
St. Cuthbert’s will reopen on Easter Sunday 4th April at 10.45 

In view of the current limit of 50 people being 

allowed in church on any Sunday members should 

register their intention to attend by telephoning 

St Cuthbert’s booking mobile by Saturday evening 

07538209161 
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Easter Message from Moderator of Ardrossan Presbytery 

Dear Friends 

Last March I wrote an Easter letter to you all just as the Coronavirus started to affect our lives. Little did we 
realise then that a year on churches would still be closed and all our lives would be affected in some way or 
other. Sadly some have lost loved family members. As I write this letter it has been announced that churches will 
be allowed to reopen from the 24th March although with restricted numbers. Let us all hope and pray that this 
is the light at the end of the tunnel.  

During the last year we are all indebted to all the NHS staff who have worked tirelessly to care for those 
affected with the coronavirus and other illnesses. We also must thank all the scientists for working so very hard 
to find a vaccine that we are now receiving. This gives us hope that covid-19 will be beaten and soon normality 
will return when again we can hug our children, grandchildren and other loved family members and meet in 
churches as normal, enjoy a cup of tea or coffee after the service and fellowship with others. 

I have just finished reading a book “The Tartan Pimpernel” written by the Rev Dr Donald Caskie who was the 
minister of the Scots Kirk in Paris in 1939 at the start of the second world war. On the Sunday that the 
Germans were entering Paris as he conducted worship they sang  

Psalm 100:  
All people that on earth do dwell  
Sing to the Lord with cheerful voice 

They then read part of Psalm 46: 
God is our refuge and our strength  
A very present help in time of trouble 

The service closed by  singing  
O God of Bethel by whose hand 

 Thy people still are fed, 

 The church closed and he gave the key to a cafe owner across from the church. He made his way to Marseilles 
and the Seaman’s Mission from where he helped servicemen to escape back to England. It was when reading this 
that I thought of the Easter story and Jesus being betrayed by one of his disciples, Judas. Donald Caskie was 
betrayed by one of his helpers who was a double agent. He was arrested and spent time in various Italian 
prisons where he was tortured. He was later returned to Paris to face a Gestapo court where he was found 
guilty and sentenced to death. Again this made me think of Jesus found guilty and nailed to the cross. Caskie 
before he was due to be executed asked to see a pastor. This was granted and they celebrated communion 
together just as Jesus did on his last night. The German Pastor spoke to the German authorities and Donald 
Caskie was spared. 

On the Sunday after Jesus was crucified women went to the tomb. The stone had been rolled away and it was 
empty. At first they were afraid but then they were filled with joy Jesus was alive. After Paris was liberated 
Donald Caskie returned to the cafe where he had left the key of the church on the Sunday he left. The cafe 
owner, who had hidden it from the Germans, was surprised to see Donald Caskie as he had been told that he 
was dead. You can imagine the joy on the cafe owners face just like the joy on the women’s faces when they 
found Jesus was alive. Rev Donald Caskie returned to his church in Paris to continue preaching the word of 
God. At Easter time we must remember Jesus is alive and the greatest teacher of all time. 

May God’s Blessings be with you all at this joyful Easter Time and may we all pray that next year we will be able 
to meet together and celebrate Easter as we have in the past. 

R Allan Richardson   Moderator.  Presbytery of Ardrossan. 

  



Congregational Register 
 

Deaths      “In my Father’s house are many mansions...” 

March.      Mr. S. Nicol, formerly Saltcoats 

                  Mr. J. Morrison, West Kilbride      

 

A Poem for Easter 
 

Alleluia! Easter morning 
Hear the bells ring out, 

Feel the joy and new upliftment 
Banish fear and doubt. 

Alleluia! Gone the darkness 
Feel the hope within 

Onward to a bright tomorrow 
See the way begin. 

Alleluia! Share the gladness, 
Joy be unconfined, 

Gifts of wonder, love and beauty 
Filling heart and mind. 
Alleluia! He is risen 

Farewell darkest night, 
Death and sadness gone for ever, 

Welcome Love and Light! 
 

Iris Hesselden 

Message from the Manse Family 

Sarah and Deborah would like to thank everyone in the St. Cuthbert’s Church family for your loving concern 
and support during the past difficult year, and for your many messages of sympathy and acts of kindness given 
in the last few weeks.   

Through this last year we have been reminded how much we depend on the grace and strength of God to 
carry us through the difficulties and troubles of this life and through the losses we experience – and not just 
the final losses.   

We have also been reminded of the great blessing God has given us in our own families and in the fellowship 
of the brothers and sisters of the Church family who encourage us through their prayers, and as they listen to 
us and share wisdom from their own experiences.   

We have had to make do with virtual hugs during this pandemic, but I know that all of us look forward to the 
day when we can safely hug those near and dear to us who need some comfort in their anxiety and loss.   

In this Easter season, some words from Peter’s first letter come to mind, reminding us that we are not just 
celebrating something that happened in history; we are rejoicing in the impact of the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ 2,000 years ago on our lives and faith today.   

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In His great mercy He has given us new birth into 
a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that can never 
perish, spoil or fade.”   1 Peter 1 v 3 – 4 

With every blessing, 

Sarah 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Model of the Caledonia Frigate 
 
The model represents, in exact detail, a captured French frigate 
of 50 guns. Gifted to the Old Parish Church around 1804 it was 
the craftmanship and work of William Dunlop who was taken by 
the Press Gang and rose to become a gunner’s mate on the man-
o-war.                            
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Everything in-board is meticulously exact, as is instanced by the ringbolts and eyebolts for the gun tackles, rigging 
and gold figurehead. 

The ship was originally displayed in both churches suspended from the internal roofs but removed to its present 
position around 1959.  

 

 

        

 

 

 

 

 

        
 

     

1804 -  1908                      1908  -  1959                   1959  - present 

 

The carving is a replica of the Spanish ship San Josef, renamed Caledonia after being captured at the battle of Cape 

St. Vincent in 1797 and onboard which Nelson received the swords of the vanquished Spanish officers.  

On the day of the presentation to the church Mr. 

Dunlop led a procession and pushing the model in a 

barrow. A plaque was affixed close by in the church. 

In December 1904  a commemorative service was 

held on the 100th anniversary of the presentation.  

A retiral collection to defray the cost of cleaning and 

re-rigging gathered almost £6 which was deemed 

sufficient for the purpose.          

The local press carried a comprehensive report of 

the proceedings when   Rev. Rossie Brown during the 

course of his introduction to the sermon included a 

description of the incident which led to the gift.  

  

 

 “He was lying in a hammock one day when a shot came in at the open porthole, 

near where he was sleeping, causing great damage, and actually passed either over 

him or under him without injuring a hair of his head. So, in grateful remembrance 

of the event and in gratitude to God, Dunlop made the model and presented it, so 

that the minister of this church at least should never forget to pray for sailors in 

their dangerous calling - a very pious and a very laudable desire.”  
  



After the 1904 article had appeared in the local paper, the Church received the following letter (still in existence 
and copied into the Session minutes). 
 

Dear Sir,                                                London. 12th December 1904  

In the Ardrossan and Saltcoats Herald “ of 9th inst.” which has been sent to me by an old schoolfellow, I have read with great pleasure your 
discourse in connection with the model of the Frigate that has hung so long from the ceiling of the Parish Church of Ardrossan in Saltcoats. 

I am the grandson of the builder and donor of that ship, and the considerate and constructive way in which you have referred to him has 
touched me deeply, and I have to thank you for the kind words you said. My grandfather lies buried with certain members of his family in the 
churchyard, a short distance from the belfry, and all the others of his family have now passed away, my mother being his last surviving 
daughter, and she now lies at rest in London. 

You are right in supposing my grandfather to have been born in Saltcoats, but there are none of the family there now. 

In view of the presentation of the ship, my grandfather was accorded a seat for his lifetime in the Church, in the old gallery called the 
“Sailors Loft”, removed before my time at an alteration to the Church. 

I never heard much as to the history of the ship. My grandfather made it, and gave it as a thanksgiving to the Church, and appears to have 
said no more about it afterwards. The little brass tablet was engraved by the minister and elders at the time, and when I was a boy at the 
Parish School in Saltcoats the Session Clerk made a search in the old records to see what deliberations were when the ship was accepted by 
the Church, but could not find any minute thereof. So far as I know the brass tablet is the only record, and it used to be nailed up on the side 
of the window near the pulpit steps. 

If the church would allow it, I would be very glad to pay the cost of re-rigging the ship and the collection that has been received for that 
purpose might be applied to other Church purposes. On your letting me know if this will be permitted, I will be happy to send you the 
amount.  

Believe me, dear Sir, 

Yours faithfully, 

John D. Tannahill     

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          . 
The kind offer was accepted, and his generosity acknowledged.   

In 1923 a further letter was received from London solicitors stating that the family of the late Mr. Tannahill had 
agreed to carry out their father’s expressed wishes to send £50 to Ardrossan Parish Church to be “expended at 
the discretion of the minister” in connection with the Church.                                                                                                    
Mr. Dunlop’s gr. gr. gr. grandson in Reading accepted an invitation to attend our Centenary Service in 2008. 

At the time of the last refurbishment in 1959 it was stated “Ex Voto models are very rare in Scotland, and this one - 
a ship of war - is probably unique.” 

  



May Plant Sale – order form   Collection and/or delivery of pre-ordered plants will be done in compliance with 
any rules in force at that time.       Please watch the website, local paper or call me to be updated. 
 
Plants available: PACK SIZE IN BRACKETS 

Blue Ageratum (6)       White Alyssum (8) 

Antirrhinum - dwarf (6) Bacopa pink (limited) and white (single) limited 

Brachycome (Swan River Daisy) (6)     Bedding Begonia (6)       

Busy Lizzie (6)       Dwarf Dahlia (6) 

Dianthus dwarf (6)       Trailing Begonia single 

Godetia (6)        Geranium (mixed) (single)       

Geranium (red) (Single)      Geranium (pink)(single)       

Geranium (Ivy Leaf)(single) limited supply 

Trailing Lobelia (mixed, dark blue, white)(10) 

Ordinary Lobelia (dark blue, white)(10)  Climbing petunia (single) 

French Marigold (8)       Tagetes (6) 

Livingstone Daisy (12)      Mimulus (4)  

Nemesia (6)        Nicotiania (6)  

Pansy (12)            Petunia (all mixed colours) (12) 

Trailing Petunia (various colours)(single pots)  

Salvia (red) (6) (limited)       Stock (6)  

Verbena Bonarensis (3+ in pot)            Dahlias various colours 

Sweet Pea (tall (single)      Sweet pea – trailing (3)       

Bedding Verbena (4) 

Viola (6)            Tomato (bush, and tall)         

Cosmos (single pot of 10+ plants) tall 4ft and medium 2ft heights        

Nasturtium, Sunflowers,  

Felicia (6) (blue daisy like flowers 8’’ tall) 

Herbs – Dill, Parsley, Fennel, Oregano, Rosemary. 

Vegetables (limited) – Broccoli, Lettuce, Cauliflower, Kale. Courgette. 

 
PRICES 

Geranium, Trailing Petunia and Begonia, Tomatoes, Bacopa, £1.2 

Sweet peas 60p each tube (mainly 2 plants) £6 per dozen 

Large ivy leaf geranium, large trailing petunia, large fuchsia etc, £3 or £4 depending on size 

Petunia, Livingstone daisy, pansy, £3.50 per pack Cosmos £4 

3,4,6, 8 and 10 packs - all £1.75  
 . 

Ann Turner Tel.  462834    annturner62@btopenworld.com 

          
  



The news about Easter by Isla (age 3) 
 
Isla      Dad? Are you painting a face on an egg? 

Dad      Yes I am. 

Isla      Have you lost your mind? 

Dad      No, it is for Easter. 

Isla      Ughhh! Easter 

Dad     Ok. What’s wrong with Easter now? 

Isla  I just don’t understand what it is all about. Why do you give me chocolate? 

Dad    What do you mean? 

Isla     When I ask for chocolate Mum says “no, no, no, not good for you”. Sometimes you give me more chocolate 
than I can eat. 

Dad     Like when? 

Isla     Easter, Halloween, Christmas, my birthday 

Dad     Ok, ok 

Isla     The country is gripped by obesity but all of our celebrations have loads of chocolate. 

Dad     I suppose you’re right 

Isla      … and I don’t get the characters either. 

Dad      What characters? 

Isla       The Easter characters. We learned all about Easter at nursery. 

Dad      Yeah? 

Isla       Are Easter bunny and Jesus best pals? 

Dad      Well, not really 

Isla       Is Easter bunny in the Bible? Does he carry a basket of eggs all the time? 

Dad      Well, the thing is he’s not really ….. 

Isla       Does Jesus totally love chocolate then? 

Dad      Well the thing is the Easter bunny isn’t really in the Bible… 

Isla       What do you think Jesus favourite chocolate is? My favourite is buttons. 

Dad     Listen Isla. Lots of people believe lots of different things but the most important thing is that we have fun 
together. 

Isla       Do you know what? I really don’t get it. 

Dad      What’s that? 

Isla       Bunnies don’t even lay eggs! 

 
  



ST CUTHBERT'S CHURCH DUTY ROTA  

Stewards are asked to arrive at the church for 10 am to go over new protocols and receive their assigned 
duties. The Team Leader only will enter the building by the door near the vestry and will then proceed to open 
the main doors for the other stewards. To assist with continuity, at least one of the stewards each week are 
drawn from the Planning Team.                         

The first named Elder is responsible for opening and locking the building each week. Those who are named to 
help with the counting of the offering are only required at the end of the service. This is now being done in the 
office – two people at one table and Ann at the desk. 

4 APRIL 2021  Data Collection -  Bea Nicholson  

Stewards -   Simon Hales, John Campbell, Shona Turner, Graeme Sutherland  

Counting Team –  Ann Turner, Maureen Crilley, Nan Smith  

11 APRIL   Data Collection -  Bea Nicholson 

Stewards –   William Parker, Gillian Morrison, Eileen Ramsay, Alan Fullerton  

Counting Team –  Anne Turner, Maureen Crilley, Judy Fullerton                      

18 APRIL  Data Collection -  Bea Nicholson 

Stewards –   Angela Beattie, Robert Hunter, Ray Montgomerie, Chris Knight  

Counting Team –  Ann Turner, Maureen Crilley, David Mundell                       

25 APRIL   Data Collection -  Bea Nicholson  

Stewards –   Roy & Margaret Kelso, Ena Grove, Elsa Kirk  

Counting Team –  Ann Turner, Maureen Crilley, Nan Smith 

 
Magazine 
 

Over the last few months, the magazine has been emailed to those for whom we hold an email address. As we 
move forward to a relaxation of the rules it would be useful to hear from those who have received their copy 
electronically.                                                                                                               

Please email webmaster@saltcoats-stcuthberts.org.uk to let us know if you would prefer to return to the 
printed version. Similarly, as some have already indicated please supply an email address if you could receive it in 
that way. Saves ink and shoe leather!                                                  

Editor      

 


