the NHS and all the wonderful staff for their dedicated service during
these difficult times. We must also remember the care home workers caring for the elderly. We are indebted to
them all.
During my year as Moderator I should have visited five congregations. I only managed to visit three before
lockdown. For various reasons the Presbytery took the decision and asked me to remain Moderator for a
second year. This I accepted. Our lives have all changed, church services just restarting again with restrictions
on numbers and no singing of Hymns.
In these present circumstances how do we prepare for Christmas? Will we be able to have family and friends for
Christmas dinner? How much food do we require? It is hard to prepare but as we try we must never forget
what the true story of Christmas is all about, the birth of Jesus in that stable in Bethlehem. Were Mary and
Joseph really prepared for the birth? Mary gave birth in a stable as there were no rooms in the Inn. Jesus the
Messiah was born and look at the joy he gives the world.
It will be strange this year during advent that we will be unable to sing Carols. However, we must always
remember the real Christmas story, the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem. Let us never forget this the greatest story
ever told.
May God’s Blessings be with you all. I hope and pray that you and your families will find joy this Christmas time
and that 2021 will bring a vaccine to eradicate Covid-19.
Stay safe and keep well.

Allan Richardson

Data Protection
Saltcoats St Cuthbert’s recognises the importance of your privacy and personal information. Your email address,
name and any other information you provide such as address and phone number are held in strict confidence.
We only keep your information so that we can stay connected with you. We do not sell or share your
information with anyone outside of the Church of Scotland. If your personally identifiable information changes,
or if you no longer wish to keep in contact, you may correct, update or deactivate it by letting your elder know
or emailing us at webmaster@saltcoats-stcuthberts.org.uk. We will respond to your request as quickly as
possible and certainly within 30 days. We will retain your information only if you remain interested in our
church and at your request will delete your details from our records.
Mrs Bea Nicholson for Saltcoats St Cuthbert's Church of Scotland
The General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) took effect in the UK on 25 May 2018

Thank You
A letter was received after the sum of £285 was collected in lieu of harvest gifts and sent to the North Ayrshire
Foodbank.
Hello Ann,
What a wonderful surprise opening the letter from St. Cuthbert’s,
Saltcoats. An unexpected blessing we will ensure is used for the
provision of emergency food for those in need across North Ayrshire.
.

If it is okay with the congregation I will put this money aside to go
towards the cost of the special Christmas Hampers we issue each year.
Last year our corporate sponsor funded 250 hampers. However, we
were oversubscribed by 50 requests. As COVID takes its toll we
anticipate the level of requests will rise this year.
The generosity of you and your fellow congregation has arrived at a
good time as we start to make those preparations.
Warm regards. Stay safe and well.
.

Craig Crosthwaite: Coordinator

Life and Work
A reminder to all subscribers that payment is due to our treasurer Ann Turner by the end of December.
Evelyn Slater

Humour and Faith
The former Moderator of the Church of Scotland General Assembly, the Right Reverend James Simpson has
written several books where humour and faith go hand in hand. One of these books is entitled, “All about
Christmas”. He shares with his readers humorous examples of things going ‘wrong’ in Nativity Plays, as well as
cartoons and jokes, alongside more thought-provoking passages about Christmas traditions and excesses.
One section tells of working with members of a youth group debating whether Christmas should be abolished.
How relevant those paragraphs are this year when the media have been asking whether Christmas is going to be
“cancelled” because of the pandemic restrictions!
The conclusion of the youth group was that they would rather reform Christmas than abolish it.
There are plenty of negatives around the commercialisation of Christmas, but there are also many things we
enjoy such as singing Christmas carols, watching our children and grandchildren in nativity plays and opening
their presents under the tree on Christmas Day, seeing family members and friends who have travelled a
distance to visit us.
The section concludes with these words, “But there are deeper reasons why I value Christmas. At Christmas
we celebrate a birth that changed the world. We celebrate a life that was lived, a life that transformed people’s
thinking about God, greatness, power and death, a life that deepened immeasurably the meaning of love, that
gave qualities such as mercy, compassion, humility and forgiveness, a new place in the esteem of men and
women. Many who encountered Jesus became better and kinder people ….
That first Christmas, a new and powerful force for good entered the world.
Jesus of Nazareth lit a great candle of hope in the midst of history.”
“All about Christmas” c. James A. Simpson 1994

Sunday School
We hope you are all well and our thoughts are with you, although we cannot meet.
The Kirk Session is keeping in touch with the Sunday School and Youth Group. At the Service on the 29th
November children will be given a Real Advent Calendar for the Festive Season and at the Family Service on
20th December a small Christmas Decoration. If you plan to attend on these dates please book your place by
phoning the church mobile.
Although Christmas will be different for all of us this year we can still celebrate in our own way. The Social
Work Department has confirmed they are still accepting gifts this year. The Church has been collecting them
until 29th November and they will be passed on after a few days’ isolation.
We wish everyone in the congregation a Happy Christmas and hope we can all return to our normal Church
Services at some point next year.
Sunday School Teachers

Some Humour for Covid
“My wife asked, ‘Is it just me, or is the cat putting on weight?’
answer.”

Apparently ‘It’s just you’ was the wrong

Friends are the fruit cake of life – some nutty, some soaked in alcohol some sweet but mix them together and
they’re my friends.
6 feet apart today is better than 6 feet under tomorrow.
When my grandson asked me how old I was, I teasingly replied, "I'm not sure." "Look in your underwear,
Grandpa," he advised "Mine says I'm 4 to 6." (WOW! I really like this one -- it says I'm only '38'!)
Young man was stacking supermarket shelves with soap powder when a girl he’d dated passed and hissed, “You
told me you were in the Red Arrows!” No I didn’t, was his reply. I said I was in the aerial display team.

Afternoon Club
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
from all the members
Although we have been unable to meet during this difficult time the bridge players have continued to play
online and the crafters have been working on various projects. Below is picture of a choir in Chintheche in
North Malawi on a card received along with a letter of appreciation for blankets sent out there.

“Thank you to the nimble fingered ladies – knitters, stitchers and
crocheters…… so delighted with what you sent……you are God’s
angels, bringing with your gifts the message of God’s love in these sad
times.”
Sheila Hannah, Kingcase Malawi Committee

The completed Christmas Card order has been placed and delivered. I would like to thank everyone for
contributing to the final sales total of £401.15.
When I offered to take on this task, I did not think this year would be so abnormal. I am most grateful for all the
support I have had from everyone.
Margaret Kelso

In view of the current limit of 50 people being
allowed in church on any Sunday members should
register their intention to attend by telephoning
St Cuthbert’s booking mobile by Saturday evening

07538209161
This is particularly important during December
when there could be more requests for places

O Come Let Us Adore Him

