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Minister’s Letter                                           

Dear friends,                                                                                               
 

Many of us probably said ‘farewell’ to 2020 with great relief, especially as news of the 
approval of the first vaccines was broadcast. People spoke about this as “light at the end of 
the tunnel,” but maybe the tunnel is a little bit longer than we had hoped it to be. While we 
feel we are still in this “tunnel” I would like to share with you a short quotation from a 
recent “Thought for the Day” on BBC Radio Scotland. The speaker was Rev. Owain Jones 
from the United Church of Bute. The words that ‘jumped out at me’ and encouraged me to 
‘keep going’ were about our faith being not so much about “light at the end of the tunnel,” 
but about “light shining in the darkness of the tunnel.”  
.  

I could not find a link on the BBC Radio Scotland website to previous recordings, but Owain 
has sent me the full text, if anyone would like to have a copy.  However, by only reading the 
text, you miss out on his lovely Welsh accent and cheery voice!  Some of you may already 
listen in to Radio Scotland on weekdays around 7.25am, but if you haven’t yet caught 
‘Thought for the day’, why not give it a try?  
 

We all know the Gospel message of Jesus Christ being the Light of God shining in the 
darkness, the Light which even the greatest darkness cannot overcome or extinguish, but 
when times are tough or we feel we are struggling in the dark, it is good to remind 
ourselves and others of the wonderful image of God’s Light in Christ shining in the 
darkness.  
 . 

From John chapter 1, “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
the Word was God.  He was in the beginning with God; all things were made through Him, 
and without Him was not anything made that was made.  In Him was Life, and the Life was 
the Light of men.  The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”    
  

From John chapter 8, Jesus said, “I am the Light of the world. Whoever follows Me will 
never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 
Great words to inspire us as we journey through any and every form of ‘darkness’! 
 
We also know that Jesus Christ called His followers to be the light of the world, like a lamp 
enabling all in a household to see and respond safely to their surroundings, or like a town 
set on a hill, guiding those around to the light which cannot be hidden. 
  . 

From Matthew chapter 5, “You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be 
hidden.  Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl.  Instead they put it on its 
stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house.  In the same way, let your light shine 
before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.”   
 

As we continue to journey through the tunnel of the pandemic and its restrictions on our 
coming together for worship and social interaction, let us find encouragement that however 
long the tunnel of darkness might be, God in Christ assures us of His continuing guiding and 
comforting Light, and urges us in our own daily living to share the light of His love and 
comfort with those around us.  
  

With prayerful good wishes for you and your families,  Sarah. 
  



Continuing Restrictions on Gathering for Worship 

 

At the moment, there is still uncertainty when church buildings will be allowed to reopen 
for congregational worship.  However, we continue to share a short act of worship weekly 
on our website and Facebook page - with music, prayer, Scripture reading and reflection 
offered to those interested.  There is also the opportunity to dial a landline number to listen 
in to this act of worship if you do not have access to the internet.  
  

01294 654 494 for the phone service – charged at local rate or listen to it when 
you have free calls on your phone plan. 
 

As we were not able to celebrate Communion in the church building on the first Sunday of 
February, like other churches, we are offering for the first time the opportunity to share in a 
‘virtual’ communion.  The 7th February is the broadcast date but it will still be accessible on 
our website if you miss it on the day.  If you do not feel comfortable thinking of this as a 
‘communion celebration’ please think of it as a ‘fellowship meal’ remembering the Last 
Supper of our Lord.  You are invited to have your own bread and grape juice / wine in your 
homes as you listen and watch the recording from the manse.   

Congregational Register 

. 
 

    Deaths “In my Father’s house are many mansions...” 
. 

    Dec. 20   Mrs. I. Hogarth, Argyle Road, Saltcoats 

                   Mr. R. Maxwell, Mariner’s View, Ardrossan 

     Jan. 21    Mr. W. Smith, High Road, Saltcoats 

Another look back in time 

The next few pages give some illustration and information on the history of the contents of 
the small display cabinet in the front vestibule of the church. 

The large bible is described as the first pulpit bible used in 1744 in the Ardrossan Parish 
Church now known as the North Ayrshire Heritage Centre. If correct this item is over 275 
years old.  

In 1908 our church was opened to replace that building and was renamed St. Cuthbert’s 
Church in 1929. The name arose because the minister at the time, Rev. D. D. Rees had 
been an assistant at St. Cuthbert’s in Edinburgh and liked the name. St Cuthbert had in fact 
no historical links with the parish. It has to be assumed that having Ardrossan in the title 
was rather confusing for a place of worship sited in Saltcoats. 

As well as the key which was presented at the opening of the church there is another old 
bible referred to as the Breeches Bible. This edition of the bible was first published in 1560 
and was replaced by King James I around 50 years later. This suggests that this copy could 
be over 400 years old.        



Most churches are notoriously cold places at the best of times and while there is even less 
heating than normal during the lockdown there is some concern about the environment in 
which these items of historical importance are being kept.  

The Heritage Centre has been consulted and they are willing to visit and offer advice and 
practical assistance once circumstances permit.  

 
  



OPENING KEY and BREECHES BIBLE 

In the display case in the church vestibule is the key presented to Mrs. Elizabeth McIsaac 
when she performed the Opening Ceremony of the church. 

It was gifted back to the church by her daughter-in-law Mrs. Clementine Robertson-McIsaac. 

Mrs. Elizabeth McIsaac had more, perhaps than anyone else to do with the erection of our 
beautiful building and with providing the organ and the bell, and other things needed for its 
completion.  

Her husband Mr. James McIsaac, Parkend House served as Provost from July 1886 until 
November 1895. He was a courteous, dignified gentleman and on sunny days would be seen 
in silk hat and frock-coat on his way to attend the local court. McIsaac and Parkend Roads are 
named in his memory. 

At the opening of the church on 3rd December 1908 Mrs. 
McIsaac, accompanied by her four-year-old grandson, 
unveiled the Triple-light window in the chancel. 

 It was presented by her in memory of  her husband and 
their son William  who had died of tuberculosis aged 19.  

Mrs. McIsaac was a gentle refined lady and, after her 
husband’s death in 1898, she always wore widow’s “weeds.”      

 One would have met this graceful figure nursing her 
umbrella under her   right arm, her left hand, when the 
weather was windy, grasping the veil.  

 

Information from Ardrossan & Saltcoats Herald Archives  

 

 

From Ardrossan & Saltcoats Herald  1916 

A kindly and beneficent personality has been taken from our midst by the death on Sunday 
last of Mrs. McIsaac, Parkend, Saltcoats. Mrs. McIsaac, who was in her 83rd year, was known 
throughout the whole of her residence in the town for her good deeds. Her nature was of 
an ultra-generous kind, and she took the deepest practical interest in all the charitable 
institutions of the district. Indeed, all movements for the good of the community had her 
warm support, and this support was not infrequently translated into tangible form.   

Her private benefactions, too, were unstinted, the poor and the needy finding in her a very 
sympathetic friend. Mrs. McIsaac was closely identified with church life and activities, and 
while her interests embraced the Church as a whole, she associated herself particularly with 
Ardrossan Parish Church, Saltcoats.  

She lent substantial support to the scheme for the erection of the new edifice, and the 
building contains many evidences of her large-heartedness and her love for the church.  



By all, Mrs McIsaac was held in the highest esteem, and the deepest regret will be felt 
throughout the community at her passing away. She was the widow of Mr. James McIsaac, 
who was a member of the first Saltcoats Town Council, and the second Provost of the Burgh, 
holding the latter office from 1886 to 1895.  

She is survived by a son, Mr. James McIsaac, and two daughters, Mrs. Dobbie wife of Dr. 
Dobbie, and Lady Addis, wife of Sir Charles Addis; and to them, as well as to the other 
relatives, unfeigned sympathy will be extended. 

FUNERAL SERVICE 

The funeral service took place yesterday afternoon, and on the way to the cemetery the coffin 
was conveyed into the Parish Church, where a special funeral service was held.  

Rev. D. D. Rees, who presided, speaking from Proverbs x.,7, “The memory  

of the just is blessed,” said, in the course of his address, that it was with 

 unaffected sorrow that he stood in that pulpit to pay his tribute to the memory of one who 
had for so long held such a warm place in the affection of the whole community. 

There was no better-known figure in the town and parish than Mrs. McIsaac. She won the 
respect of all classes, and she would be missed by all classes. She was the soul of hospitality 
in her own home, and most generous in helping the needy about her own door. Her loss was 
irreparable, both to the town and the church in this place. It was most fitting that her body 
should be brought to that sanctuary she had loved so dearly, and with the building and 
equipment of which she had so much to do. Her memory was indeed most fragrant, and 
would continue.  

The late Mrs. McIsaac had a rare affectionate nature, not only for the members of her own 
family, but for all with whom her varied interests brought her into touch.  She was invariably 
kind and gentle and courteous to all whom she met. No one ever heard her give expression 
to a harsh or unkind opinion about others. She was fearlessly outspoken, and did not hesitate 
to say what she thought, but the absence of the venom of unkindly criticism was most marked; 
and with kindness of heart there was generosity of deed.  

She was a most liberal supporter of all the charitable societies in the town. She was a cheerful 
giver, if ever there was one. Her generosity was of a type, rarely met with in these days, that 
needed restraint. Another characteristic of the late Mrs. McIsaac was her wonderful 
contentment and optimism. 

It was his great privilege to see a great deal of her during the past nine years, but never once 
had he heard her complain or grumble. She was constantly praising God for His goodness to 
her, and that, more than anything else helped her to look always on the bright side of things. 
To her every cloud had its silver lining.  

Yet another thing that characterised her was her great love for and loyalty to the Church of 
Christ. All that concerned the Church of Christ was of interest to her. She was ever willing 
to assist all the churches, but she had a special place in her heart for their church.  



She had more, perhaps than anyone else to do with the erection of that beautiful edifice and 
with providing the organ and the bell, and other things needed for its completion. Her mind 
was full of further projects for the furnishing of the church, and only restraint brought to bear 
upon her, together with the exigencies of the present situation, prevented her from carrying 
them out.  

They mourned that day for one who made the Church of Christ one of the largest interests 
in her life, and her loss to the Church in this place was irreparable.  

They thanked God for every remembrance of the life laid down.  

The case also holds an edition of the “Breeches Bible” along with a large  bible understood to 
have been used in the Ardrossan Parish Church of 1744.  

The Geneva Bible is popularly known as the “Breeches Bible” because of the rendering of 
the word “aprons” by “breeches” in Genesis iii.7, where Adam and Eve sew fig leaves 
together and make themselves “breeches”.  

The Geneva Bible was the result of the labours of men who had fled to Calvinist Geneva, 
“the most perfect school of Christ”, according to John Knox, to escape persecution by the 
Catholic Queen Mary I. First published in 1560, its impact was profound. Its stylistic 
influence can clearly be seen in the Authorised Version, and it was an inspiration for many 
English lyric and dramatic poets, including Shakespeare. The inclusion of annotations 
allowing every reader to be his own Biblical scholar meant the work was regarded 
suspiciously by the establishment, and James I felt it was “savouring too much of dangerous 
and traitorous conceits”. Later it was the Bible carried by Cromwell’s soldiers, who took 
strength from the adversarial nature of the translation.  

As a result of a petition from the Puritan clergy at the beginning of his reign, 

King James I summoned a conference of churchmen and theologians at Hampton Court in 
January 1604, which resulted in a resolution ... 

“that a translation be made of the whole Bible as consonant as can be to the original Hebrew and 
Greek; and this to be set out and printed, without any marginal notes, and only to be used in all 
Churches of England in times of divine service.”  

The work of translation was divided between six committees based in Oxford, Cambridge 
and Westminster. After the various drafts had been revised the work was seen through the 
press by Dr. Miles Smith, who wrote the preface, and Bishop Thomas Bilson. The result was 
the Authorised Version of 1611, also known as the King James Bible, printed by Robert 
Barker (d. 1645) who had succeeded his father Christopher as the King’s Printer. It was a 
great success, supplanting the Geneva Bible within 50 years and remaining without a real 
rival for 350 years. It was revised in the 1880s and again between 1946 and 1952, but it was 
not until the 1960s that the contemporary English style of the New English Bible broke with 
the values of the Tyndale-King James tradition.            Source:   Kings College, London 

  



Parker’s Preserves 

As we anticipate the longer days of the approaching Spring and look forward to a new 
harvest of fruit and vegetables I thought it might be good to have a little reminder to 
continue your collection of jelly jars (1lb max.) Surely it wont be long before I can “clink” 
out of church on a Sunday morning with my carrier bag of empties!  Muriel 

Magazine 

It is appreciated that some members prefer to have the printed version of the monthly 
church magazine. However in order to minimise contact during the current restrictions this 
issue is being distributed by email to those whose email addresses are known. Anyone else 
who would be happy to receive their magazine by email or no longer wishes a copy should 
send a request to webmaster@saltcoats-stcuthberts.org.uk.  Editor 

Thank you 

The recent lockdown has caused us all to look at the way we do lots of things in our life and 
just because “ it’s aye been” doesn’t mean it is right or that there is not another way of 
doing it. 

Who would have envisaged 12 months ago that in the 21st century we would not be allowed 
to come to church on a Sunday and even if we could that we would have to book a seat? 
This has resulted in the creation if innovative ways of “doing church”. It has caused much of 
the ongoing work within the church to be carried out in different ways.  

Although the church and the associated organisations have been instructed to close, the 
church, like any home or business, still has bills to pay and decisions to take in order to be 
in the best position to move forward as soon as it is possible to do so. Modern technology 
assists the Kirk Session and Board to meet remotely to deal with church business and take 
necessary decisions. At a time like this we should recognise and appreciate the work done 
by our many volunteers, too many to name individually, but they know who they are, whose 
work enables the church to continue.  

Take a moment to stop, think and give thanks for those whose voluntary efforts in 
preparation and execution produce the things in church life and beyond that do not just 
happen.  

 Contributed 

  



Although the following is titled for the festive season the sentiments expressed are equally 
appropriate for any listed group of friends that we hold and consult from time to time.  

 A Christmas Poem 

by Helen Steiner Rice 

I have a list of folks I know, all written in a book 
And every year when Christmas comes, I go and take a look, 
And that is when I realize that these names are a part 
Not of the book they are written in, but really from my heart 
 
For each name stands for someone who has crossed my path sometime, 
And in the meeting they've become the rhythm in each rhyme 
And while it sounds fantastic for me to make this claim, 
I really feel that I'm composed of each remembered name 
 
And while you may not be aware of any special link 
Just meeting you has changed my life a lot more than you think 
For once I've met somebody, the years cannot erase 
The memory of a pleasant word or of a friendly face 
 
So never think my Christmas cards are just a mere routine 
Of names upon a Christmas list, forgotten in between, 
For when I send a Christmas card that is addressed to you, 
It is because you're on the list that I'm indebted to 
 
For I am but a total of the many folks I've met, 
And you happen to be one of those I prefer not to forget 
And whether I have known you for many years or few, 
In some ways you have a part in shaping things I do 
 
And every year when Christmas comes, I realize anew, 
The best gifts life can offer is meeting folks like you. 
And may the spirit of Christmas that forever endures 
Leave its richest blessings in the hearts of you and yours. 
 

 
  



Food for thought? 
There was a lady who had been diagnosed with a terminal illness and had been given three 
months to live. So, as she was getting her things in order, she contacted her minister and 
asked him to visit her to discuss certain aspects of her final wishes. 

She told him which hymns she wanted sung at the service, which scriptures she would like 
read and which outfit she would like to be buried in. She also requested that she be buried 
with her favourite Bible. Everything was in order and the minister was preparing to leave 
when she suddenly remembered something very important to her. 

‘There’s one more thing’ she said. ‘What’s that?’ asked the minister. 

‘This is very important’ she continued. ‘I want to be buried with a fork in my right hand’. 
The minister stood looking at her, not knowing quite what to say. 

‘That surprises you, doesn’t it?’ the lady asked. ‘Well, to be honest, I am puzzled by the 
request’ he said. 

The lady explained that in all the years that she had attended church socials and suppers she 
remembered that, as the main course was being cleared away, someone would inevitably 
lean over and say ‘keep your fork’. ‘I knew then that something better was coming, like 
chocolate cake or apple pie and cream. Something wonderful and with substance! 

‘So, I just want people to see me in my coffin with a fork in my hand, and I want them to ask 
‘why the fork?’ Then I want you to tell them ‘keep your fork, the best is yet to come’ 

From A Box of Delights,  J John and Mark Stibbe, Monarch Books 

 

  



FUNDRAISING      Two Online Opportunities 

During COVID more of us have been shopping online. Both of these sites offer a way for 
shoppers to generate a commission which is paid into the St Cuthbert’s Church bank 
account at no additional cost to you. 

Anyone with basic online knowledge can register and select their cause. Saltcoats St 
Cuthbert’s Church will appear as an option when typed into the cause box for you to 
select. Once the selection has been made there is no need to link every time to your choice 
and any funds generated by purchases come to the church until you decide otherwise.  

 

Not all companies participate but there are 4,300 retailers from which to choose. 
Commission rates vary from 0.1% to 4% of your spend but you must go onto the 
Easyfundraising site BEFORE placing the order for the transaction to qualify. A few holiday 
companies are listed as well as John Lewis, M&S, Argos, Currys, Ebay, Suttons and some 
wine companies too!  

A recent booking via the site with Booking.com for a group of friends to go away for a few 
days in September (free cancellation up to the week before!) raised £104 which is 4% of the 
total cost of the B&B booking. It cost no more and the reservation would have been made 
anyway. This payback is exceptionally high as it is one of the best deals. Small purchases with 
lower rates will not generate much but could mount up if more people use it. 

 

If you sign up with AmazonSmile 0.5% of the purchase price will be donated to the church. 
Again, Saltcoats St. Cuthbert’s Church has been added to the list of accepted charities so it 
should appear when you register on the site.  

This is a matter of personal choice; the church has nothing to do and there is the possibility 
of involving family and friends.  

These are worthwhile ways of fundraising for our church (with very little effort) particularly 
while other usual methods are restricted.  

There are no data protection issues nor costs involved and no reason why anyone cannot 
become involved with both fundraising opportunities.      

If you are not aware of these sites please feel free to check them out.    

  



Snippets from Presbytery from December and February meetings 

Mr. Brian Murray is now Locum in the Vacancy at Saltcoats: North Parish Church and Mrs. 
Marion Howie in the same role at Ardrossan Park Church. 

Although Mrs. Jean Hunter will retire from her post in Arran on 15th February she will 
continue as Presbytery Clerk until the proposed amalgamation of Presbyteries is concluded.  

Subject to further approval by the General Trustees of the Church of Scotland, Presbytery 
approved Ardrossan & Saltcoats: Kirkgate Parish Church’s expenditure of £157,520 
(includes VAT and some recovery of same) in order to commence and complete Phase 2 of 
the internal refurbishment and associated works. 

The amendment of the Presbytery Plan for Stevenston: Ardeer and Stevenston: Livingstone 
to allow for a Union with the current Stevenston: Livingstone Parish Church as the sole 
place of worship was approved. 

 .Mrs. Bea Nicholson will be one of the Commissioners to the General Assembly 2021 (likely 
to be virtual) representing St. Cuthbert’s and  Ardrossan Presbytery. 
 

Update on Presbytery Plan 

The Appraisal Committee assured the Presbytery that communications are about to be sent 
to a number of Kirk Sessions in order to update them on the current situation and to 
inform them of suggested amendments to the Presbytery Plan which will affect them. The 
committee will report on these as soon as possible. When these discussions have moved 
forward, it hopes to be able to lift the suspension on the Presbytery Plan and allow 
congregations to proceed with calling. 

  William Parker  Presbytery Elder 

Plant Sale 

. 

It is intended that the annual plant sale will go ahead in some form in May. Already the first 
seeds have been sown and despite the frosty mornings a few have popped through. Further 
details will appear in later magazines. 

Although it will be a few weeks yet before they will be required I will be happy for any more 
washed pots and trays to be returned ready for use Ann Turner  



 


